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In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
...

And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the
glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.

... Stephen, full of faith and power, did great wonders and miracles among the people.
¶ Then there arose certain of the synagogue, which is called the synagogue of the
Libertines, and Cyrenians, and Alexandrians, and of them of Cilicia and of Asia,
disputing with Stephen. And they were not able to resist the wisdom and the spirit by
which he spake. Then they suborned men, which said, We have heard him speak
blasphemous words against Moses, and against God. And they stirred up the people,
and the elders, and the scribes, and came upon him, and caught him, and brought him
to the council, And set up false witnesses, which said, This man ceaseth not to speak
blasphemous words against this holy place, and the law: For we have heard him say,
that this Jesus of Nazareth shall destroy this place, and shall change the customs
which Moses delivered us. And all that sat in the council, looking stedfastly on him,
saw his face as it had been the face of an angel.

Then said the high priest, Are these things so? And he said, Men, brethren, and
fathers, hearken; The God of glory appeared unto our father Abraham, when he was in
Mesopotamia, before he dwelt in Charran, And said unto him, Get thee out of thy
country, and from thy kindred, and come into the land which I shall shew thee. ...

Howbeit the most High dwelleth not in temples made with hands; as saith the
prophet, Heaven is my throne, and earth is my footstool: what house will ye build me?
saith the Lord: or what is the place of my rest? Hath not my hand made all these
things? ¶ Ye stiffnecked and uncircumcised in heart and ears, ye do always resist the
Holy Ghost: as your fathers did, so do ye. Which of the prophets have not your fathers
persecuted? ...
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... ¶ When they heard these things, they were cut to the heart, and they gnashed on
him with their teeth. But he, being full of the Holy Ghost, looked up stedfastly into
heaven, and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing on the right hand of God, And
said, Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the Son of man standing on the right hand
of God. Then they cried out with a loud voice, and stopped their ears, and ran upon
him with one accord, And cast him out of the city, and stoned him: and the witnesses
laid down their clothes at a young man’s feet, whose name was Saul. And they stoned
Stephen, calling upon God, and saying, Lord Jesus, receive my spirit. And he kneeled
down, and cried with a loud voice, Lord, lay not this sin to their charge. And when he
had said this, he fell asleep.

And Saul was consenting unto his death. And at that time there was a great
persecution against the church which was at Jerusalem; and they were all scattered
abroad throughout the regions of Judæa and Samaria, except the apostles. And devout
men carried Stephen to his burial, and made great lamentation over him. As for Saul,
he made havoc of the church, entering into every house, and haling men and women
committed them to prison.

And Saul, yet breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of the
Lord, went unto the high priest, And desired of him letters to Damascus to the
synagogues, that if he found any of this way, whether they were men or women, he
might bring them bound unto Jerusalem. And as he journeyed, he came near
Damascus: and suddenly there shined round about him a light from heaven: And he
fell to the earth, and heard a voice saying unto him, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou
me? And he said, Who art thou, Lord? And the Lord said, I am Jesus whom thou
persecutest: it is hard for thee to kick against the pricks. And he trembling and
astonished said, Lord, what wilt thou have me to do? And the Lord said unto him,
Arise, and go into the city, and it shall be told thee what thou must do. And the men
which journeyed with him stood speechless, hearing a voice, but seeing no man. And
Saul arose from the earth; and when his eyes were opened, he saw no man: but they
led him by the hand, and brought him into Damascus. And he was three days without
sight, and neither did eat nor drink. ¶ And there was a certain disciple at Damascus,
named Ananias; and to him said the Lord in a vision, Ananias. And he said, Behold, I
am here, Lord. And the Lord said unto him, Arise, and go into the street which is
called Straight, and inquire in the house of Judas for one called Saul, of Tarsus: for,
behold, he prayeth, And hath seen in a vision a man named Ananias coming in, and
putting his hand on him, that he might receive his sight. Then Ananias answered,
Lord, I have heard by many of this man, how much evil he hath done to thy saints at
Jerusalem: And here he hath authority from the chief priests to bind all that call on
thy name. But the Lord said unto him, Go thy way: for he is a chosen vessel unto me,
to bear my name before the Gentiles, and kings, and the children of Israel: For I will
shew him how great things he must suffer for my name’s sake. And Ananias went his
way, and entered into the house; and putting his hands on him said, Brother Saul, the
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Lord, even Jesus, that appeared unto thee in the way as thou camest, hath sent me,
that thou mightest receive thy sight, and be filled with the Holy Ghost. And
immediately there fell from his eyes as it had been scales: and he received sight
forthwith, and arose, and was baptized. And when he had received meat, he was
strengthened. Then was Saul certain days with the disciples which were at Damascus.
And straightway he preached Christ in the synagogues, that he is the Son of God.

It is not expedient for me doubtless to glory. I will come to visions and revelations of
the Lord. I knew a man in Christ above fourteen years ago, (whether in the body, I
cannot tell; or whether out of the body, I cannot tell: God knoweth;) such an one
caught up to the third heaven. And I knew such a man, (whether in the body, or out of
the body, I cannot tell: God knoweth;) How that he was caught up into paradise, and
heard unspeakable words, which it is not lawful for a man to utter. Of such an one will
I glory: yet of myself I will not glory, but in mine infirmities. For though I would desire
to glory, I shall not be a fool; for I will say the truth: but now I forbear, lest any man
should think of me above that which he seeth me to be, or that he heareth of me. And
lest I should be exalted above measure through the abundance of the revelations, there
was given to me a thorn in the flesh, the messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest I should
be exalted above measure. For this thing I besought the Lord thrice, that it might
depart from me. And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength
is made perfect in weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities,
that the power of Christ may rest upon me. Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in
reproaches, in necessities, in persecutions, in distresses for Christ’s sake: for when I
am weak, then am I strong.

Have mercy upon me, O God, according to thy lovingkindness: according unto the
multitude of thy tender mercies blot out my transgressions. Wash me throughly from
mine iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin. For I acknowledge my transgressions: and
my sin is ever before me. ...

Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew a right spirit within me. Cast me not
away from thy presence; and take not thy holy spirit from me. Restore unto me the joy
of thy salvation; and uphold me with thy free spirit. ...

Deliver me from bloodguiltiness, O God, thou God of my salvation: and my tongue
shall sing aloud of thy righteousness. O Lord, open thou my lips; and my mouth shall
shew forth thy praise. For thou desirest not sacrifice; else would I give it: thou
delightest not in burnt offering. The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a broken and
a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not despise.
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I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a
living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. And be
not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that
ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.

For there are three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy
Ghost: and these three are one.

Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary Baker Eddy�

... As adherents of Truth, we take the inspired Word of the Bible as our sufficient guide
to eternal Life.

In the Gospel of John, it is declared that all things were made through the Word of
God, “and without Him [the logos, or word] was not anything made that
was made.” Everything good or worthy, God made. Whatever is valueless or
baneful, He did not make, — hence its unreality. In the Science of Genesis
we read that He saw everything which He had made, “and, behold, it was very good.”
The corporeal senses declare otherwise; and if we give the same heed to the history of
error as to the records of truth, the Scriptural record of sin and death favors the false
conclusion of the material senses. Sin, sickness, and death must be deemed as devoid
of reality as they are of good, God.

No baneful
creation

“The Word was made flesh.” Divine Truth must be known by its effects on the body as
well as on the mind, before the Science of being can be demonstrated.
Hence its embodiment in the incarnate Jesus, — that life-link forming the
connection through which the real reaches the unreal, Soul rebukes sense,
and Truth destroys error.

In Jewish worship the Word was materially explained, and the spiritual sense was
scarcely perceived. The religion which sprang from half-hidden Israelitish history was
pedantic and void of healing power. When we lose faith in God’s power to heal, we
distrust the divine Principle which demonstrates Christian Science, and
then we cannot heal the sick. Neither can we heal through the help of
Spirit, if we plant ourselves on a material basis.

The author became a member of the orthodox Congregational Church in early years.
Later she learned that her own prayers failed to heal her as did the prayers of her
devout parents and the church; but when the spiritual sense of the creed was

The divine
life-link

Truth a
present help
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discerned in the Science of Christianity, this spiritual sense was a present help. It was
the living, palpitating presence of Christ, Truth, which healed the sick.

Paul was not at first a disciple of Jesus but a persecutor of Jesus’ followers. When the
truth first appeared to him in Science, Paul was made blind, and his
blindness was felt; but spiritual light soon enabled him to follow the
example and teachings of Jesus, healing the sick and preaching
Christianity throughout Asia Minor, Greece, and even in imperial Rome.

Paul’s
enlightenment

Are all who eat bread and drink wine in memory of Jesus willing truly to drink his cup,
take his cross, and leave all for the Christ-principle?

Our Eucharist is spiritual communion with the one God. Our bread, “which cometh
down from heaven,” is Truth. Our cup is the cross. Our wine the inspiration of Love,
the draught our Master drank and commended to his followers.

The design of Love is to reform the sinner.

Saul of Tarsus beheld the way — the Christ, or Truth — only when his uncertain sense
of right yielded to a spiritual sense, which is always right. Then the man was
changed. Thought assumed a nobler outlook, and his life became more
spiritual. He learned the wrong that he had done in persecuting Christians,
whose religion he had not understood, and in humility he took the new name of Paul.
He beheld for the first time the true idea of Love, and learned a lesson in divine
Science.

Conversion
of Saul

Tenderness accompanies all the might imparted by Spirit. The individuality created by
God is not carnivorous, as witness the millennial estate pictured by Isaiah: —

The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, / And the leopard shall lie down with the kid;
/ And the calf and the young lion, and the fatling together; / And a little child shall
lead them.

This spiritual, holy habitation has no boundary nor limit, but its four cardinal points
are: first, the Word of Life, Truth, and Love; second, the Christ, the spiritual
idea of God; third, Christianity, which is the outcome of the divine Principle
of the Christ-idea in Christian history; fourth, Christian Science, which to-
day and forever interprets this great example and the great Exemplar.

The city of
our God
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The great miracle, to human sense, is divine Love, and the grand necessity
of existence is to gain the true idea of what constitutes the kingdom of
heaven in man. This goal is never reached while we hate our neighbor or
entertain a false estimate of anyone whom God has appointed to voice His Word.

True estimate
of God’s

messenger

Those, who are willing to leave their nets or to cast them on the right side for Truth,
have the opportunity now, as aforetime, to learn and to practise Christian
healing. The Scriptures contain it. The spiritual import of the Word imparts
this power. But, as Paul says, “How shall they hear without a preacher? and
how shall they preach, except they be sent?” If sent, how shall they preach, convert,
and heal multitudes, except the people hear?

The spiritual sense of truth must be gained before Truth can be understood. This sense
is assimilated only as we are honest, unselfish, loving, and meek.

Modern
evangel

Paul had a clear sense of the demands of Truth upon mortals physically and
spiritually, when he said: “Present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto
God, which is your reasonable service.” But he, who is begotten of the
beliefs of the flesh and serves them, can never reach in this world the
divine heights of our Lord. The time cometh when the spiritual origin of
man, the divine Science which ushered Jesus into human presence, will be understood
and demonstrated.

Consecration
required

The less mind there is manifested in matter the better. When the unthinking lobster
loses its claw, the claw grows again. If the Science of Life were understood,
it would be found that the senses of Mind are never lost and that matter has
no sensation. Then the human limb would be replaced as readily as the
lobster’s claw, — not with an artificial limb, but with the genuine one. Any hypothesis
which supposes life to be in matter is an educated belief. In infancy this belief is not
equal to guiding the hand to the mouth; and as consciousness develops, this belief
goes out, — yields to the reality of everlasting Life.

Possibilities
of Life

Detach sense from the body, or matter, which is only a form of human belief, and you
may learn the meaning of God, or good, and the nature of the immutable
and immortal. Breaking away from the mutations of time and sense, you
will neither lose the solid objects and ends of life nor your own identity.
Fixing your gaze on the realities supernal, you will rise to the spiritual consciousness
of being, even as the bird which has burst from the egg and preens its wings for a
skyward flight.

Immutable
identity
of man
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We should forget our bodies in remembering good and the human race. Good
demands of man every hour, in which to work out the problem of being. Consecration
to good does not lessen man’s dependence on God, but heightens it. Neither does
consecration diminish man’s obligations to God, but shows the
paramount necessity of meeting them. Christian Science takes naught
from the perfection of God, but it ascribes to Him the entire glory. By
putting “off the old man with his deeds,” mortals “put on immortality.”

We cannot fathom the nature and quality of God’s creation by diving into the shallows
of mortal belief. We must reverse our feeble flutterings — our efforts to find life and
truth in matter — and rise above the testimony of the material senses, above the
mortal to the immortal idea of God. These clearer, higher views inspire the Godlike
man to reach the absolute centre and circumference of his being.

Forgetfulness
of self

SCIENTIFIC TRANSLATION OF MORTAL MIND

First Degree: Depravity.

PHYSICAL. Evil beliefs, passions and appetites, fear, depraved will, self-justification,
pride, envy, deceit, hatred, revenge, sin, sickness, disease, death.

Second Degree: Evil beliefs disappearing.

MORAL. Humanity, honesty, affection, compassion, hope, faith, meekness,
temperance.

Third Degree: Understanding.

SPIRITUAL. Wisdom, purity, spiritual understanding, spiritual power, love, health,
holiness.

In the third degree mortal mind disappears, and man as God’s image
appears. Science so reverses the evidence before the corporeal human senses, as to
make this Scriptural testimony true in our hearts, “The last shall be first,
and the first last,” so that God and His idea may be to us what divinity really
is and must of necessity be, — all-inclusive.

Unreality

Transitional
qualities

Reality

Spiritual
universe

As human thought changes from one stage to another of conscious pain and
painlessness, sorrow and joy, — from fear to hope and from faith to understanding, —
the visible manifestation will at last be man governed by Soul, not by material sense.
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