Communication

Welcome to Fourth Church of New Orleans Wednesday Healing service. Today | will read
selections from the Bible and from Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary
Baker Eddy. Later we will have time for testimonies or other thoughts you may have on
Christian Science.

We will begin today with Hymn

Hymns 531, 462, 496

THE BIBLE

(Exodus 3:1-18)

Now Moses kept the flock of Jethro his father in law, the priest of Midian: and he led the flock to the
backside of the desert, and came to the mountain of God, even to Horeb. And the angel of the
LORD appeared unto him in a flame of fire out of the midst of a bush: and he looked, and, behold,
the bush burned with fire, and the bush was not consumed. And Moses said, | will now turn aside,
and see this great sight, why the bush is not burnt. And when the LORD saw that he turned aside to
see, God called unto him out of the midst of the bush, and said, Moses, Moses. And he said, Here
am I. And he said, Draw not nigh hither: put off thy shoes from off thy feet, for the place whereon
thou standest is holy ground. Moreover he said, | am the God of thy father, the God of Abraham, the
God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. And Moses hid his face; for he was afraid to look upon God.
And the LORD said, | have surely seen the affliction of my people which are in Egypt, and have
heard their cry by reason of their taskmasters; for | know their sorrows; And | am come down to
deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians, and to bring them up out of that land unto a good land
and a large, unto a land flowing with milk and honey; unto the place of the Canaanites, and the
Hittites, and the Amorites, and the Perizzites, and the Hivites, and the Jebusites. Now therefore,
behold, the cry of the children of Israel is come unto me: and | have also seen the oppression
wherewith the Egyptians oppress them. Come now therefore, and | will send thee unto Pharaoh, that
thou mayest bring forth my people the children of Israel out of Egypt.  And Moses said unto God,
Who am [, that | should go unto Pharaoh, and that | should bring forth the children of Israel out of
Egypt? And he said, Certainly | will be with thee; and this shall be a token unto thee, that | have sent
thee: When thou hast brought forth the people out of Egypt, ye shall serve God upon this mountain.
And Moses said unto God, Behold, when | come unto the children of Israel, and shall say unto them,

The God of your fathers hath sent me unto you; and they shall say to me, What is his name? what



shall I say unto them? And God said unto Moses, | AM THAT | AM: and he said, Thus shalt thou say
unto the children of Israel, | AM hath sent me unto you. And God said moreover unto Moses, Thus
shalt thou say unto the children of Israel, The LORD God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the
God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, hath sent me unto you: this is my name for ever, and this is my
memorial unto all generations. Go, and gather the elders of Israel together, and say unto them, The
LORD God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob, appeared unto me, saying, |
have surely visited you, and seen that which is done to you in Egypt: And | have said, | will bring you
up out of the affliction of Egypt unto the land of the Canaanites, and the Hittites, and the Amorites,
and the Perizzites, and the Hivites, and the Jebusites, unto a land flowing with milk and honey. And
they shall hearken to thy voice: and thou shalt come, thou and the elders of Israel, unto the king of
Egypt, and ye shall say unto him, The LORD God of the Hebrews hath met with us: and now let us
go, we beseech thee, three days' journey into the wilderness, that we may sacrifice to the LORD our
God.

(Deuteronomy 5:1-24)

And Moses called all Israel, and said unto them, Hear, O Israel, the statutes and judgments which |
speak in your ears this day, that ye may learn them, and keep, and do them. The LORD our God
made a covenant with us in Horeb. The LORD made not this covenant with our fathers, but with us,
even us, who are all of us here alive this day. The LORD talked with you face to face in the mount
out of the midst of the fire, (I stood between the LORD and you at that time, to shew you the word of
the LORD: for ye were afraid by reason of the fire, and went not up into the mount;) saying, I 1 am
the LORD thy God, which brought thee out of the land of Egypt, from the house of bondage. Thou
shalt have none other gods before me. Thou shalt not make thee any graven image, or any likeness
of any thing that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the waters beneath
the earth: Thou shalt not bow down thyself unto them, nor serve them: for | the LORD thy God am a
jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth generation
of them that hate me, And shewing mercy unto thousands of them that love me and keep my
commandments. Thou shalt not take the name of the LORD thy God in vain: for the LORD will not
hold him guiltless that taketh his name in vain. Keep the sabbath day to sanctify it, as the LORD thy
God hath commanded thee. Six days thou shalt labour, and do all thy work: But the seventh day is
the sabbath of the LORD thy God: in it thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy
daughter, nor thy manservant, nor thy maidservant, nor thine ox, nor thine ass, nor any of thy cattle,

nor thy stranger that is within thy gates; that thy manservant and thy maidservant may rest as well as



thou. And remember that thou wast a servant in the land of Egypt, and that the LORD thy God
brought thee out thence through a mighty hand and by a stretched out arm: therefore the LORD thy
God commanded thee to keep the sabbath day. { Honour thy father and thy mother, as the LORD
thy God hath commanded thee; that thy days may be prolonged, and that it may go well with thee, in
the land which the LORD thy God giveth thee. Thou shalt not kill. Neither shalt thou commit adultery.
Neither shalt thou steal. Neither shalt thou bear false witness against thy neighbour. Neither shalt
thou desire thy neighbour's wife, neither shalt thou covet thy neighbour's house, his field, or his
manservant, or his maidservant, his ox, or his ass, or any thing that is thy neighbour's. { These
words the LORD spake unto all your assembly in the mount out of the midst of the fire, of the cloud,
and of the thick darkness, with a great voice: and he added no more. And he wrote them in two
tables of stone, and delivered them unto me. And it came to pass, when ye heard the voice out of
the midst of the darkness, (for the mountain did burn with fire,) that ye came near unto me, even all
the heads of your tribes, and your elders; And ye said, Behold, the LORD our God hath shewed us
his glory and his greatness, and we have heard his voice out of the midst of the fire: we have seen
this day that God doth talk with man, and he liveth.

(Mark 1:9-14)

And it came to pass in those days, that Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee, and was baptized of
John in Jordan. And straightway coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens opened, and the
Spirit like a dove descending upon him: And there came a voice from heaven, saying, Thou art my
beloved Son, in whom | am well pleased. And immediately the Spirit driveth him into the wilderness.
And he was there in the wilderness forty days, tempted of Satan; and was with the wild beasts; and
the angels ministered unto him. Now after that John was put in prison, Jesus came into Galilee,

preaching the gospel of the kingdom of God,

SCIENCE AND HEALTH

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 73:19-16)




The belief that material bodies return to dust, hereafter to rise up as spiritual bodies with material
sensations and desires, is incorrect. Equally incorrect is the belief that spirit is confined in a finite,
material body, from which it is freed by death, and that, when it is freed from the material body, spirit
retains the sensations belonging to that body.

It is a grave mistake to suppose that matter is any part of the reality of intelligent existence, or that
Spirit and matter, intelligence and non-intelligence, can commune together. This error Science will
destroy. The sensual cannot be made the mouthpiece of the spiritual, nor can the finite become the
channel of the infinite. There is no communication between so-called material existence and spiritual

life which is not subject to death.

To be on communicable terms with Spirit, persons must be free from organic bodies; and their return
to a material condition, after having once left it, would be as impossible as would be the restoration
to its original condition of the acorn, already absorbed into a sprout which has risen above the soil.
The seed which has germinated has a new form and state of existence. When here or hereafter the
belief of life in matter is extinct, the error which has held the belief dissolves with the belief, and
never returns to the old condition. No correspondence nor communion can exist between persons in
such opposite dreams as the belief of having died and left a material body and the belief of still living
in an organic, material body.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 77:5-32)

Existence continues to be a belief of corporeal sense until the Science of being is reached. Error
brings its own self-destruction both here and hereafter, for mortal mind creates its own physical
conditions. Death will occur on the next plane of existence as on this, until the spiritual
understanding of Life is reached. Then, and not until then, will it be demonstrated that “the second

death hath no power.”

The period required for this dream of material life, embracing its so-called pleasures and pains, to
vanish from consciousness, “knoweth no man . . . neither the Son, but the Father.” This period will
be of longer or shorter duration according to the tenacity of error. Of what advantage, then, would it
be to us, or to the departed, to prolong the material state and so prolong the illusion either of a soul

inert or of a sinning, suffering sense, — a so-called mind fettered to matter.



Even if communications from spirits to mortal consciousness were possible, such communications
would grow beautifully less with every advanced stage of existence. The departed would gradually
rise above ignorance and materiality, and Spiritualists would outgrow their beliefs in material
spiritualism. Spiritism consigns the so-called dead to a state resembling that of blighted buds, — to a
wretched purgatory, where the chances of the departed for improvement narrow into nothing and

they return to their old standpoints of matter.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 78:6—-27)

How unreasonable is the belief that we are wearing out life and hastening to death, and that at the
same time we are communing with immortality! If the departed are in rapport with mortality, or
matter, they are not spiritual, but must still be mortal, sinning, suffering, and dying. Then why look to
them — even were communication possible — for proofs of immortality, and accept them as

oracles? Communications gathered from ignorance are pernicious in tendency.

Spiritualism with its material accompaniments would destroy the supremacy of Spirit. If Spirit
pervades all space, it needs no material method for the transmission of messages. Spirit needs no

wires nor electricity in order to be omnipresent.

Spirit is not materially tangible. How then can it communicate with man through electric, material
effects? How can the majesty and omnipotence of Spirit be lost? God is not in the medley where
matter cares for matter, where spiritism makes many gods, and hypnotism and electricity are

claimed to be the agents of God's government.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 85:15-24 (np))

It is recorded that Jesus, as he once journeyed with his students, “knew their thoughts,” — read
them scientifically. In like manner he discerned disease and healed the sick. After the same method,
events of great moment were foretold by the Hebrew prophets. Our Master rebuked the lack of this
power when he said: “O ye hypocrites! ye can discern the face of the sky; but can ye not discern the

signs of the times?”



Both Jew and Gentile may have had acute corporeal senses, but mortals need spiritual sense. Jesus
knew the generation to be wicked and adulterous, seeking the material more than the spiritual. His
thrusts at materialism were sharp, but needed. He never spared hypocrisy the sternest
condemnation. He said: “These ought ye to have done, and not to leave the other undone.” The
great Teacher knew both cause and effect, knew that truth communicates itself but never imparts

error.

Jesus once asked, “Who touched me?” Supposing this inquiry to be occasioned by physical contact
alone, his disciples answered, “The multitude throng thee.” Jesus knew, as others did not, that it was
not matter, but mortal mind, whose touch called for aid. Repeating his inquiry, he was answered by
the faith of a sick woman. His quick apprehension of this mental call illustrated his spirituality. The
disciples' misconception of it uncovered their materiality. Jesus possessed more spiritual
susceptibility than the disciples. Opposites come from contrary directions, and produce unlike

results.

Mortals evolve images of thought. These may appear to the ignorant to be apparitions; but they are
mysterious only because it is unusual to see thoughts, though we can always feel their influence.
Haunted houses, ghostly voices, unusual noises, and apparitions brought out in dark seances either
involve feats by tricksters, or they are images and sounds evolved involuntarily by mortal mind.
Seeing is no less a quality of physical sense than feeling. Then why is it more difficult to see a

thought than to feel one? Education alone determines the difference. In reality there is none.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 445:19-4)

Christian Science silences human will, quiets fear with Truth and Love, and illustrates the unlabored
motion of the divine energy in healing the sick. Self-seeking, envy, passion, pride, hatred, and
revenge are cast out by the divine Mind which heals disease. The human will which maketh and
worketh a lie, hiding the divine Principle of harmony, is destructive to health, and is the cause of

disease rather than its cure.

There is great danger in teaching Mind-healing indiscriminately, thus disregarding the morals of the
student and caring only for the fees. Recalling Jefferson's words about slavery, “I tremble, when |

remember that God is just,” the author trembles whenever she sees a man, for the petty



consideration of money, teaching his slight knowledge of Mind-power, — perhaps communicating his

own bad morals, and in this way dealing pitilessly with a community unprepared for self-defence.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 447:12)

Ignorance, subtlety, or false charity does not forever conceal error; evil will in time disclose and
punish itself. The recuperative action of the system, when mentally sustained by Truth, goes on
naturally. When sin or sickness — the reverse of harmony — seems true to material sense, impart
without frightening or discouraging the patient the truth and spiritual understanding, which destroy
disease. Expose and denounce the claims of evil and disease in all their forms, but realize no reality
in them. A sinner is not reformed merely by assuring him that he cannot be a sinner because there is
no sin. To put down the claim of sin, you must detect it, remove the mask, point out the illusion, and
thus get the victory over sin and so prove its unreality. The sick are not healed merely by declaring
there is no sickness, but by knowing that there is none.

We will now have a moment of silent prayer to be followed by

the audible repetition of the Lord’s Prayer.

Fourth Church of New Orleans is a branch of
The Mother Church of Christ, Scientist, in
Boston, MA. This church is committed to
understanding and practicing the works of



Christ Jesus and his disciples. Our church is a
healing church and all mankind is included in
the blessing this service imparts.

In addition to this Wednesday Service, we have
Sunday Service right here on Zoom at 10:30 am
and we also have on Zoom our Sunday School
for young people up to the age of 20.

Information for all these Church Services can be
found on the Church website:

CH RISTIANSCIENCE4N EWORLEANS.COM



