WISDOM

Welcome to Fourth Church of New Orleans Wednesday Healing service. Today I will read
selections from the Bible and from Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary
Baker Eddy. Later we will have time for testimonies or other thoughts you may have on
Christian Science.

We will begin today with Hymn

Hymns 65, 190, 343

THE BIBLE

And God spake all these words, saying, | am the LORD thy God, which have brought thee out of the
land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage. Thou shalt have no other gods before me. Thou shalt
not make unto thee any graven image, or any likeness of any thing that is in heaven above, or that is
in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth: Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them,
nor serve them: for | the LORD thy God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the
children unto the third and fourth generation of them that hate me; And shewing mercy unto
thousands of them that love me, and keep my commandments. Thou shalt not take the name of the
LORD thy God in vain; for the LORD will not hold him guiltless that taketh his name in vain.
Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days shalt thou labour, and do all thy work: But the
seventh day is the sabbath of the LORD thy God: in it thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor thy son,
nor thy daughter, thy manservant, nor thy maidservant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is within
thy gates: For in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and
rested the seventh day: wherefore the LORD blessed the sabbath day, and hallowed it.  Honour thy
father and thy mother: that thy days may be long upon the land which the LORD thy God giveth
thee. Thou shalt not kill. Thou shalt not commit adultery. Thou shalt not steal. Thou shalt not bear
false witness against thy neighbour. Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's house, thou shalt not covet
thy neighbour's wife, nor his manservant, nor his maidservant, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor any thing
that is thy neighbour's. 1 And all the people saw the thunderings, and the lightnings, and the noise of
the trumpet, and the mountain smoking: and when the people saw it, they removed, and stood afar
off. And they said unto Moses, Speak thou with us, and we will hear: but let not God speak with us,
lest we die. And Moses said unto the people, Fear not: for God is come to prove you, and that his
fear may be before your faces, that ye sin not.

(Exodus 20:1-20)

Hear, ye children, the instruction of a father, and attend to know understanding. For | give you good
doctrine, forsake ye not my law. For | was my father's son, tender and only beloved in the sight of my



mother. He taught me also, and said unto me, Let thine heart retain my words: keep my
commandments, and live. Get wisdom, get understanding: forget it not; neither decline from the
words of my mouth. Forsake her not, and she shall preserve thee: love her, and she shall keep thee.
Wisdom is the principal thing; therefore get wisdom: and with all thy getting get understanding. Exalt
her, and she shall promote thee: she shall bring thee to honour, when thou dost embrace her. She
shall give to thine head an ornament of grace: a crown of glory shall she deliver to thee. Hear, O my
son, and receive my sayings; and the years of thy life shall be many. | have taught thee in the way of
wisdom; | have led thee in right paths. When thou goest, thy steps shall not be straitened; and when
thou runnest, thou shalt not stumble. Take fast hold of instruction; let her not go: keep her; for she is
thy life.

(Proverbs 4:1-13)

And seeing the multitudes, he went up into a mountain: and when he was set, his disciples came
unto him: And he opened his mouth, and taught them, saying, Blessed are the poor in spirit: for
theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be comforted. Blessed
are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth. Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after
righteousness: for they shall be filled. Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain mercy. Blessed
are the pure in heart: for they shall see God. Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called
the children of God. Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness' sake: for theirs is the
kingdom of heaven. Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all
manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake. Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your
reward in heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets which were before you. { Ye are the salt of
the earth: but if the salt have lost his savour, wherewith shall it be salted? it is thenceforth good for
nothing, but to be cast out, and to be trodden under foot of men. Ye are the light of the world. A city
that is set on an hill cannot be hid. Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel, but on a
candlestick; and it giveth light unto all that are in the house. Let your light so shine before men, that
they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven. { Think not that | am
come to destroy the law, or the prophets: | am not come to destroy, but to fulfil. For verily | say unto
you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be
fulfilled.

(Matthew 5:1-18)

Let no man deceive himself. If any man among you seemeth to be wise in this world, let him become
a fool, that he may be wise. For the wisdom of this world is foolishness with God. For it is written, He
taketh the wise in their own craftiness. And again, The Lord knoweth the thoughts of the wise, that
they are vain. Therefore let no man glory in men. For all things are yours; Whether Paul, or Apollos,
or Cephas, or the world, or life, or death, or things present, or things to come; all are yours; And ye
are Christ's; and Christ is God's.

(I Corinthians 3:18-23)

SCIENCE AND HEALTH




God is not moved by the breath of praise to do more than He has already done, nor can the infinite
do less than bestow all good, since He is unchanging wisdom and Love. We can do more for
ourselves by humble fervent petitions, but the All-loving does not grant them simply on the ground of
lip-service, for He already knows all.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 2:8)

Asking God to be God is a vain repetition. God is “the same yesterday, and to-day, and forever;” and
He who is immutably right will do right without being reminded of His province. The wisdom of man is
not sufficient to warrant him in advising God.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 2:31)

Sorrow for wrong-doing is but one step towards reform and the very easiest step. The next and great
step required by wisdom is the test of our sincerity, — namely, reformation. To this end we are
placed under the stress of circumstances. Temptation bids us repeat the offence, and woe comes in
return for what is done. So it will ever be, till we learn that there is no discount in the law of justice
and that we must pay “the uttermost farthing.” The measure ye mete “shall be measured to you
again,” and it will be full “and running over.”

Saints and sinners get their full award, but not always in this world. The followers of Christ drank his
cup. Ingratitude and persecution filled it to the brim; but God pours the riches of His love into the
understanding and affections, giving us strength according to our day. Sinners flourish “like a green
bay tree;” but, looking farther, the Psalmist could see their end, — the destruction of sin through
suffering.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 5:3-21)

Experience teaches us that we do not always receive the blessings we ask for in prayer. There is

some misapprehension of the source and means of all goodness and blessedness, or we should



certainly receive that for which we ask. The Scriptures say: “Ye ask, and receive not, because ye
ask amiss, that ye may consume it upon your lusts.” That which we desire and for which we ask, it is
not always best for us to receive. In this case infinite Love will not grant the request. Do you ask
wisdom to be merciful and not to punish sin? Then “ye ask amiss.” Without punishment, sin would
multiply. Jesus' prayer, “Forgive us our debts,” specified also the terms of forgiveness. When
forgiving the adulterous woman he said, “Go, and sin no more.”

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 10:22)

Justice requires reformation of the sinner. Mercy cancels the debt only when justice approves.
Revenge is inadmissible. Wrath which is only appeased is not destroyed, but partially indulged.
Wisdom and Love may require many sacrifices of self to save us from sin. One sacrifice, however
great, is insufficient to pay the debt of sin. The atonement requires constant self-immolation on the
sinner's part. That God's wrath should be vented upon His beloved Son, is divinely unnatural. Such a
theory is man-made. The atonement is a hard problem in theology, but its scientific explanation is,
that suffering is an error of sinful sense which Truth destroys, and that eventually both sin and
suffering will fall at the feet of everlasting Love.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 22:30)

An apostle says that the Son of God [Christ] came to “destroy the works of the devil.” We should
follow our divine Exemplar, and seek the destruction of all evil works, error and disease included.
We cannot escape the penalty due for sin. The Scriptures say, that if we deny Christ, “he also will

deny us.”

Divine Love corrects and governs man. Men may pardon, but this divine Principle alone reforms the
sinner. God is not separate from the wisdom He bestows. The talents He gives we must improve.
Calling on Him to forgive our work badly done or left undone, implies the vain supposition that we

have nothing to do but to ask pardon, and that afterwards we shall be free to repeat the offence.

To cause suffering as the result of sin, is the means of destroying sin. Every supposed pleasure in
sin will furnish more than its equivalent of pain, until belief in material life and sin is destroyed. To

reach heaven, the harmony of being, we must understand the divine Principle of being.



“God is Love.” More than this we cannot ask, higher we cannot look, farther we cannot go. To
suppose that God forgives or punishes sin according as His mercy is sought or unsought, is to
misunderstand Love and to make prayer the safety-valve for wrong-doing.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 5:29-22)

The Revelator tells us of “a new heaven and a new earth.” Have you ever pictured this heaven and

earth, inhabited by beings under the control of supreme wisdom?

Let us rid ourselves of the belief that man is separated from God, and obey only the divine Principle,

Life and Love. Here is the great point of departure for all true spiritual growth.

It is difficult for the sinner to accept divine Science, because Science exposes his nothingness; but
the sooner error is reduced to its native nothingness, the sooner man's great reality will appear and
his genuine being will be understood. The destruction of error is by no means the destruction of
Truth or Life, but is the acknowledgment of them.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 91:1-15)

Every pang of repentance and suffering, every effort for reform, every good thought and deed, will
help us to understand Jesus' atonement for sin and aid its efficacy; but if the sinner continues to pray
and repent, sin and be sorry, he has little part in the atonement, — in the at-one-ment with God, —
for he lacks the practical repentance, which reforms the heart and enables man to do the will of
wisdom. Those who cannot demonstrate, at least in part, the divine Principle of the teachings and
practice of our Master have no part in God. If living in disobedience to Him, we ought to feel no
security, although God is good.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 19:17)

In a world of sin and sensuality hastening to a greater development of power, it is wise earnestly to

consider whether it is the human mind or the divine Mind which is influencing one. What the



prophets of Jehovah did, the worshippers of Baal failed to do; yet artifice and delusion claimed that

they could equal the work of wisdom.

Science only can explain the incredible good and evil elements now coming to the surface. Mortals
must find refuge in Truth in order to escape the error of these latter days. Nothing is more
antagonistic to Christian Science than a blind belief without understanding, for such a belief hides

Truth and builds on error.

Miracles are impossible in Science, and here Science takes issue with popular religions. The
scientific manifestation of power is from the divine nature and is not supernatural, since Science is
an explication of nature. The belief that the universe, including man, is governed in general by
material laws, but that occasionally Spirit sets aside these laws, — this belief belittles omnipotent

wisdom, and gives to matter the precedence over Spirit.

It is contrary to Christian Science to suppose that life is either material or organically spiritual.
Between Christian Science and all forms of superstition a great gulf is fixed, as impassable as that
between Dives and Lazarus. There is mortal mind-reading and immortal Mind-reading. The latter is a
revelation of divine purpose through spiritual understanding, by which man gains the divine Principle
and explanation of all things. Mortal mind-reading and immortal Mind-reading are distinctly opposite
standpoints, from which cause and effect are interpreted. The act of reading mortal mind
investigates and touches only human beliefs. Science is immortal and coordinate neither with the
premises nor with the conclusions of mortal beliefs.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 82:31-84:2)

We are Christian Scientists, only as we quit our reliance upon that which is false and grasp the true.
We are not Christian Scientists until we leave all for Christ. Human opinions are not spiritual. They
come from the hearing of the ear, from corporeality instead of from Principle, and from the mortal

instead of from the immortal. Spirit is not separate from God. Spirit is God.

Erring power is a material belief, a blind miscalled force, the offspring of will and not of wisdom, of
the mortal mind and not of the immortal. It is the headlong cataract, the devouring flame, the

tempest's breath. It is lightning and hurricane, all that is selfish, wicked, dishonest, and impure.



Moral and spiritual might belong to Spirit, who holds the “wind in His fists;” and this teaching accords
with Science and harmony. In Science, you can have no power opposed to God, and the physical
senses must give up their false testimony. Your influence for good depends upon the weight you
throw into the right scale. The good you do and embody gives you the only power obtainable. Evil is

not power. It is a mockery of strength, which erelong betrays its weakness and falls, never to rise.

We walk in the footsteps of Truth and Love by following the example of our Master in the
understanding of divine metaphysics. Christianity is the basis of true healing. Whatever holds human
thought in line with unselfed love, receives directly the divine power.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 192:4-31)

Divine Science is absolute, and permits no half-way position in learning its Principle and rule —
establishing it by demonstration. The conventional firm, called matter and mind, God never formed.
Science and understanding, governed by the unerring and eternal Mind, destroy the imaginary
copartnership, matter and mind, formed only to be destroyed in a manner and at a period as yet
unknown. This suppositional partnership is already obsolete, for matter, examined in the light of

divine metaphysics, disappears.

Matter has no life to lose, and Spirit never dies. A partnership of mind with matter would ignore
omnipresent and omnipotent Mind. This shows that matter did not originate in God, Spirit, and is not
eternal. Therefore matter is neither substantial, living, nor intelligent. The starting-point of divine
Science is that God, Spirit, is All-in-all, and that there is no other might nor Mind, — that God is

Love, and therefore He is divine Principle.

To grasp the reality and order of being in its Science, you must begin by reckoning God as the divine
Principle of all that really is. Spirit, Life, Truth, Love, combine as one, — and are the Scriptural
names for God. All substance, intelligence, wisdom, being, immortality, cause, and effect belong to
God. These are His attributes, the eternal manifestations of the infinite divine Principle, Love. No
wisdom is wise but His wisdom; no truth is true, no love is lovely, no life is Life but the divine; no

good is, but the good God bestows.

Divine metaphysics, as revealed to spiritual understanding, shows clearly that all is Mind, and that

Mind is God, omnipotence, omnipresence, omniscience, — that is, all power, all presence, all



Science. Hence all is in reality the manifestation of Mind.
(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 274:23-24 (np))

We should relieve our minds from the depressing thought that we have transgressed a material law
and must of necessity pay the penalty. Let us reassure ourselves with the law of Love. God never
punishes man for doing right, for honest labor, or for deeds of kindness, though they expose him to
fatigue, cold, heat, contagion. If man seems to incur the penalty through matter, this is but a belief of
mortal mind, not an enactment of wisdom, and man has only to enter his protest against this belief in
order to annul it. Through this action of thought and its results upon the body, the student will prove
to himself, by small beginnings, the grand verities of Christian Science.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 384:3)

Truth should, and does, drive error out of all selfhood. Truth is a two-edged sword, guarding and
guiding. Truth places the cherub wisdom at the gate of understanding to note the proper guests.
Radiant with mercy and justice, the sword of Truth gleams afar and indicates the infinite distance
between Truth and error, between the material and spiritual, — the unreal and the real.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 538:3)

In Science, Mind neither produces matter nor does matter produce mind. No mortal mind has the
might or right or wisdom to create or to destroy. All is under the control of the one Mind, ...
(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 544:13-16 (to ,))

We will now have a moment of silent prayer to be followed by

the audible repetition of the Lord’s Prayer.



Fourth Church of New Orleans is a branch of
The Mother Church, The First Church of Christ,
Scientist, in Boston, MA. This church is
committed to understanding and practicing the
works of Christ Jesus and his disciples. Our
church is a healing church and all mankind is
included in the blessing this service imparts.

In addition to this Wednesday Service on Zoom,
we have Sunday in person Service and also right
here on Zoom at 10:30 am and our Sunday
School for young people up to the age of 20 is
back in church.

Information for all these Church Services can be
found on the Church website:
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