
IDEA 

 

Welcome to Fourth Church of New Orleans Wednesday Healing service. Today I will read 

selections from the Bible and from Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary 

Baker Eddy. Later we will have time for testimonies or other thoughts you may have on 

Christian Science. 

We will begin today with Hymn___.  

 

Hymns 221, 8, 19 

 

THE BIBLE 

 

 

Now Moses kept the flock of Jethro his father in law, the priest of Midian: and he led the flock to the 

backside of the desert, and came to the mountain of God, even to Horeb. And the angel of the 

LORD appeared unto him in a flame of fire out of the midst of a bush: and he looked, and, behold, 

the bush burned with fire, and the bush was not consumed. And Moses said, I will now turn aside, 

and see this great sight, why the bush is not burnt. And when the LORD saw that he turned aside to 

see, God called unto him out of the midst of the bush, and said, Moses, Moses. And he said, Here 

am I. And he said, Draw not nigh hither: put off thy shoes from off thy feet, for the place whereon 

thou standest is holy ground. Moreover he said, I am the God of thy father, the God of Abraham, the 

God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. And Moses hid his face; for he was afraid to look upon God. ¶ 

And the LORD said, I have surely seen the affliction of my people which are in Egypt, and have 

heard their cry by reason of their taskmasters; for I know their sorrows; And I am come down to 

deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians, and to bring them up out of that land unto a good land 

and a large, unto a land flowing with milk and honey; ... 

 

Now therefore, behold, the cry of the children of Israel is come unto me: and I have also seen the 

oppression wherewith the Egyptians oppress them. Come now therefore, and I will send thee unto 

Pharaoh, that thou mayest bring forth my people the children of Israel out of Egypt. 

(Exodus 3:1–8 (to ;), 9, 10) 

 



 

And God spake all these words, saying, I am the LORD thy God, which have brought thee out of the 

land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage. Thou shalt have no other gods before me. Thou shalt 

not make unto thee any graven image, or any likeness of any thing that is in heaven above, or that is 

in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth: Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, 

nor serve them: for I the LORD thy God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the 

children unto the third and fourth generation of them that hate me; And shewing mercy unto 

thousands of them that love me, and keep my commandments. Thou shalt not take the name of the 

LORD thy God in vain; for the LORD will not hold him guiltless that taketh his name in vain. 

Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days shalt thou labour, and do all thy work: But the 

seventh day is the sabbath of the LORD thy God: in it thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor thy son, 

nor thy daughter, thy manservant, nor thy maidservant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is within 

thy gates: For in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and 

rested the seventh day: wherefore the LORD blessed the sabbath day, and hallowed it. ¶ Honour thy 

father and thy mother: that thy days may be long upon the land which the LORD thy God giveth 

thee. Thou shalt not kill. Thou shalt not commit adultery. Thou shalt not steal. Thou shalt not bear 

false witness against thy neighbour. Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's house, thou shalt not covet 

thy neighbour's wife, nor his manservant, nor his maidservant, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor any thing 

that is thy neighbour's. ¶ And all the people saw the thunderings, and the lightnings, and the noise of 

the trumpet, and the mountain smoking: and when the people saw it, they removed, and stood afar 

off. And they said unto Moses, Speak thou with us, and we will hear: but let not God speak with us, 

lest we die. And Moses said unto the people, Fear not: for God is come to prove you, and that his 

fear may be before your faces, that ye sin not. 

(Exodus 20:1–20) 

 

 

¶ And there went great multitudes with him: and he turned, and said unto them, If any man come to 

me, and hate not his father, and mother, and wife, and children, and brethren, and sisters, yea, and 

his own life also, he cannot be my disciple. And whosoever doth not bear his cross, and come after 

me, cannot be my disciple. For which of you, intending to build a tower, sitteth not down first, and 

counteth the cost, whether he have sufficient to finish it? Lest haply, after he hath laid the 

foundation, and is not able to finish it, all that behold it begin to mock him, Saying, This man began 

to build, and was not able to finish. Or what king, going to make war against another king, sitteth not 

down first, and consulteth whether he be able with ten thousand to meet him that cometh against 



him with twenty thousand? Or else, while the other is yet a great way off, he sendeth an ambassage, 

and desireth conditions of peace. So likewise, whosoever he be of you that forsaketh not all that he 

hath, he cannot be my disciple. 

(Luke 14:25–33) 

 

 

If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right 

hand of God. Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth. For ye are dead, and 

your life is hid with Christ in God. When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also 

appear with him in glory. Mortify therefore your members which are upon the earth; fornication, 

uncleanness, inordinate affection, evil concupiscence, and covetousness, which is idolatry: For 

which things' sake the wrath of God cometh on the children of disobedience: In the which ye also 

walked some time, when ye lived in them. But now ye also put off all these; anger, wrath, malice, 

blasphemy, filthy communication out of your mouth. Lie not one to another, seeing that ye have put 

off the old man with his deeds; And have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after 

the image of him that created him: Where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor 

uncircumcision, Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free: but Christ is all, and in all. Put on therefore, as 

the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, 

longsuffering; Forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if any man have a quarrel against 

any: even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye. And above all these things put on charity, which is 

the bond of perfectness. And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to the which also ye are called 

in one body; and be ye thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and 

admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts 

to the Lord. And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 

thanks to God and the Father by him. 

(Colossians 3:1–17) 

 

SCIENCE AND HEALTH 

 

 

Truth's immortal idea is sweeping down the centuries, gathering beneath its wings the sick and 

sinning. My weary hope tries to realize that happy day, when man shall recognize the Science of 



Christ and love his neighbor as himself, — when he shall realize God's omnipotence and the healing 

power of the divine Love in what it has done and is doing for mankind. The promises will be fulfilled. 

The time for the reappearing of the divine healing is throughout all time; and whosoever layeth his 

earthly all on the altar of divine Science, drinketh of Christ's cup now, and is endued with the spirit 

and power of Christian healing. 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 55:15) 

 

 

Nothing is real and eternal, — nothing is Spirit, — but God and His idea. Evil has no reality. It is 

neither person, place, nor thing, but is simply a belief, an illusion of material sense.  

 

The identity, or idea, of all reality continues forever; but Spirit, or the divine Principle of all, is not in 

Spirit's formations. Soul is synonymous with Spirit, God, the creative, governing, infinite Principle 

outside of finite form, which forms only reflect. 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 71:1–9) 

 

 

... Mind-science is wholly separate from any half-way impertinent knowledge, because Mind-science 

is of God and demonstrates the divine Principle, working out the purposes of good only. The 

maximum of good is the infinite God and His idea, the All-in-all. Evil is a suppositional lie.  

 

As named in Christian Science, animal magnetism or hypnotism is the specific term for error, or 

mortal mind. It is the false belief that mind is in matter, and is both evil and good; that evil is as real 

as good and more powerful. This belief has not one quality of Truth. It is either ignorant or malicious. 

The malicious form of hypnotism ultimates in moral idiocy. The truths of immortal Mind sustain man, 

and they annihilate the fables of mortal mind, whose flimsy and gaudy pretensions, like silly moths, 

singe their own wings and fall into dust.  

 

In reality there is no mortal mind, and consequently no transference of mortal thought and will-

power. Life and being are of God. In Christian Science, man can do no harm, for scientific thoughts 

are true thoughts, passing from God to man. 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 103:12–2 Mind-science) 

 

 

In divine Science, man is the true image of God. The divine nature was best expressed in Christ 

Jesus, who threw upon mortals the truer reflection of God and lifted their lives higher than their poor 

thought-models would allow, — thoughts which presented man as fallen, sick, sinning, and dying. 

The Christlike understanding of scientific being and divine healing includes a perfect Principle and 

idea, — perfect God and perfect man, — as the basis of thought and demonstration.  

 

If man was once perfect but has now lost his perfection, then mortals have never beheld in man the 

reflex image of God. The lost image is no image. The true likeness cannot be lost in divine reflection. 

Understanding this, Jesus said: “Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is 



perfect.” 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 259:6–21) 

 

 

Is God a physical personality? Spirit is not physical. The belief that a material body is man is a false 

conception of man. The time has come for a finite conception of the infinite and of a material body as 

the seat of Mind to give place to a diviner sense of intelligence and its manifestations, — to the 

better understanding that Science gives of the Supreme Being, or divine Principle, and idea.  

 

By interpreting God as a corporeal Saviour but not as the saving Principle, or divine Love, we shall 

continue to seek salvation through pardon and not through reform, and resort to matter instead of 

Spirit for the cure of the sick. As mortals reach, through knowledge of Christian Science, a higher 

sense, they will seek to learn, not from matter, but from the divine Principle, God, how to 

demonstrate the Christ, Truth, as the healing and saving power.  

 

It is essential to understand, instead of believe, what relates most nearly to the happiness of being. 

To seek Truth through belief in a human doctrine is not to understand the infinite. We must not seek 

the immutable and immortal through the finite, mutable, and mortal, and so depend upon belief 

instead of demonstration, for this is fatal to a knowledge of Science. The understanding of Truth 

gives full faith in Truth, and spiritual understanding is better than all burnt offerings.  

 

The Master said, “No man cometh unto the Father [the divine Principle of being] but by me,” Christ, 

Life, Truth, Love; for Christ says, “I am the way.” Physical causation was put aside from first to last 

by this original man, Jesus. He knew that the divine Principle, Love, creates and governs all that is 

real. 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 285:15–15 (np)) 

 

 

The relations of God and man, divine Principle and idea, are indestructible in Science; and Science 

knows no lapse from nor return to harmony, but holds the divine order or spiritual law, in which God 

and all that He creates are perfect and eternal, to have remained unchanged in its eternal history. 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 470:32) 

 

 

Question. — What is man?  

 

Answer. — Man is not matter; he is not made up of brain, blood, bones, and other material elements. 

The Scriptures inform us that man is made in the image and likeness of God. Matter is not that 

likeness. The likeness of Spirit cannot be so unlike Spirit. Man is spiritual and perfect; and because 

he is spiritual and perfect, he must be so understood in Christian Science. Man is idea, the image, of 

Love; he is not physique. He is the compound idea of God, including all right ideas; the generic term 

for all that reflects God's image and likeness; the conscious identity of being as found in Science, in 

which man is the reflection of God, or Mind, and therefore is eternal; that which has no separate 

mind from God; that which has not a single quality underived from Deity; that which possesses no 



life, intelligence, nor creative power of his own, but reflects spiritually all that belongs to his Maker.  

 

And God said: “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness; and let them have dominion over 

the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over 

every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth.”  

 

Man is incapable of sin, sickness, and death. The real man cannot depart from holiness, nor can 

God, by whom man is evolved, engender the capacity or freedom to sin. A mortal sinner is not God's 

man. Mortals are the counterfeits of immortals. They are the children of the wicked one, or the one 

evil, which declares that man begins in dust or as a material embryo. In divine Science, God and the 

real man are inseparable as divine Principle and idea. 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 475:5–5 (np)) 

 

 

Man as the offspring of God, as the idea of Spirit, is the immortal evidence that Spirit is harmonious 

and man eternal. Jesus was the offspring of Mary's self-conscious communion with God. Hence he 

could give a more spiritual idea of life than other men, and could demonstrate the Science of Love — 

his Father or divine Principle. 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 29:30) 

 

 

The magnitude of Jesus' work, his material disappearance before their eyes and his reappearance, 

all enabled the disciples to understand what Jesus had said. Heretofore they had only believed; now 

they understood. The advent of this understanding is what is meant by the descent of the Holy 

Ghost, — that influx of divine Science which so illuminated the Pentecostal Day and is now 

repeating its ancient history.  

 

Jesus' last proof was the highest, the most convincing, the most profitable to his students. The 

malignity of brutal persecutors, the treason and suicide of his betrayer, were overruled by divine 

Love to the glorification of the man and of the true idea of God, which Jesus' persecutors had 

mocked and tried to slay. The final demonstration of the truth which Jesus taught, and for which he 

was crucified, opened a new era for the world. Those who slew him to stay his influence perpetuated 

and extended it. 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 43:3–20) 

 

 

Who is ready to follow his teaching and example? All must sooner or later plant themselves in Christ, 

the true idea of God. That he might liberally pour his dear-bought treasures into empty or sin-filled 

human storehouses, was the inspiration of Jesus' intense human sacrifice. In witness of his divine 

commission, he presented the proof that Life, Truth, and Love heal the sick and the sinning, and 

triumph over death through Mind, not matter. This was the highest proof he could have offered of 

divine Love. His hearers understood neither his words nor his works. They would not accept his 

meek interpretation of life nor follow his example. 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 54:8) 



 

 

Our theories make the same mistake regarding Soul and body that Ptolemy made regarding the 

solar system. They insist that soul is in body and mind therefore tributary to matter. Astronomical 

science has destroyed the false theory as to the relations of the celestial bodies, and Christian 

Science will surely destroy the greater error as to our terrestrial bodies. The true idea and Principle 

of man will then appear. The Ptolemaic blunder could not affect the harmony of being as does the 

error relating to soul and body, which reverses the order of Science and assigns to matter the power 

and prerogative of Spirit, so that man becomes the most absolutely weak and inharmonious creature 

in the universe.  

 

The verity of Mind shows conclusively how it is that matter seems to be, but is not. Divine Science, 

rising above physical theories, excludes matter, resolves things into thoughts, and replaces the 

objects of material sense with spiritual ideas.  

 

The term CHRISTIAN SCIENCE was introduced by the author to designate the scientific system of 

divine healing.  

 

The revelation consists of two parts:  

 

1.  The discovery of this divine Science of Mind-healing, through a spiritual sense of the Scriptures 

and through the teachings of the Comforter, as promised by the Master.  

 

2.  The proof, by present demonstration, that the so-called miracles of Jesus did not specially 

belong to a dispensation now ended, but that they illustrated an ever-operative divine Principle. The 

operation of this Principle indicates the eternality of the scientific order and continuity of being.  

 

Christian Science differs from material science, but not on that account is it less scientific. On the 

contrary, Christian Science is pre-eminently scientific, being based on Truth, the Principle of all 

science. 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 122:29–124:2) 

 

 

In the words of St. John: “He shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you forever.” 

This Comforter I understand to be Divine Science. 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 55:27) 

 

We will now have a moment of silent prayer to be followed by 

the audible repetition of the Lord’s Prayer. 

 

 



 

Fourth Church of New Orleans is a branch of 

The Mother Church of Christ, Scientist, in 

Boston, MA. This church is committed to 

understanding and practicing the works of 

Christ Jesus and his disciples. Our church is a 

healing church and all mankind is included in 

the blessing this service imparts. 

In addition to this Wednesday Service on Zoom, 

we have Sunday in person Service and also right 

here on Zoom at 10:30 am and our Sunday 

School for young people up to the age of 20 is 

back in church.  

Information for all these Church Services can be 

found on the Church website: 

 

CHRISTIANSCIENCE4NEWORLEANS.COM 

 


