
FAITH (Starting after the crucifixion of Jesus) 

Hymns: 470, 510, 546 

 

THE BIBLE 

(Luke 23:50–56) 

¶ And, behold, there was a man named Joseph, a counsellor; and he 

was a good man, and a just: (The same had not consented to the 

counsel and deed of them;) he was of Arimathæa, a city of the Jews: 

who also himself waited for the kingdom of God. This man went unto 

Pilate, and begged the body of Jesus. And he took it down, and 

wrapped it in linen, and laid it in a sepulchre that was hewn in stone, 

wherein never man before was laid. And that day was the preparation, 

and the sabbath drew on. And the women also, which came with him 

from Galilee, followed after, and beheld the sepulchre, and how his 

body was laid. And they returned, and prepared spices and ointments; 

and rested the sabbath day according to the commandment. 

(Luke 24:1–53) 

Now upon the first day of the week, very early in the morning, they 

came unto the sepulchre, bringing the spices which they had prepared, 

and certain others with them. And they found the stone rolled away 

from the sepulchre. And they entered in, and found not the body of the 

Lord Jesus. And it came to pass, as they were much perplexed 

thereabout, behold, two men stood by them in shining garments: And 

as they were afraid, and bowed down their faces to the earth, they said 

unto them, Why seek ye the living among the dead? He is not here, but 

is risen: remember how he spake unto you when he was yet in Galilee, 

Saying, The Son of man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, 

and be crucified, and the third day rise again. And they remembered his 



words, And returned from the sepulchre, and told all these things unto 

the eleven, and to all the rest. It was Mary Magdalene, and Joanna, and 

Mary the mother of James, and other women that were with them, 

which told these things unto the apostles. And their words seemed to 

them as idle tales, and they believed them not. Then arose Peter, and 

ran unto the sepulchre; and stooping down, he beheld the linen clothes 

laid by themselves, and departed, wondering in himself at that which 

was come to pass. ¶ And, behold, two of them went that same day to a 

village called Emmaus, which was from Jerusalem about threescore 

furlongs. And they talked together of all these things which had 

happened. And it came to pass, that, while they communed together 

and reasoned, Jesus himself drew near, and went with them. But their 

eyes were holden that they should not know him. And he said unto 

them, What manner of communications are these that ye have one to 

another, as ye walk, and are sad? And the one of them, whose name 

was Cleopas, answering said unto him, Art thou only a stranger in 

Jerusalem, and hast not known the things which are come to pass there 

in these days? And he said unto them, What things? And they said unto 

him, Concerning Jesus of Nazareth, which was a prophet mighty in deed 

and word before God and all the people: And how the chief priests and 

our rulers delivered him to be condemned to death, and have crucified 

him. But we trusted that it had been he which should have redeemed 

Israel: and beside all this, to-day is the third day since these things were 

done. Yea, and certain women also of our company made us 

astonished, which were early at the sepulchre; And when they found 

not his body, they came, saying, that they had also seen a vision of 

angels, which said that he was alive. And certain of them which were 

with us went to the sepulchre, and found it even so as the women had 

said: but him they saw not. Then he said unto them, O fools, and slow 

of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken: Ought not Christ 



to have suffered these things, and to enter into his glory? And 

beginning at Moses and all the prophets, he expounded unto them in 

all the scriptures the things concerning himself. And they drew nigh 

unto the village, whither they went: and he made as though he would 

have gone further. But they constrained him, saying, Abide with us: for 

it is toward evening, and the day is far spent. And he went in to tarry 

with them. And it came to pass, as he sat at meat with them, he took 

bread, and blessed it, and brake, and gave to them. And their eyes were 

opened, and they knew him; and he vanished out of their sight. And 

they said one to another, Did not our heart burn within us, while he 

talked with us by the way, and while he opened to us the scriptures? 

And they rose up the same hour, and returned to Jerusalem, and found 

the eleven gathered together, and them that were with them, Saying, 

The Lord is risen indeed, and hath appeared to Simon. And they told 

what things were done in the way, and how he was known of them in 

breaking of bread. ¶ And as they thus spake, Jesus himself stood in the 

midst of them, and saith unto them, Peace be unto you. But they were 

terrified and affrighted, and supposed that they had seen a spirit. And 

he said unto them, Why are ye troubled? and why do thoughts arise in 

your hearts? Behold my hands and my feet, that it is I myself: handle 

me, and see; for a spirit hath not flesh and bones, as ye see me have. 

And when he had thus spoken, he shewed them his hands and his feet. 

And while they yet believed not for joy, and wondered, he said unto 

them, Have ye here any meat? And they gave him a piece of a broiled 

fish, and of an honeycomb. And he took it, and did eat before them. 

And he said unto them, These are the words which I spake unto you, 

while I was yet with you, that all things must be fulfilled, which were 

written in the law of Moses, and in the prophets, and in the psalms, 

concerning me. Then opened he their understanding, that they might 

understand the scriptures, And said unto them, Thus it is written, and 



thus it behoved Christ to suffer, and to rise from the dead the third day: 

And that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his 

name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. And ye are witnesses 

of these things. ¶ And, behold, I send the promise of my Father upon 

you: but tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem, until ye be endued with 

power from on high. ¶ And he led them out as far as to Bethany, and he 

lifted up his hands, and blessed them. And it came to pass, while he 

blessed them, he was parted from them, and carried up into heaven. 

And they worshipped him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy: 

And were continually in the temple, praising and blessing God. Amen. 

 

 

 

SCIENCE AND HEALTH 

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 

18:1) 

Atonement is the exemplification of man's unity with God, whereby 

man reflects divine Truth, Life, and Love. Jesus of Nazareth taught and 

demonstrated man's oneness with the Father, and for this we owe him 

endless homage. His mission was both individual and collective. He did 

life's work aright not only in justice to himself, but in mercy to mortals, 

— to show them how to do theirs, but not to do it for them nor to 

relieve them of a single responsibility. Jesus acted boldly, against the 

accredited evidence of the senses, against Pharisaical creeds and 

practices, and he refuted all opponents with his healing power. 

 



(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 

24:27–26:18) 

The efficacy of the crucifixion lay in the practical affection and 

goodness it demonstrated for mankind. The truth had been lived 

among men; but until they saw that it enabled their Master to triumph 

over the grave, his own disciples could not admit such an event to be 

possible. After the resurrection, even the unbelieving Thomas was 

forced to acknowledge how complete was the great proof of Truth and 

Love.  

 

The spiritual essence of blood is sacrifice. The efficacy of Jesus' spiritual 

offering is infinitely greater than can be expressed by our sense of 

human blood. The material blood of Jesus was no more efficacious to 

cleanse from sin when it was shed upon “the accursed tree,” than when 

it was flowing in his veins as he went daily about his Father's business. 

His true flesh and blood were his Life; and they truly eat his flesh and 

drink his blood, who partake of that divine Life.  

 

Jesus taught the way of Life by demonstration, that we may understand 

how this divine Principle heals the sick, casts out error, and triumphs 

over death. Jesus presented the ideal of God better than could any man 

whose origin was less spiritual. By his obedience to God, he 

demonstrated more spiritually than all others the Principle of being. 

Hence the force of his admonition, “If ye love me, keep my 

commandments.”  

 

Though demonstrating his control over sin and disease, the great 

Teacher by no means relieved others from giving the requisite proofs of 



their own piety. He worked for their guidance, that they might 

demonstrate this power as he did and understand its divine Principle. 

Implicit faith in the Teacher and all the emotional love we can bestow 

on him, will never alone make us imitators of him. We must go and do 

likewise, else we are not improving the great blessings which our 

Master worked and suffered to bestow upon us. The divinity of the 

Christ was made manifest in the humanity of Jesus.  

 

While we adore Jesus, and the heart overflows with gratitude for what 

he did for mortals, — treading alone his loving pathway up to the 

throne of glory, in speechless agony exploring the way for us, — yet 

Jesus spares us not one individual experience, if we follow his 

commands faithfully; and all have the cup of sorrowful effort to drink in 

proportion to their demonstration of his love, till all are redeemed 

through divine Love.  

 

The Christ was the Spirit which Jesus implied in his own statements: “I 

am the way, the truth, and the life;” “I and my Father are one.” This 

Christ, or divinity of the man Jesus, was his divine nature, the godliness 

which animated him. Divine Truth, Life, and Love gave Jesus authority 

over sin, sickness, and death. His mission was to reveal the Science of 

celestial being, to prove what God is and what He does for man. 

 

 

 (Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 

27:10) 



That Life is God, Jesus proved by his reappearance after the crucifixion 

in strict accordance with his scientific statement: “Destroy this temple 

[body], and in three days I [Spirit] will raise it up.” It is as if he had said: 

The I — the Life, substance, and intelligence of the universe — is not in 

matter to be destroyed. 

 

 (Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 

29:7–4) 

Christian experience teaches faith in the right and disbelief in the 

wrong. It bids us work the more earnestly in times of persecution, 

because then our labor is more needed. Great is the reward of self-

sacrifice, though we may never receive it in this world.  

 

There is a tradition that Publius Lentulus wrote to the authorities at 

Rome: “The disciples of Jesus believe him the Son of God.” Those 

instructed in Christian Science have reached the glorious perception 

that God is the only author of man. The Virgin-mother conceived this 

idea of God, and gave to her ideal the name of Jesus — that is, Joshua, 

or Saviour.  

 

The illumination of Mary's spiritual sense put to silence material law 

and its order of generation, and brought forth her child by the 

revelation of Truth, demonstrating God as the Father of men. The Holy 

Ghost, or divine Spirit, overshadowed the pure sense of the Virgin-

mother with the full recognition that being is Spirit. The Christ dwelt 

forever an idea in the bosom of God, the divine Principle of the man 

Jesus, and woman perceived this spiritual idea, though at first faintly 

developed.  



 

Man as the offspring of God, as the idea of Spirit, is the immortal 

evidence that Spirit is harmonious and man eternal. Jesus was the 

offspring of Mary's self-conscious communion with God. Hence he 

could give a more spiritual idea of life than other men, and could 

demonstrate the Science of Love — his Father or divine Principle. 

 

 (Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 

38:10) 

Jesus said: “These signs shall follow them that believe; . . . they shall lay 

hands on the sick, and they shall recover.” Who believes him? He was 

addressing his disciples, yet he did not say, “These signs shall follow 

you,” but them — “them that believe” in all time to come. Here the 

word hands is used metaphorically, as in the text, “The right hand of 

the Lord is exalted.” It expresses spiritual power; otherwise the healing 

could not have been done spiritually. At another time Jesus prayed, not 

for the twelve only, but for as many as should believe “through their 

word.” 

 

 (Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 

42:15–20 (np)) 

The resurrection of the great demonstrator of God's power was the 

proof of his final triumph over body and matter, and gave full evidence 

of divine Science, — evidence so important to mortals. The belief that 

man has existence or mind separate from God is a dying error. This 

error Jesus met with divine Science and proved its nothingness. 

Because of the wondrous glory which God bestowed on His anointed, 

temptation, sin, sickness, and death had no terror for Jesus. Let men 



think they had killed the body! Afterwards he would show it to them 

unchanged. This demonstrates that in Christian Science the true man is 

governed by God — by good, not evil — and is therefore not a mortal 

but an immortal. Jesus had taught his disciples the Science of this proof. 

He was here to enable them to test his still uncomprehended saying, 

“He that believeth on me, the works that I do shall he do also.” They 

must understand more fully his Life-principle by casting out error, 

healing the sick, and raising the dead, even as they did understand it 

after his bodily departure.  

 

The magnitude of Jesus' work, his material disappearance before their 

eyes and his reappearance, all enabled the disciples to understand 

what Jesus had said. Heretofore they had only believed; now they 

understood. The advent of this understanding is what is meant by the 

descent of the Holy Ghost, — that influx of divine Science which so 

illuminated the Pentecostal Day and is now repeating its ancient 

history.  

 

Jesus' last proof was the highest, the most convincing, the most 

profitable to his students. The malignity of brutal persecutors, the 

treason and suicide of his betrayer, were overruled by divine Love to 

the glorification of the man and of the true idea of God, which Jesus' 

persecutors had mocked and tried to slay. The final demonstration of 

the truth which Jesus taught, and for which he was crucified, opened a 

new era for the world. Those who slew him to stay his influence 

perpetuated and extended it. 

 



 (Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 

55:15–29) 

Truth's immortal idea is sweeping down the centuries, gathering 

beneath its wings the sick and sinning. My weary hope tries to realize 

that happy day, when man shall recognize the Science of Christ and 

love his neighbor as himself, — when he shall realize God's 

omnipotence and the healing power of the divine Love in what it has 

done and is doing for mankind. The promises will be fulfilled. The time 

for the reappearing of the divine healing is throughout all time; and 

whosoever layeth his earthly all on the altar of divine Science, drinketh 

of Christ's cup now, and is endued with the spirit and power of 

Christian healing.  

 

In the words of St. John: “He shall give you another Comforter, that he 

may abide with you forever.” This Comforter I understand to be Divine 

Science. 

 


