EXAMPLE

Welcome to Fourth Church of New Orleans Wednesday Healing service. Today I will read
selections from the Bible and from Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary
Baker Eddy. Later we will have time for testimonies or other thoughts you may have on
Christian Science.

We will begin today with Hymn

Hymns 145, 339, 442

THE BIBLE

(Psalms 37:23-40)

The steps of a good man are ordered by the LORD: and he delighteth in his way. Though he
fall, he shall not be utterly cast down: for the LORD upholdeth him with his hand. | have been
young, and now am old; yet have | not seen the righteous forsaken, nor his seed begging bread.
He is ever merciful, and lendeth; and his seed is blessed. Depart from evil, and do good; and
dwell for evermore. For the LORD loveth judgment, and forsaketh not his saints; they are
preserved for ever: but the seed of the wicked shall be cut off. The righteous shall inherit the
land, and dwell therein for ever. The mouth of the righteous speaketh wisdom, and his tongue
talketh of judgment. The law of his God is in his heart; none of his steps shall slide. The wicked
watcheth the righteous, and seeketh to slay him. The LORD will not leave him in his hand, nor
condemn him when he is judged. Wait on the LORD, and keep his way, and he shall exalt thee
to inherit the land: when the wicked are cut off, thou shalt see it. | have seen the wicked in great
power, and spreading himself like a green bay tree. Yet he passed away, and, lo, he was not:
yea, | sought him, but he could not be found. Mark the perfect man, and behold the upright: for
the end of that man is peace. But the transgressors shall be destroyed together: the end of the
wicked shall be cut off. But the salvation of the righteous is of the LORD: he is their strength in
the time of trouble. And the LORD shall help them, and deliver them: he shall deliver them from
the wicked, and save them, because they trust in him.

(Isaiah 61:1-11)

The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me; because the LORD hath anointed me to preach good
tidings unto the meek; he hath sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the



captives, and the opening of the prison to them that are bound; To proclaim the acceptable year
of the LORD, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all that mourn; To appoint unto
them that mourn in Zion, to give unto them beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, the
garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness; that they might be called trees of righteousness,
the planting of the LORD, that he might be glorified. I And they shall build the old wastes, they
shall raise up the former desolations, and they shall repair the waste cities, the desolations of
many generations. And strangers shall stand and feed your flocks, and the sons of the alien
shall be your plowmen and your vinedressers. But ye shall be named the Priests of the LORD:
men shall call you the Ministers of our God: ye shall eat the riches of the Gentiles, and in their
glory shall ye boast yourselves. { For your shame ye shall have double; and for confusion they
shall rejoice in their portion: therefore in their land they shall possess the double: everlasting joy
shall be unto them. For | the LORD love judgment, | hate robbery for burnt offering; and | will
direct their work in truth, and | will make an everlasting covenant with them. And their seed shall
be known among the Gentiles, and their offspring among the people: all that see them shall
acknowledge them, that they are the seed which the LORD hath blessed. | will greatly rejoice in
the LORD, my soul shall be joyful in my God; for he hath clothed me with the garments of
salvation, he hath covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decketh himself
with ornaments, and as a bride adorneth herself with her jewels. For as the earth bringeth forth
her bud, and as the garden causeth the things that are sown in it to spring forth; so the Lord
GOD will cause righteousness and praise to spring forth before all the nations.

(Luke 10:25-37)

1 And, behold, a certain lawyer stood up, and tempted him, saying, Master, what shall | do to
inherit eternal life? He said unto him, What is written in the law? how readest thou? And he
answering said, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and
with all thy strength, and with all thy mind; and thy neighbour as thyself. And he said unto him,
Thou hast answered right: this do, and thou shalt live. But he, willing to justify himself, said unto
Jesus, And who is my neighbour? And Jesus answering said, A certain man went down from
Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell among thieves, which stripped him of his raiment, and wounded
him, and departed, leaving him half dead. And by chance there came down a certain priest that
way: and when he saw him, he passed by on the other side. And likewise a Levite, when he was
at the place, came and looked on him, and passed by on the other side. But a certain
Samaritan, as he journeyed, came where he was: and when he saw him, he had compassion on
him, And went to him, and bound up his wounds, pouring in oil and wine, and set him on his
own beast, and brought him to an inn, and took care of him. And on the morrow when he
departed, he took out two pence, and gave them to the host, and said unto him, Take care of
him; and whatsoever thou spendest more, when | come again, | will repay thee. Which now of
these three, thinkest thou, was neighbour unto him that fell among the thieves? And he said, He
that shewed mercy on him. Then said Jesus unto him, Go, and do thou likewise.



(John 13:3-20)

Jesus knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he was come from
God, and went to God; He riseth from supper, and laid aside his garments; and took a towel,
and girded himself. After that he poureth water into a basin, and began to wash the disciples'
feet, and to wipe them with the towel wherewith he was girded. Then cometh he to Simon Peter:
and Peter saith unto him, Lord, dost thou wash my feet? Jesus answered and said unto him,
What I do thou knowest not now; but thou shalt know hereafter. Peter saith unto him, Thou shalt
never wash my feet. Jesus answered him, If | wash thee not, thou hast no part with me. Simon
Peter saith unto him, Lord, not my feet only, but also my hands and my head. Jesus saith to
him, He that is washed needeth not save to wash his feet, but is clean every whit: and ye are
clean, but not all. For he knew who should betray him; therefore said he, Ye are not all clean.
So after he had washed their feet, and had taken his garments, and was set down again, he
said unto them, Know ye what | have done to you? Ye call me Master and Lord: and ye say
well; for so | am. If | then, your Lord and Master, have washed your feet; ye also ought to wash
one another's feet. For | have given you an example, that ye should do as | have done to you.
Verily, verily, | say unto you, The servant is not greater than his lord; neither he that is sent
greater than he that sent him. If ye know these things, happy are ye if ye do them. 1 | speak not
of you all: I know whom | have chosen: but that the scripture may be fulfilled, He that eateth
bread with me hath lifted up his heel against me. Now | tell you before it come, that, when it is
come to pass, ye may believe that | am he. Verily, verily, | say unto you, He that receiveth
whomsoever | send receiveth me; and he that receiveth me receiveth him that sent me.

(James 2:14-26)

What doth it profit, my brethren, though a man say he hath faith, and have not works? can faith
save him? If a brother or sister be naked, and destitute of daily food, And one of you say unto
them, Depart in peace, be ye warmed and filled; notwithstanding ye give them not those things
which are needful to the body; what doth it profit? Even so faith, if it hath not works, is dead,
being alone. Yea, a man may say, Thou hast faith, and | have works: shew me thy faith without
thy works, and | will shew thee my faith by my works. Thou believest that there is one God; thou
doest well: the devils also believe, and tremble. But wilt thou know, O vain man, that faith
without works is dead? Was not Abraham our father justified by works, when he had offered
Isaac his son upon the altar? Seest thou how faith wrought with his works, and by works was
faith made perfect? And the scripture was fulfilled which saith, Abraham believed God, and it
was imputed unto him for righteousness: and he was called the Friend of God. Ye see then how
that by works a man is justified, and not by faith only. Likewise also was not Ra-hab the harlot
justified by works, when she had received the messengers, and had sent them out another
way? For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also.



SCIENCE AND HEALTH

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 8:28-10:13)

We should examine ourselves and learn what is the affection and purpose of the heart, for in
this way only can we learn what we honestly are. If a friend informs us of a fault, do we listen
patiently to the rebuke and credit what is said? Do we not rather give thanks that we are “not as
other men”? During many years the author has been most grateful for merited rebuke. The
wrong lies in unmerited censure, — in the falsehood which does no one any good.

The test of all prayer lies in the answer to these questions: Do we love our neighbor better
because of this asking? Do we pursue the old selfishness, satisfied with having prayed for
something better, though we give no evidence of the sincerity of our requests by living
consistently with our prayer? If selfishness has given place to kindness, we shall regard our
neighbor unselfishly, and bless them that curse us; but we shall never meet this great duty
simply by asking that it may be done. There is a cross to be taken up before we can enjoy the
fruition of our hope and faith.

Dost thou “love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind”?
This command includes much, even the surrender of all merely material sensation, affection,
and worship. This is the El Dorado of Christianity. It involves the Science of Life, and recognizes
only the divine control of Spirit, in which Soul is our master, and material sense and human will
have no place.

Are you willing to leave all for Christ, for Truth, and so be counted among sinners? No! Do you
really desire to attain this point? No! Then why make long prayers about it and ask to be
Christians, since you do not care to tread in the footsteps of our dear Master? If unwilling to
follow his example, why pray with the lips that you may be partakers of his nature? Consistent
prayer is the desire to do right. Prayer means that we desire to walk and will walk in the light so
far as we receive it, even though with bleeding footsteps, and that waiting patiently on the Lord,
we will leave our real desires to be rewarded by Him.

The world must grow to the spiritual understanding of prayer. If good enough to profit by Jesus'
cup of earthly sorrows, God will sustain us under these sorrows. Until we are thus divinely
qualified and are willing to drink his cup, millions of vain repetitions will never pour into prayer
the unction of Spirit in demonstration of power and “with signs following.” Christian Science
reveals a necessity for overcoming the world, the flesh, and evil, and thus destroying all error.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 51:6)

Jesus could have withdrawn himself from his enemies. He had power to lay down a human
sense of life for his spiritual identity in the likeness of the divine; but he allowed men to attempt



the destruction of the mortal body in order that he might furnish the proof of immortal life.
Nothing could Kill this Life of man. Jesus could give his temporal life into his enemies' hands; but
when his earth-mission was accomplished, his spiritual life, indestructible and eternal, was
found forever the same. He knew that matter had no life and that real Life is God; therefore he
could no more be separated from his spiritual Life than God could be extinguished.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 192:27)

We walk in the footsteps of Truth and Love by following the example of our Master in the
understanding of divine metaphysics. Christianity is the basis of true healing. Whatever holds
human thought in line with unselfed love, receives directly the divine power.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 324:7—-29 (np))

Unless the harmony and immortality of man are becoming more apparent, we are not gaining
the true idea of God; and the body will reflect what governs it, whether it be Truth or error,
understanding or belief, Spirit or matter. Therefore “acquaint now thyself with Him, and be at
peace.” Be watchful, sober, and vigilant. The way is straight and narrow, which leads to the
understanding that God is the only Life. It is a warfare with the flesh, in which we must conquer
sin, sickness, and death, either here or hereafter, — certainly before we can reach the goal of
Spirit, or life in God.

Paul was not at first a disciple of Jesus but a persecutor of Jesus' followers. When the truth first
appeared to him in Science, Paul was made blind, and his blindness was felt; but spiritual light
soon enabled him to follow the example and teachings of Jesus, healing the sick and preaching
Christianity throughout Asia Minor, Greece, and even in imperial Rome.

Paul writes, “If Christ [Truth] be not risen, then is our preaching vain.” That is, if the idea of the
supremacy of Spirit, which is the true conception of being, come not to your thought, you cannot
be benefited by what | say.

Jesus said substantially, “He that believeth in me shall not see death.” That is, he who perceives
the true idea of Life loses his belief in death. He who has the true idea of good loses all sense of
evil, and by reason of this is being ushered into the undying realities of Spirit. Such a one
abideth in Life, — life obtained not of the body incapable of supporting life, but of Truth,
unfolding its own immortal idea. Jesus gave the true idea of being, which results in infinite
blessings to mortals.

In Colossians (iii. 4) Paul writes: “When Christ, who is our life, shall appear [be manifested],
then shall ye also appear [be manifested] with him in glory.” When spiritual being is understood
in all its perfection, continuity, and might, then shall man be found in God's image. The absolute



meaning of the apostolic words is this: Then shall man be found, in His likeness, perfect as the
Father, indestructible in Life, “hid with Christ in God,” — with Truth in divine Love, where human
sense hath not seen man.

Paul had a clear sense of the demands of Truth upon mortals physically and spiritually, when he
said: “Present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your
reasonable service.” But he, who is begotten of the beliefs of the flesh and serves them, can
never reach in this world the divine heights of our Lord. The time cometh when the spiritual
origin of man, the divine Science which ushered Jesus into human presence, will be understood
and demonstrated.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 555:16)

Searching for the origin of man, who is the reflection of God, is like inquiring into the origin of
God, the self-existent and eternal. Only impotent error would seek to unite Spirit with matter,
good with evil, immortality with mortality, and call this sham unity man, as if man were the
offspring of both Mind and matter, of both Deity and humanity. Creation rests on a spiritual
basis. We lose our standard of perfection and set aside the proper conception of Deity, when we
admit that the perfect is the author of aught that can become imperfect, that God bestows the
power to sin, or that Truth confers the ability to err. Our great example, Jesus, could restore the
individualized manifestation of existence, which seemed to vanish in death. Knowing that God
was the Life of man, Jesus was able to present himself unchanged after the crucifixion. Truth
fosters the idea of Truth, and not the belief in illusion or error. That which is real, is sustained by
Spirit.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 494:5)

Is it not a species of infidelity to believe that so great a work as the Messiah's was done for
himself or for God, who needed no help from Jesus' example to preserve the eternal harmony?
But mortals did need this help, and Jesus pointed the way for them. Divine Love always has met
and always will meet every human need. It is not well to imagine that Jesus demonstrated the
divine power to heal only for a select number or for a limited period of time, since to all mankind
and in every hour, divine Love supplies all good.

We will now have a moment of silent prayer to be followed by
the audible repetition of the Lord’s Prayer.



Fourth Church of New Orleans is a branch of
The Mother Church of Christ, Scientist, in
Boston, MA. This church is committed to
understanding and practicing the works of
Christ Jesus and his disciples. Our church is a
healing church and all mankind is included in
the blessing this service imparts.

In addition to this Wednesday Service, we have
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