Signs

Welcome to Fourth Church of New Orleans Wednesday Healing service. Today I will read
selections from the Bible and from Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary
Baker Eddy. Later we will have time for testimonies or other thoughts you may have on
Christian Science.

We will begin today with Hymn

Hymns 12, 368, 391

THE BIBLE

(Exodus 17:1-7)

And all the congregation of the children of Israel journeyed from the wilderness of Sin, after their
journeys, according to the commandment of the LORD, and pitched in Rephidim: and there was no
water for the people to drink. Wherefore the people did chide with Moses, and said, Give us water
that we may drink. And Moses said unto them, Why chide ye with me? wherefore do ye tempt the
LORD? And the people thirsted there for water; and the people murmured against Moses, and said,
Wherefore is this that thou hast brought us up out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and our cattle
with thirst? And Moses cried unto the LORD, saying, What shall | do unto this people? they be
almost ready to stone me. And the LORD said unto Moses, Go on before the people, and take with
thee of the elders of Israel; and thy rod, wherewith thou smotest the river, take in thine hand, and go.
Behold, I will stand before thee there upon the rock in Horeb; and thou shalt smite the rock, and
there shall come water out of it, that the people may drink. And Moses did so in the sight of the
elders of Israel. And he called the name of the place Massah, and Meribah, because of the chiding
of the children of Israel, and because they tempted the LORD, saying, Is the LORD among us, or
not?

(Matthew 12:38-45)

9 Then certain of the scribes and of the Pharisees answered, saying, Master, we would see a sign
from thee. But he answered and said unto them, An evil and adulterous generation seeketh after a
sign; and there shall no sign be given to it, but the sign of the prophet Jonas: For as Jonas was three
days and three nights in the whale's belly; so shall the Son of man be three days and three nights in
the heart of the earth. The men of Nineveh shall rise in judgment with this generation, and shall
condemn it: because they repented at the preaching of Jonas; and, behold, a greater than Jonas is
here. The queen of the south shall rise up in the judgment with this generation, and shall condemn it:
for she came from the uttermost parts of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon; and, behold, a
greater than Solomon is here. When the unclean spirit is gone out of a man, he walketh through dry



places, seeking rest, and findeth none. Then he saith, | will return into my house from whence |
came out; and when he is come, he findeth it empty, swept, and garnished. Then goeth he, and
taketh with himself seven other spirits more wicked than himself, and they enter in and dwell there:
and the last state of that man is worse than the first. Even so shall it be also unto this wicked
generation.

(Mark 8:10-21)

9 And straightway he entered into a ship with his disciples, and came into the parts of Dalmanutha.
And the Pharisees came forth, and began to question with him, seeking of him a sign from heaven,
tempting him. And he sighed deeply in his spirit, and saith, Why doth this generation seek after a
sign? verily | say unto you, There shall no sign be given unto this generation. And he left them, and
entering into the ship again departed to the other side. { Now the disciples had forgotten to take
bread, neither had they in the ship with them more than one loaf. And he charged them, saying,
Take heed, beware of the leaven of the Pharisees, and of the leaven of Herod. And they reasoned
among themselves, saying, It is because we have no bread. And when Jesus knew it, he saith unto
them, Why reason ye, because ye have no bread? perceive ye not yet, neither understand? have ye
your heart yet hardened? Having eyes, see ye not? and having ears, hear ye not? and do ye not
remember? When | brake the five loaves among five thousand, how many baskets full of fragments
took ye up? They say unto him, Twelve. And when the seven among four thousand, how many
baskets full of fragments took ye up? And they said, Seven. And he said unto them, How is it that ye
do not understand?

(Luke 17:20-37)

9 And when he was demanded of the Pharisees, when the kingdom of God should come, he
answered them and said, The kingdom of God cometh not with observation: Neither shall they say,
Lo here! or, lo there! for, behold, the kingdom of God is within you. And he said unto the disciples,
The days will come, when ye shall desire to see one of the days of the Son of man, and ye shall not
see it. And they shall say to you, See here; or, see there: go not after them, nor follow them. For as
the lightning, that lighteneth out of the one part under heaven, shineth unto the other part under
heaven; so shall also the Son of man be in his day. But first must he suffer many things, and be
rejected of this generation. And as it was in the days of Noe, so shall it be also in the days of the Son
of man. They did eat, they drank, they married wives, they were given in marriage, until the day that
Noe entered into the ark, and the flood came, and destroyed them all. Likewise also as it was in the
days of Lot; they did eat, they drank, they bought, they sold, they planted, they builded; But the
same day that Lot went out of Sodom it rained fire and brimstone from heaven, and destroyed them
all. Even thus shall it be in the day when the Son of man is revealed. In that day, he which shall be
upon the housetop, and his stuff in the house, let him not come down to take it away: and he that is
in the field, let him likewise not return back. Remember Lot's wife. Whosoever shall seek to save his
life shall lose it; and whosoever shall lose his life shall preserve it. | tell you, in that night there shall
be two men in one bed; the one shall be taken, and the other shall be left. Two women shall be
grinding together; the one shall be taken, and the other left. Two men shall be in the field; the one
shall be taken, and the other left. And they answered and said unto him, Where, Lord? And he said
unto them, Wheresoever the body is, thither will the eagles be gathered together.



(Acts 4:24-33)

And when they heard that, they lifted up their voice to God with one accord, and said, Lord, thou art
God, which hast made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and all that in them is: Who by the mouth of
thy servant David hast said, Why did the heathen rage, and the people imagine vain things? The
kings of the earth stood up, and the rulers were gathered together against the Lord, and against his
Christ. For of a truth against thy holy child Jesus, whom thou hast anointed, both Herod, and Pontius
Pilate, with the Gentiles, and the people of Israel, were gathered together, For to do whatsoever thy
hand and thy counsel determined before to be done. And now, Lord, behold their threatenings: and
grant unto thy servants, that with all boldness they may speak thy word, By stretching forth thine
hand to heal; and that signs and wonders may be done by the name of thy holy child Jesus.  And
when they had prayed, the place was shaken where they were assembled together; and they were
all filled with the Holy Ghost, and they spake the word of God with boldness. And the multitude of
them that believed were of one heart and of one soul: neither said any of them that aught of the
things which he possessed was his own; but they had all things common. And with great power gave
the apostles witness of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus: and great grace was upon them all.

SCIENCE AND HEALTH

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 139:4-3)

From beginning to end, the Scriptures are full of accounts of the triumph of Spirit, Mind, over matter.
Moses proved the power of Mind by what men called miracles; so did Joshua, Elijah, and Elisha.
The Christian era was ushered in with signs and wonders. Reforms have commonly been attended
with bloodshed and persecution, even when the end has been brightness and peace; but the present
new, yet old, reform in religious faith will teach men patiently and wisely to stem the tide of sectarian

bitterness, whenever it flows inward.

The decisions by vote of Church Councils as to what should and should not be considered Holy Writ;
the manifest mistakes in the ancient versions; the thirty thousand different readings in the Old
Testament, and the three hundred thousand in the New, — these facts show how a mortal and
material sense stole into the divine record, with its own hue darkening to some extent the inspired
pages. But mistakes could neither wholly obscure the divine Science of the Scriptures seen from
Genesis to Revelation, mar the demonstration of Jesus, nor annul the healing by the prophets, who

foresaw that “the stone which the builders rejected” would become “the head of the corner.”

Atheism, pantheism, theosophy, and agnosticism are opposed to Christian Science, as they are to



ordinary religion; but it does not follow that the profane or atheistic invalid cannot be healed by
Christian Science. The moral condition of such a man demands the remedy of Truth more than it is

needed in most cases; and Science is more than usually effectual in the treatment of moral ailments.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 98:4)

The prophet of to-day beholds in the mental horizon the signs of these times, the reappearance of
the Christianity which heals the sick and destroys error, and no other sign shall be given. Body
cannot be saved except through Mind. The Science of Christianity is misinterpreted by a material
age, for it is the healing influence of Spirit (not spirits) which the material senses cannot
comprehend, — which can only be spiritually discerned. Creeds, doctrines, and human hypotheses

do not express Christian Science; much less can they demonstrate it.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 132:28)

Did the doctrines of John the Baptist confer healing power upon him, or endow him with the truest
conception of the Christ? This righteous preacher once pointed his disciples to Jesus as “the Lamb
of God;” yet afterwards he seriously questioned the signs of the Messianic appearing, and sent the

inquiry to Jesus, “Art thou he that should come?”

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 150:4)

To-day the healing power of Truth is widely demonstrated as an immanent, eternal Science, instead
of a phenomenal exhibition. Its appearing is the coming anew of the gospel of “on earth peace,
good-will toward men.” This coming, as was promised by the Master, is for its establishment as a
permanent dispensation among men; but the mission of Christian Science now, as in the time of its
earlier demonstration, is not primarily one of physical healing. Now, as then, signs and wonders are
wrought in the metaphysical healing of physical disease; but these signs are only to demonstrate its
divine origin, — to attest the reality of the higher mission of the Christ-power to take away the sins of

the world.



(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 328:4—4 (np))

Mortals suppose that they can live without goodness, when God is good and the only real Life. What
is the result? Understanding little about the divine Principle which saves and heals, mortals get rid of
sin, sickness, and death only in belief. These errors are not thus really destroyed, and must
therefore cling to mortals until, here or hereafter, they gain the true understanding of God in the

Science which destroys human delusions about Him and reveals the grand realities of His allness.

This understanding of man's power, when he is equipped by God, has sadly disappeared from
Christian history. For centuries it has been dormant, a lost element of Christianity. Our missionaries
carry the Bible to India, but can it be said that they explain it practically, as Jesus did, when
hundreds of persons die there annually from serpent-bites? Understanding spiritual law and knowing
that there is no material law, Jesus said: “These signs shall follow them that believe, . . . they shall
take up serpents, and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them. They shall lay hands on
the sick, and they shall recover.” It were well had Christendom believed and obeyed this sacred

saying.

Jesus' promise is perpetual. Had it been given only to his immediate disciples, the Scriptural
passage would read you, not they. The purpose of his great life-work extends through time and
includes universal humanity. Its Principle is infinite, reaching beyond the pale of a single period or of
a limited following. As time moves on, the healing elements of pure Christianity will be fairly dealt

with; they will be sought and taught, and will glow in all the grandeur of universal goodness.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 347:12-25)

Critics should consider that the so-called mortal man is not the reality of man. Then they would
behold the signs of Christ's coming. Christ, as the spiritual or true idea of God, comes now as of old,
preaching the gospel to the poor, healing the sick, and casting out evils. Is it error which is restoring
an essential element of Christianity, — namely, apostolic, divine healing? No; it is the Science of
Christianity which is restoring it, and is the light shining in darkness, which the darkness

comprehends not.

If Christian Science takes away the popular gods, — sin, sickness, and death, — it is Christ, Truth,



who destroys these evils, and so proves their nothingness.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 232:16-31)

In our age Christianity is again demonstrating the power of divine Principle, as it did over nineteen
hundred years ago, by healing the sick and triumphing over death. Jesus never taught that drugs,
food, air, and exercise could make a man healthy, or that they could destroy human life; nor did he
illustrate these errors by his practice. He referred man's harmony to Mind, not to matter, and never
tried to make of none effect the sentence of God, which sealed God's condemnation of sin, sickness,
and death.

In the sacred sanctuary of Truth are voices of solemn import, but we heed them not. It is only when
the so-called pleasures and pains of sense pass away in our lives, that we find unquestionable signs

of the burial of error and the resurrection to spiritual life.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 117:6-23)

God is Spirit; therefore the language of Spirit must be, and is, spiritual. Christian Science attaches
no physical nature and significance to the Supreme Being or His manifestation; mortals alone do
this. God's essential language is spoken of in the last chapter of Mark's Gospel as the new tongue,

the spiritual meaning of which is attained through “signs following.”

Ear hath not heard, nor hath lip spoken, the pure language of Spirit. Our Master taught spirituality by
similitudes and parables. As a divine student he unfolded God to man, illustrating and demonstrating
Life and Truth in himself and by his power over the sick and sinning. Human theories are inadequate
to interpret the divine Principle involved in the miracles (marvels) wrought by Jesus and especially in

his mighty, crowning, unparalleled, and triumphant exit from the flesh.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 509:29)

Knowing the Science of creation, in which all is Mind and its ideas, Jesus rebuked the material

thought of his fellow-countrymen: “Ye can discern the face of the sky; but can ye not discern the



signs of the times?” How much more should we seek to apprehend the spiritual ideas of God, than to
dwell on the objects of sense! To discern the rhythm of Spirit and to be holy, thought must be purely

spiritual.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 110:25)

Jesus demonstrated the power of Christian Science to heal mortal minds and bodies. But this power
was lost sight of, and must again be spiritually discerned, taught, and demonstrated according to
Christ's command, with “signs following.” Its Science must be apprehended by as many as believe
on Christ and spiritually understand Truth.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 233:8-24)

In the midst of imperfection, perfection is seen and acknowledged only by degrees. The ages must
slowly work up to perfection. How long it must be before we arrive at the demonstration of scientific
being, no man knoweth, — not even “the Son but the Father;” but the false claim of error continues

its delusions until the goal of goodness is assiduously earned and won.

Already the shadow of His right hand rests upon the hour. Ye who can discern the face of the sky, —
the sign material, — how much more should ye discern the sign mental, and compass the
destruction of sin and sickness by overcoming the thoughts which produce them, and by
understanding the spiritual idea which corrects and destroys them. To reveal this truth was our

Master's mission to all mankind, including the hearts which rejected him.

We will now have a moment of silent prayer to be followed by

the audible repetition of the Lord’s Prayer.
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