
ETERNITY 

 

Welcome to Fourth Church of New Orleans Wednesday Healing service. Today I will read 

selections from the Bible and from Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary 

Baker Eddy. Later we will have time for testimonies or other thoughts you may have on 

Christian Science. 

We will begin today with Hymn___.  

 

Hymns 80, 418, 175  

 

THE BIBLE 

 

(Psalms 36:1–12) 

The transgression of the wicked saith within my heart, that there is no fear of God before his eyes. 

For he flattereth himself in his own eyes, until his iniquity be found to be hateful. The words of his 

mouth are iniquity and deceit: he hath left off to be wise, and to do good. He deviseth mischief upon 

his bed; he setteth himself in a way that is not good; he abhorreth not evil. Thy mercy, O LORD, is in 

the heavens; and thy faithfulness reacheth unto the clouds. Thy righteousness is like the great 

mountains; thy judgments are a great deep: O LORD, thou preservest man and beast. How excellent 

is thy lovingkindness, O God! therefore the children of men put their trust under the shadow of thy 

wings. They shall be abundantly satisfied with the fatness of thy house; and thou shalt make them 

drink of the river of thy pleasures. For with thee is the fountain of life: in thy light shall we see light. O 

continue thy lovingkindness unto them that know thee; and thy righteousness to the upright in heart. 

Let not the foot of pride come against me, and let not the hand of the wicked remove me. There are 

the workers of iniquity fallen: they are cast down, and shall not be able to rise. 

 

 

(Ecclesiastes 3:1–15) 

To every thing there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven: A time to be born, 

and a time to die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck up that which is planted; A time to kill, and a 

time to heal; a time to break down, and a time to build up; A time to weep, and a time to laugh; a 

time to mourn, and a time to dance; A time to cast away stones, and a time to gather stones 

together; a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing; A time to get, and a time to lose; 

a time to keep, and a time to cast away; A time to rend, and a time to sew; a time to keep silence, 

and a time to speak; A time to love, and a time to hate; a time of war, and a time of peace. What 

profit hath he that worketh in that wherein he laboureth? I have seen the travail, which God hath 

given to the sons of men to be exercised in it. He hath made every thing beautiful in his time: also he 

hath set the world in their heart, so that no man can find out the work that God maketh from the 

beginning to the end. I know that there is no good in them, but for a man to rejoice, and to do good in 



his life. And also that every man should eat and drink, and enjoy the good of all his labour, it is the 

gift of God. I know that, whatsoever God doeth, it shall be for ever: nothing can be put to it, nor any 

thing taken from it: and God doeth it, that men should fear before him. That which hath been is now; 

and that which is to be hath already been; and God requireth that which is past. 

 

 

(Matthew 19:16–30) 

¶ And, behold, one came and said unto him, Good Master, what good thing shall I do, that I may 

have eternal life? And he said unto him, Why callest thou me good? there is none good but one, that 

is, God: but if thou wilt enter into life, keep the commandments. He saith unto him, Which? Jesus 

said, Thou shalt do no murder, Thou shalt not commit adultery, Thou shalt not steal, Thou shalt not 

bear false witness, Honour thy father and thy mother: and, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. 

The young man saith unto him, All these things have I kept from my youth up: what lack I yet? Jesus 

said unto him, If thou wilt be perfect, go and sell that thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt 

have treasure in heaven: and come and follow me. But when the young man heard that saying, he 

went away sorrowful: for he had great possessions. ¶ Then said Jesus unto his disciples, Verily I say 

unto you, That a rich man shall hardly enter into the kingdom of heaven. And again I say unto you, It 

is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle, than for a rich man to enter into the kingdom 

of God. When his disciples heard it, they were exceedingly amazed, saying, Who then can be 

saved? But Jesus beheld them, and said unto them, With men this is impossible; but with God all 

things are possible. ¶ Then answered Peter and said unto him, Behold, we have forsaken all, and 

followed thee; what shall we have therefore? And Jesus said unto them, Verily I say unto you, that 

ye which have followed me, in the regeneration when the Son of man shall sit in the throne of his 

glory, ye also shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. And every one that 

hath forsaken houses, or brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for 

my name's sake, shall receive an hundredfold, and shall inherit everlasting life. But many that are 

first shall be last; and the last shall be first. 

 

 

(John 1:1–14) 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. The same was 

in the beginning with God. All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made 

that was made. In him was life; and the life was the light of men. And the light shineth in darkness; 

and the darkness comprehended it not. ¶ There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 

The same came for a witness, to bear witness of the Light, that all men through him might believe. 

He was not that Light, but was sent to bear witness of that Light. That was the true Light, which 

lighteth every man that cometh into the world. He was in the world, and the world was made by him, 

and the world knew him not. He came unto his own, and his own received him not. But as many as 

received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his 

name: Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. 

And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the 

only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth. 

 

 



(John 8:12–32) 

¶ Then spake Jesus again unto them, saying, I am the light of the world: he that followeth me shall 

not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life. The Pharisees therefore said unto him, Thou 

bearest record of thyself; thy record is not true. Jesus answered and said unto them, Though I bear 

record of myself, yet my record is true; for I know whence I came, and whither I go; but ye cannot tell 

whence I come, and whither I go. Ye judge after the flesh; I judge no man. And yet if I judge, my 

judgment is true: for I am not alone, but I and the Father that sent me. It is also written in your law, 

that the testimony of two men is true. I am one that bear witness of myself, and the Father that sent 

me beareth witness of me. Then said they unto him, Where is thy Father? Jesus answered, Ye 

neither know me, nor my Father: if ye had known me, ye should have known my Father also. These 

words spake Jesus in the treasury, as he taught in the temple: and no man laid hands on him; for his 

hour was not yet come. Then said Jesus again unto them, I go my way, and ye shall seek me, and 

shall die in your sins: whither I go, ye cannot come. Then said the Jews, Will he kill himself? 

because he saith, Whither I go, ye cannot come. And he said unto them, Ye are from beneath; I am 

from above: ye are of this world; I am not of this world. I said therefore unto you, that ye shall die in 

your sins: for if ye believe not that I am he, ye shall die in your sins. Then said they unto him, Who 

art thou? And Jesus saith unto them, Even the same that I said unto you from the beginning. I have 

many things to say and to judge of you: but he that sent me is true; and I speak to the world those 

things which I have heard of him. They understood not that he spake to them of the Father. Then 

said Jesus unto them, When ye have lifted up the Son of man, then shall ye know that I am he, and 

that I do nothing of myself; but as my Father hath taught me, I speak these things. And he that sent 

me is with me: the Father hath not left me alone; for I do always those things that please him. As he 

spake these words, many believed on him. Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If 

ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed; And ye shall know the truth, and the truth 

shall make you free. 

 

 

SCIENCE AND HEALTH 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 468:25–6) 

Question. — What is Life?  

 

Answer. — Life is divine Principle, Mind, Soul, Spirit. Life is without beginning and without end. 

Eternity, not time, expresses the thought of Life, and time is no part of eternity. One ceases in 

proportion as the other is recognized. Time is finite; eternity is forever infinite. Life is neither in nor of 

matter. What is termed matter is unknown to Spirit, which includes in itself all substance and is Life 

eternal. Matter is a human concept. Life is divine Mind. Life is not limited. Death and finiteness are 

unknown to Life. If Life ever had a beginning, it would also have an ending. 

 

 

 

 



(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 3:12–30) 

The Divine Being must be reflected by man, — else man is not the image and likeness of the patient, 

tender, and true, the One “altogether lovely;” but to understand God is the work of eternity, and 

demands absolute consecration of thought, energy, and desire.  

 

How empty are our conceptions of Deity! We admit theoretically that God is good, omnipotent, 

omnipresent, infinite, and then we try to give information to this infinite Mind. We plead for unmerited 

pardon and for a liberal outpouring of benefactions. Are we really grateful for the good already 

received? Then we shall avail ourselves of the blessings we have, and thus be fitted to receive 

more. Gratitude is much more than a verbal expression of thanks. Action expresses more gratitude 

than speech.  

 

If we are ungrateful for Life, Truth, and Love, and yet return thanks to God for all blessings, we are 

insincere and incur the sharp censure our Master pronounces on hypocrites. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 43:32–12) 

Love must triumph over hate. Truth and Life must seal the victory over error and death, before the 

thorns can be laid aside for a crown, the benediction follow, “Well done, good and faithful servant,” 

and the supremacy of Spirit be demonstrated.  

 

The lonely precincts of the tomb gave Jesus a refuge from his foes, a place in which to solve the 

great problem of being. His three days' work in the sepulchre set the seal of eternity on time. He 

proved Life to be deathless and Love to be the master of hate. He met and mastered on the basis of 

Christian Science, the power of Mind over matter, all the claims of medicine, surgery, and hygiene. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 284:28) 

According to Christian Science, the only real senses of man are spiritual, emanating from divine 

Mind. Thought passes from God to man, but neither sensation nor report goes from material body to 

Mind. The intercommunication is always from God to His idea, man. Matter is not sentient and 

cannot be cognizant of good or of evil, of pleasure or of pain. Man's individuality is not material. This 

Science of being obtains not alone hereafter in what men call Paradise, but here and now; it is the 

great fact of being for time and eternity. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 278:1–10 (np)) 

Is Spirit the source or creator of matter? Science reveals nothing in Spirit out of which to create 

matter. Divine metaphysics explains away matter. Spirit is the only substance and consciousness 

recognized by divine Science. The material senses oppose this, but there are no material senses, for 

matter has no mind. In Spirit there is no matter, even as in Truth there is no error, and in good no 

evil. It is a false supposition, the notion that there is real substance-matter, the opposite of Spirit. 

Spirit, God, is infinite, all. Spirit can have no opposite.  



 

That matter is substantial or has life and sensation, is one of the false beliefs of mortals, and exists 

only in a supposititious mortal consciousness. Hence, as we approach Spirit and Truth, we lose the 

consciousness of matter. The admission that there can be material substance requires another 

admission, — namely, that Spirit is not infinite and that matter is self-creative, self-existent, and 

eternal. From this it would follow that there are two eternal causes, warring forever with each other; 

and yet we say that Spirit is supreme and all-presence.  

 

The belief of the eternity of matter contradicts the demonstration of life as Spirit, and leads to the 

conclusion that if man is material, he originated in matter and must return to dust, — logic which 

would prove his annihilation.  

 

All that we term sin, sickness, and death is a mortal belief. We define matter as error, because it is 

the opposite of life, substance, and intelligence. Matter, with its mortality, cannot be substantial if 

Spirit is substantial and eternal. Which ought to be substance to us, — the erring, changing, and 

dying, the mutable and mortal, or the unerring, immutable, and immortal? A New Testament writer 

plainly describes faith, a quality of mind, as “the substance of things hoped for.”  

 

The doom of matter establishes the conclusion that matter, slime, or protoplasm never originated in 

the immortal Mind, and is therefore not eternal. Matter is neither created by Mind nor for the 

manifestation and support of Mind. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 353:1–32) 

The Christianly scientific real is the sensuous unreal. Sin, disease, whatever seems real to material 

sense, is unreal in divine Science. The physical senses and Science have ever been antagonistic, 

and they will so continue, till the testimony of the physical senses yields entirely to Christian Science.  

 

How can a Christian, having the stronger evidence of Truth which contradicts the evidence of error, 

think of the latter as real or true, either in the form of sickness or of sin? All must admit that Christ is 

“the way, the truth, and the life,” and that omnipotent Truth certainly does destroy error.  

 

The age has not wholly outlived the sense of ghostly beliefs. It still holds them more or less. Time 

has not yet reached eternity, immortality, complete reality. All the real is eternal. Perfection underlies 

reality. Without perfection, nothing is wholly real. All things will continue to disappear, until perfection 

appears and reality is reached. We must give up the spectral at all points. We must not continue to 

admit the somethingness of superstition, but we must yield up all belief in it and be wise. When we 

learn that error is not real, we shall be ready for progress, “forgetting those things which are behind.”  

 

The grave does not banish the ghost of materiality. So long as there are supposed limits to Mind, 

and those limits are human, so long will ghosts seem to continue. Mind is limitless. It never was 

material. The true idea of being is spiritual and immortal, and from this it follows that whatever is laid 

off is the ghost, some unreal belief. Mortal beliefs can neither demonstrate Christianity nor 

apprehend the reality of Life. 

 

 



 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 518:27–3) 

The divine Principle, or Spirit, comprehends and expresses all, and all must therefore be as perfect 

as the divine Principle is perfect. Nothing is new to Spirit. Nothing can be novel to eternal Mind, the 

author of all things, who from all eternity knoweth His own ideas. Deity was satisfied with His work. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 598:23) 

One moment of divine consciousness, or the spiritual understanding of Life and Love, is a foretaste 

of eternity. This exalted view, obtained and retained when the Science of being is understood, would 

bridge over with life discerned spiritually the interval of death, and man would be in the full 

consciousness of his immortality and eternal harmony, where sin, sickness, and death are unknown. 

Time is a mortal thought, the divisor of which is the solar year. Eternity is God's measurement of 

Soul-filled years. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 519:25–15) 

God rests in action. Imparting has not impoverished, can never impoverish, the divine Mind. No 

exhaustion follows the action of this Mind, according to the apprehension of divine Science. The 

highest and sweetest rest, even from a human standpoint, is in holy work.  

 

Unfathomable Mind is expressed. The depth, breadth, height, might, majesty, and glory of infinite 

Love fill all space. That is enough! Human language can repeat only an infinitesimal part of what 

exists. The absolute ideal, man, is no more seen nor comprehended by mortals, than is his infinite 

Principle, Love. Principle and its idea, man, are coexistent and eternal. The numerals of infinity, 

called seven days, can never be reckoned according to the calendar of time. These days will appear 

as mortality disappears, and they will reveal eternity, newness of Life, in which all sense of error 

forever disappears and thought accepts the divine infinite calculus. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 517:15) 

The world believes in many persons; but if God is personal, there is but one person, because there 

is but one God. His personality can only be reflected, not transmitted. God has countless ideas, and 

they all have one Principle and parentage. The only proper symbol of God as person is Mind's 

infinite ideal. What is this ideal? Who shall behold it? This ideal is God's own image, spiritual and 

infinite. Even eternity can never reveal the whole of God, since there is no limit to infinitude or to its 

reflections. 

 

 



We will now have a moment of silent prayer to be followed by 

the audible repetition of the Lord’s Prayer. 

 

 

 

Fourth Church of New Orleans is a branch of 

The Mother Church, The First Church of Christ, 

Scientist, in Boston, MA. This church is 

committed to understanding and practicing the 

works of Christ Jesus and his disciples. Our 

church is a healing church and all mankind is 

included in the blessing this service imparts. 

In addition to this Wednesday Service on Zoom, 

we have Sunday in person Service and also right 

here on Zoom at 10:30 am and our Sunday 

School for young people up to the age of 20 is 

back in church.  

Information for all these Church Services can be 

found on the Church website: 

 



CHRISTIANSCIENCE4NEWORLEANS.COM 

 


