
SYSTEM 

 

Welcome to Fourth Church of New Orleans Wednesday Healing service. Today I will read 

selections from the Bible and from Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary 

Baker Eddy. Later we will have time for testimonies or other thoughts you may have on 

Christian Science. 

We will begin today with Hymn___.  

 

Hymns 213, 263, 329 

 

THE BIBLE 

 

(Exodus 20:1–19) 

And God spake all these words, saying, I am the LORD thy God, which have brought thee out of the 

land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage. Thou shalt have no other gods before me. Thou shalt 

not make unto thee any graven image, or any likeness of any thing that is in heaven above, or that is 

in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth: Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, 

nor serve them: for I the LORD thy God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the 

children unto the third and fourth generation of them that hate me; And shewing mercy unto 

thousands of them that love me, and keep my commandments. Thou shalt not take the name of the 

LORD thy God in vain; for the LORD will not hold him guiltless that taketh his name in vain. 

Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days shalt thou labour, and do all thy work: But the 

seventh day is the sabbath of the LORD thy God: in it thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor thy son, 

nor thy daughter, thy manservant, nor thy maidservant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is within 

thy gates: For in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and 

rested the seventh day: wherefore the LORD blessed the sabbath day, and hallowed it. ¶ Honour thy 

father and thy mother: that thy days may be long upon the land which the LORD thy God giveth 

thee. Thou shalt not kill. Thou shalt not commit adultery. Thou shalt not steal. Thou shalt not bear 

false witness against thy neighbour. Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's house, thou shalt not covet 

thy neighbour's wife, nor his manservant, nor his maidservant, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor any thing 

that is thy neighbour's. ¶ And all the people saw the thunderings, and the lightnings, and the noise of 

the trumpet, and the mountain smoking: and when the people saw it, they removed, and stood afar 

off. And they said unto Moses, Speak thou with us, and we will hear: but let not God speak with us, 

lest we die. 

 

 

(Mark 9:14–29) 

¶ And when he came to his disciples, he saw a great multitude about them, and the scribes 

questioning with them. And straightway all the people, when they beheld him, were greatly amazed, 



and running to him saluted him. And he asked the scribes, What question ye with them? And one of 

the multitude answered and said, Master, I have brought unto thee my son, which hath a dumb spirit; 

And wheresoever he taketh him, he teareth him: and he foameth, and gnasheth with his teeth, and 

pineth away: and I spake to thy disciples that they should cast him out; and they could not. He 

answereth him, and saith, O faithless generation, how long shall I be with you? how long shall I 

suffer you? bring him unto me. And they brought him unto him: and when he saw him, straightway 

the spirit tare him; and he fell on the ground, and wallowed foaming. And he asked his father, How 

long is it ago since this came unto him? And he said, Of a child. And ofttimes it hath cast him into the 

fire, and into the waters, to destroy him: but if thou canst do any thing, have compassion on us, and 

help us. Jesus said unto him, If thou canst believe, all things are possible to him that believeth. And 

straightway the father of the child cried out, and said with tears, Lord, I believe; help thou mine 

unbelief. When Jesus saw that the people came running together, he rebuked the foul spirit, saying 

unto him, Thou dumb and deaf spirit, I charge thee, come out of him, and enter no more into him. 

And the spirit cried, and rent him sore, and came out of him: and he was as one dead; insomuch that 

many said, He is dead. But Jesus took him by the hand, and lifted him up; and he arose. And when 

he was come into the house, his disciples asked him privately, Why could not we cast him out? And 

he said unto them, This kind can come forth by nothing, but by prayer and fasting. 

 

 

(John 5:17–47) 

¶ But Jesus answered them, My Father worketh hitherto, and I work. Therefore the Jews sought the 

more to kill him, because he not only had broken the sabbath, but said also that God was his Father, 

making himself equal with God. Then answered Jesus and said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto 

you, The Son can do nothing of himself, but what he seeth the Father do: for what things soever he 

doeth, these also doeth the Son likewise. For the Father loveth the Son, and sheweth him all things 

that himself doeth: and he will shew him greater works than these, that ye may marvel. For as the 

Father raiseth up the dead, and quickeneth them; even so the Son quickeneth whom he will. For the 

Father judgeth no man, but hath committed all judgment unto the Son: That all men should honour 

the Son, even as they honour the Father. He that honoureth not the Son honoureth not the Father 

which hath sent him. Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on him 

that sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death 

unto life. Verily, verily, I say unto you, The hour is coming, and now is, when the dead shall hear the 

voice of the Son of God: and they that hear shall live. For as the Father hath life in himself; so hath 

he given to the Son to have life in himself; And hath given him authority to execute judgment also, 

because he is the Son of man. Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in the which all that are in 

the graves shall hear his voice, And shall come forth; they that have done good, unto the 

resurrection of life; and they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation. I can of mine 

own self do nothing: as I hear, I judge: and my judgment is just; because I seek not mine own will, 

but the will of the Father which hath sent me. If I bear witness of myself, my witness is not true. ¶ 

There is another that beareth witness of me; and I know that the witness which he witnesseth of me 

is true. Ye sent unto John, and he bare witness unto the truth. But I receive not testimony from man: 

but these things I say, that ye might be saved. He was a burning and a shining light: and ye were 

willing for a season to rejoice in his light. ¶ But I have greater witness than that of John: for the works 

which the Father hath given me to finish, the same works that I do, bear witness of me, that the 

Father hath sent me. And the Father himself, which hath sent me, hath borne witness of me. Ye 

have neither heard his voice at any time, nor seen his shape. And ye have not his word abiding in 

you: for whom he hath sent, him ye believe not. ¶ Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have 



eternal life: and they are they which testify of me. And ye will not come to me, that ye might have life. 

I receive not honour from men. But I know you, that ye have not the love of God in you. I am come in 

my Father's name, and ye receive me not: if another shall come in his own name, him ye will 

receive. How can ye believe, which receive honour one of another, and seek not the honour that 

cometh from God only? Do not think that I will accuse you to the Father: there is one that accuseth 

you, even Moses, in whom ye trust. For had ye believed Moses, ye would have believed me: for he 

wrote of me. But if ye believe not his writings, how shall ye believe my words? 

 

 

(John 14:1–16) 

Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me. In my Father's house are many 

mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and 

prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye 

may be also. And whither I go ye know, and the way ye know. Thomas saith unto him, Lord, we 

know not whither thou goest; and how can we know the way? Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, 

the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me. If ye had known me, ye should 

have known my Father also: and from henceforth ye know him, and have seen him. Philip saith unto 

him, Lord, shew us the Father, and it sufficeth us. Jesus saith unto him, Have I been so long time 

with you, and yet hast thou not known me, Philip? he that hath seen me hath seen the Father; and 

how sayest thou then, Shew us the Father? Believest thou not that I am in the Father, and the 

Father in me? the words that I speak unto you I speak not of myself: but the Father that dwelleth in 

me, he doeth the works. Believe me that I am in the Father, and the Father in me: or else believe me 

for the very works' sake. Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me, the works that I do 

shall he do also; and greater works than these shall he do; because I go unto my Father. And 

whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will I do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If ye 

shall ask any thing in my name, I will do it. ¶ If ye love me, keep my commandments. And I will pray 

the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever; 

 

 

SCIENCE AND HEALTH 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. vii:1–2, 13–8) 

To those leaning on the sustaining infinite, to-day is big with blessings. ... 

 

The time for thinkers has come. Truth, independent of doctrines and time-honored systems, knocks 

at the portal of humanity. Contentment with the past and the cold conventionality of materialism are 

crumbling away. Ignorance of God is no longer the stepping-stone to faith. The only guarantee of 

obedience is a right apprehension of Him whom to know aright is Life eternal. Though empires fall, 

“the Lord shall reign forever.”  

 

A book introduces new thoughts, but it cannot make them speedily understood. It is the task of the 

sturdy pioneer to hew the tall oak and to cut the rough granite. Future ages must declare what the 

pioneer has accomplished.  



 

Since the author's discovery of the might of Truth in the treatment of disease as well as of sin, her 

system has been fully tested and has not been found wanting; but to reach the heights of Christian 

Science, man must live in obedience to its divine Principle. To develop the full might of this Science, 

the discords of corporeal sense must yield to the harmony of spiritual sense, even as the science of 

music corrects false tones and gives sweet concord to sound. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 26:28–16) 

Our Master taught no mere theory, doctrine, or belief. It was the divine Principle of all real being 

which he taught and practised. His proof of Christianity was no form or system of religion and 

worship, but Christian Science, working out the harmony of Life and Love. Jesus sent a message to 

John the Baptist, which was intended to prove beyond a question that the Christ had come: “Go your 

way, and tell John what things ye have seen and heard; how that the blind see, the lame walk, the 

lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, to the poor the gospel is preached.” In other 

words: Tell John what the demonstration of divine power is, and he will at once perceive that God is 

the power in the Messianic work.  

 

That Life is God, Jesus proved by his reappearance after the crucifixion in strict accordance with his 

scientific statement: “Destroy this temple [body], and in three days I [Spirit] will raise it up.” It is as if 

he had said: The I — the Life, substance, and intelligence of the universe — is not in matter to be 

destroyed. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 98:31–29) 

The way through which immortality and life are learned is not ecclesiastical but Christian, not human 

but divine, not physical but metaphysical, not material but scientifically spiritual. Human philosophy, 

ethics, and superstition afford no demonstrable divine Principle by which mortals can escape from 

sin; yet to escape from sin, is what the Bible demands. “Work out your own salvation with fear and 

trembling,” says the apostle, and he straightway adds: “for it is God which worketh in you both to will 

and to do of His good pleasure” (Philippians ii. 12, 13). Truth has furnished the key to the kingdom, 

and with this key Christian Science has opened the door of the human understanding. None may 

pick the lock nor enter by some other door. The ordinary teachings are material and not spiritual. 

Christian Science teaches only that which is spiritual and divine, and not human. Christian Science 

is unerring and Divine; the human sense of things errs because it is human.  

 

Those individuals, who adopt theosophy, spiritualism, or hypnotism, may possess natures above 

some others who eschew their false beliefs. Therefore my contest is not with the individual, but with 

the false system. I love mankind, and shall continue to labor and to endure.  

 

The calm, strong currents of true spirituality, the manifestations of which are health, purity, and self-

immolation, must deepen human experience, until the beliefs of material existence are seen to be a 

bald imposition, and sin, disease, and death give everlasting place to the scientific demonstration of 

divine Spirit and to God's spiritual, perfect man. 

 



 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 129:21–25 (np)) 

We must abandon pharmaceutics, and take up ontology, — “the science of real being.” We must 

look deep into realism instead of accepting only the outward sense of things. Can we gather 

peaches from a pine-tree, or learn from discord the concord of being? Yet quite as rational are some 

of the leading illusions along the path which Science must tread in its reformatory mission among 

mortals. The very name, illusion, points to nothingness.  

 

The generous liver may object to the author's small estimate of the pleasures of the table. The sinner 

sees, in the system taught in this book, that the demands of God must be met. The petty intellect is 

alarmed by constant appeals to Mind. The licentious disposition is discouraged over its slight 

spiritual prospects. When all men are bidden to the feast, the excuses come. One has a farm, 

another has merchandise, and therefore they cannot accept.  

 

It is vain to speak dishonestly of divine Science, which destroys all discord, when you can 

demonstrate the actuality of Science. It is unwise to doubt if reality is in perfect harmony with God, 

divine Principle, — if Science, when understood and demonstrated, will destroy all discord, — since 

you admit that God is omnipotent; for from this premise it follows that good and its sweet concords 

have all-power.  

 

Christian Science, properly understood, would disabuse the human mind of material beliefs which 

war against spiritual facts; and these material beliefs must be denied and cast out to make place for 

truth. You cannot add to the contents of a vessel already full. Laboring long to shake the adult's faith 

in matter and to inculcate a grain of faith in God, — an inkling of the ability of Spirit to make the body 

harmonious, — the author has often remembered our Master's love for little children, and understood 

how truly such as they belong to the heavenly kingdom. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 546:23–8) 

Christian Science is dawning upon a material age. The great spiritual facts of being, like rays of light, 

shine in the darkness, though the darkness, comprehending them not, may deny their reality. The 

proof that the system stated in this book is Christianly scientific resides in the good this system 

accomplishes, for it cures on a divine demonstrable Principle which all may understand.  

 

If mathematics should present a thousand different examples of one rule, the proving of one 

example would authenticate all the others. A simple statement of Christian Science, if demonstrated 

by healing, contains the proof of all here said of Christian Science. If one of the statements in this 

book is true, every one must be true, for not one departs from the stated system and rule. You can 

prove for yourself, dear reader, the Science of healing, and so ascertain if the author has given you 

the correct interpretation of Scripture. 

 

 

 

 



(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 459:24–13) 

To mortal sense Christian Science seems abstract, but the process is simple and the results are 

sure if the Science is understood. The tree must be good, which produces good fruit. Guided by 

divine Truth and not guesswork, the theologus (that is, the student — the Christian and scientific 

expounder — of the divine law) treats disease with more certain results than any other healer on the 

globe. The Christian Scientist should understand and adhere strictly to the rules of divine 

metaphysics as laid down in this work, and rest his demonstration on this sure basis.  

 

Ontology is defined as “the science of the necessary constituents and relations of all beings,” and it 

underlies all metaphysical practice. Our system of Mind-healing rests on the apprehension of the 

nature and essence of all being, — on the divine Mind and Love's essential qualities. Its pharmacy is 

moral, and its medicine is intellectual and spiritual, though used for physical healing. Yet this most 

fundamental part of metaphysics is the one most difficult to understand and demonstrate, for to the 

material thought all is material, till such thought is rectified by Spirit. 

 

 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 169:29–15) 

Whatever teaches man to have other laws and to acknowledge other powers than the divine Mind, is 

anti-Christian. The good that a poisonous drug seems to do is evil, for it robs man of reliance on 

God, omnipotent Mind, and according to belief, poisons the human system. Truth is not the basis of 

theogony. Modes of matter form neither a moral nor a spiritual system. The discord which calls for 

material methods is the result of the exercise of faith in material modes, — faith in matter instead of 

in Spirit.  

 

Did Jesus understand the economy of man less than Graham or Cutter? Christian ideas certainly 

present what human theories exclude — the Principle of man's harmony. The text, “Whosoever 

liveth and believeth in me shall never die,” not only contradicts human systems, but points to the 

self-sustaining and eternal Truth.  

 

The demands of Truth are spiritual, and reach the body through Mind. 

 

 

We will now have a moment of silent prayer to be followed by 

the audible repetition of the Lord’s Prayer. 

 

 

 



Fourth Church of New Orleans is a branch of 

The Mother Church of Christ, Scientist, in 

Boston, MA. This church is committed to 

understanding and practicing the works of 

Christ Jesus and his disciples. Our church is a 

healing church and all mankind is included in 

the blessing this service imparts. 

In addition to this Wednesday Service on Zoom, 

we have Sunday in person Service and also right 

here on Zoom at 10:30 am and our Sunday 

School for young people up to the age of 20 is 

back in church.  

Information for all these Church Services can be 

found on the Church website: 

 

CHRISTIANSCIENCE4NEWORLEANS.COM 

 


