BELIEF

Welcome to Fourth Church of New Orleans Wednesday Healing service. Today I will read
selections from the Bible and from Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary
Baker Eddy. Later we will have time for testimonies or other thoughts you may have on
Christian Science.

We will begin today with Hymn

Hymns 34, 104, 166

THE BIBLE

(Isaiah 43:1-15)

But now thus saith the LORD that created thee, O Jacob, and he that formed thee, O Israel, Fear
not: for | have redeemed thee, | have called thee by thy name; thou art mine. When thou passest
through the waters, | will be with thee; and through the rivers, they shall not overflow thee: when
thou walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be burned; neither shall the flame kindle upon thee. For |
am the LORD thy God, the Holy One of Israel, thy Saviour: | gave Egypt for thy ransom, Ethiopia
and Seba for thee. Since thou wast precious in my sight, thou hast been honourable, and | have
loved thee: therefore will | give men for thee, and people for thy life. Fear not: for | am with thee: | will
bring thy seed from the east, and gather thee from the west; | will say to the north, Give up; and to
the south, Keep not back: bring my sons from far, and my daughters from the ends of the earth;
Even every one that is called by my name: for | have created him for my glory, | have formed him;
yea, | have made him. { Bring forth the blind people that have eyes, and the deaf that have ears. Let
all the nations be gathered together, and let the people be assembled: who among them can declare
this, and shew us former things? let them bring forth their witnesses, that they may be justified: or let
them hear, and say, It is truth. Ye are my witnesses, saith the LORD, and my servant whom | have
chosen: that ye may know and believe me, and understand that | am he: before me there was no
God formed, neither shall there be after me. I, even |, am the LORD; and beside me there is no
saviour. | have declared, and have saved, and | have shewed, when there was no strange god
among you: therefore ye are my witnesses, saith the LORD, that | am God. Yea, before the day was

| am he; and there is none that can deliver out of my hand: | will work, and who shall let it?  Thus



saith the LORD, your redeemer, the Holy One of Israel; For your sake | have sent to Babylon, and
have brought down all their nobles, and the Chaldeans, whose cry is in the ships. | am the LORD,

your Holy One, the creator of Israel, your King.

(Mark 5:25-34)

And a certain woman, which had an issue of blood twelve years, And had suffered many things of
many physicians, and had spent all that she had, and was nothing bettered, but rather grew worse,
When she had heard of Jesus, came in the press behind, and touched his garment. For she said, If |
may touch but his clothes, | shall be whole. And straightway the fountain of her blood was dried up;
and she felt in her body that she was healed of that plague. And Jesus, immediately knowing in
himself that virtue had gone out of him, turned him about in the press, and said, Who touched my
clothes? And his disciples said unto him, Thou seest the multitude thronging thee, and sayest thou,
Who touched me? And he looked round about to see her that had done this thing. But the woman
fearing and trembling, knowing what was done in her, came and fell down before him, and told him
all the truth. And he said unto her, Daughter, thy faith hath made thee whole; go in peace, and be
whole of thy plague.

(Luke 13:11-17)

1 And, behold, there was a woman which had a spirit of infirmity eighteen years, and was bowed
together, and could in no wise lift up herself. And when Jesus saw her, he called her to him, and said
unto her, Woman, thou art loosed from thine infirmity. And he laid his hands on her: and immediately
she was made straight, and glorified God. And the ruler of the synagogue answered with indignation,
because that Jesus had healed on the sabbath day, and said unto the people, There are six days in
which men ought to work: in them therefore come and be healed, and not on the sabbath day. The
Lord then answered him, and said, Thou hypocrite, doth not each one of you on the sabbath loose
his ox or his ass from the stall, and lead him away to watering? And ought not this woman, being a
daughter of Abraham, whom Satan hath bound, lo, these eighteen years, be loosed from this bond
on the sabbath day? And when he had said these things, all his adversaries were ashamed: and all

the people rejoiced for all the glorious things that were done by him.



(John 12:44-50)

1 Jesus cried and said, He that believeth on me, believeth not on me, but on him that sent me. And
he that seeth me seeth him that sent me. | am come a light into the world, that whosoever believeth
on me should not abide in darkness. And if any man hear my words, and believe not, | judge him
not: for | came not to judge the world, but to save the world. He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not
my words, hath one that judgeth him: the word that | have spoken, the same shall judge him in the
last day. For | have not spoken of myself; but the Father which sent me, he gave me a
commandment, what | should say, and what | should speak. And | know that his commandment is

life everlasting: whatsoever | speak therefore, even as the Father said unto me, so | speak.

(John 15:1-17)

| am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman. Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he
taketh away: and every branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit. Now
ye are clean through the word which | have spoken unto you. Abide in me, and | in you. As the
branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in me. |
am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much
fruit: for without me ye can do nothing. If a man abide not in me, he is cast forth as a branch, and is
withered; and men gather them, and cast them into the fire, and they are burned. If ye abide in me,
and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you. Herein is my
Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye be my disciples. As the Father hath loved me, so
have | loved you: continue ye in my love. If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love;
even as | have kept my Father's commandments, and abide in his love. These things have | spoken
unto you, that my joy might remain in you, and that your joy might be full. This is my commandment,
That ye love one another, as | have loved you. Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay
down his life for his friends. Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever | command you. Henceforth | call
you not servants; for the servant knoweth not what his lord doeth: but | have called you friends; for
all things that | have heard of my Father | have made known unto you. Ye have not chosen me, but |
have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye should go and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should
remain: that whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in my name, he may give it you. These things |

command you, that ye love one another.



SCIENCE AND HEALTH

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 12:1-26)

“The prayer of faith shall save the sick,” says the Scripture. What is this healing prayer? A mere
request that God will heal the sick has no power to gain more of the divine presence than is always
at hand. The beneficial effect of such prayer for the sick is on the human mind, making it act more
powerfully on the body through a blind faith in God. This, however, is one belief casting out another,
— a belief in the unknown casting out a belief in sickness. It is neither Science nor Truth which acts
through blind belief, nor is it the human understanding of the divine healing Principle as manifested
in Jesus, whose humble prayers were deep and conscientious protests of Truth, — of man's likeness
to God and of man's unity with Truth and Love.

Prayer to a corporeal God affects the sick like a drug, which has no efficacy of its own but borrows
its power from human faith and belief. The drug does nothing, because it has no intelligence. It is a
mortal belief, not divine Principle or Love, which causes a drug to be apparently either poisonous or
sanative.

The common custom of praying for the recovery of the sick finds help in blind belief, whereas help
should come from the enlightened understanding. Changes in belief may go on indefinitely, but they
are the merchandise of human thought and not the outgrowth of divine Science.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 116:11-23)

A correct view of Christian Science and of its adaptation to healing includes vastly more than is at
first seen. Works on metaphysics leave the grand point untouched. They never crown the power of
Mind as the Messiah, nor do they carry the day against physical enemies, — even to the extinction
of all belief in matter, evil, disease, and death, — nor insist upon the fact that God is all, therefore
that matter is nothing beyond an image in mortal mind.

Christian Science strongly emphasizes the thought that God is not corporeal, but incorporeal, — that
is, bodiless. Mortals are corporeal, but God is incorporeal.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 230:19-11)

Does wisdom make blunders which must afterwards be rectified by man? Does a law of God
produce sickness, and can man put that law under his feet by healing sickness? According to Holy
Writ, the sick are never really healed by drugs, hygiene, or any material method. These merely
evade the question. They are soothing syrups to put children to sleep, satisfy mortal belief, and quiet
fear.

We think that we are healed when a disease disappears, though it is liable to reappear; but we are



never thoroughly healed until the liability to be ill is removed. So-called mortal mind or the mind of
mortals being the remote, predisposing, and the exciting cause of all suffering, the cause of disease
must be obliterated through Christ in divine Science, or the so-called physical senses will get the
victory.

Unless an ill is rightly met and fairly overcome by Truth, the ill is never conquered. If God destroys
not sin, sickness, and death, they are not destroyed in the mind of mortals, but seem to this so-
called mind to be immortal. What God cannot do, man need not attempt. If God heals not the sick,
they are not healed, for no lesser power equals the infinite All-power; but God, Truth, Life, Love,
does heal the sick through the prayer of the righteous.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 367:30-32 (np))

Because Truth is infinite, error should be known as nothing. Because Truth is omnipotent in
goodness, error, Truth's opposite, has no might. Evil is but the counterpoise of nothingness. The
greatest wrong is but a supposititious opposite of the highest right. The confidence inspired by
Science lies in the fact that Truth is real and error is unreal. Error is a coward before Truth. Divine
Science insists that time will prove all this. Both truth and error have come nearer than ever before to
the apprehension of mortals, and truth will become still clearer as error is self-destroyed.

Against the fatal beliefs that error is as real as Truth, that evil is equal in power to good if not
superior, and that discord is as normal as harmony, even the hope of freedom from the bondage of
sickness and sin has little inspiration to nerve endeavor. When we come to have more faith in the
truth of being than we have in error, more faith in Spirit than in matter, more faith in living than in
dying, more faith in God than in man, then no material suppositions can prevent us from healing the
sick and destroying error.

That Life is not contingent on bodily conditions is proved, when we learn that life and man survive
this body. Neither evil, disease, nor death can be spiritual, and the material belief in them disappears
in the ratio of one's spiritual growth. Because matter has no consciousness or Ego, it cannot act; its
conditions are illusions, and these false conditions are the source of all seeming sickness. Admit the
existence of matter, and you admit that mortality (and therefore disease) has a foundation in fact.
Deny the existence of matter, and you can destroy the belief in material conditions. When fear
disappears, the foundation of disease is gone.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 490:12-6)

The Science of Mind needs to be understood. Until it is understood, mortals are more or less
deprived of Truth. Human theories are helpless to make man harmonious or immortal, since he is so
already, according to Christian Science. Our only need is to know this and reduce to practice the real
man's divine Principle, Love.

“Quench not the Spirit. Despise not prophesyings.” Human belief — or knowledge gained from the
so-called material senses — would, by fair logic, annihilate man along with the dissolving elements
of clay. The scientifically Christian explanations of the nature and origin of man destroy all material
sense with immortal testimony. This immortal testimony ushers in the spiritual sense of being, which



can be obtained in no other way.

Sleep and mesmerism explain the mythical nature of material sense. Sleep shows material sense as
either oblivion, nothingness, or an illusion or dream. Under the mesmeric illusion of belief, a man will
think that he is freezing when he is warm, and that he is swimming when he is on dry land. Needle-
thrusts will not hurt him. A delicious perfume will seem intolerable. Animal magnetism thus uncovers
material sense, and shows it to be a belief without actual foundation or validity. Change the belief,
and the sensation changes. Destroy the belief, and the sensation disappears.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 473:4-3)

The Science of Mind disposes of all evil. Truth, God, is not the father of error. Sin, sickness, and
death are to be classified as effects of error. Christ came to destroy the belief of sin. The God-
principle is omnipresent and omnipotent. God is everywhere, and nothing apart from Him is present
or has power. Christ is the ideal Truth, that comes to heal sickness and sin through Christian
Science, and attributes all power to God. Jesus is the name of the man who, more than all other
men, has presented Christ, the true idea of God, healing the sick and the sinning and destroying the
power of death. Jesus is the human man, and Christ is the divine idea; hence the duality of Jesus
the Christ.

In an age of ecclesiastical despotism, Jesus introduced the teaching and practice of Christianity,
affording the proof of Christianity's truth and love; but to reach his example and to test its unerring
Science according to his rule, healing sickness, sin, and death, a better understanding of God as
divine Principle, Love, rather than personality or the man Jesus, is required.

Jesus established what he said by demonstration, thus making his acts of higher importance than
his words. He proved what he taught. This is the Science of Christianity. Jesus proved the Principle,
which heals the sick and casts out error, to be divine. Few, however, except his students understood
in the least his teachings and their glorious proofs, — namely, that Life, Truth, and Love (the
Principle of this unacknowledged Science) destroy all error, evil, disease, and death.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 385:22—4)

You say that you have not slept well or have overeaten. You are a law unto yourself. Saying this and
believing it, you will suffer in proportion to your belief and fear. Your sufferings are not the penalty for
having broken a law of matter, for it is a law of mortal mind which you have disobeyed. You say or
think, because you have partaken of salt fish, that you must be thirsty, and you are thirsty
accordingly, while the opposite belief would produce the opposite result.

Any supposed information, coming from the body or from inert matter as if either were intelligent, is
an illusion of mortal mind, — one of its dreams. Realize that the evidence of the senses is not to be
accepted in the case of sickness, any more than it is in the case of sin.



(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 79:7)

A scientific mental method is more sanitary than the use of drugs, and such a mental method
produces permanent health. Science must go over the whole ground, and dig up every seed of
error's sowing. Spiritualism relies upon human beliefs and hypotheses. Christian Science removes
these beliefs and hypotheses through the higher understanding of God, for Christian Science,
resting on divine Principle, not on material personalities, in its revelation of immortality, introduces
the harmony of being.

We will now have a moment of silent prayer to be followed by

the audible repetition of the Lord’s Prayer.
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