GAIN

Welcome to Fourth Church of New Orleans Wednesday Healing service. Today I will read
selections from the Bible and from Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary
Baker Eddy. Later we will have time for testimonies or other thoughts you may have on
Christian Science.

We will begin today with Hymn

Hymns 174, 238, 269

THE BIBLE

(Mark 4:1-20)

And he began again to teach by the sea side: and there was gathered unto him a great multitude, so
that he entered into a ship, and sat in the sea; and the whole multitude was by the sea on the land.
And he taught them many things by parables, and said unto them in his doctrine, Hearken; Behold,
there went out a sower to sow: And it came to pass, as he sowed, some fell by the way side, and the
fowls of the air came and devoured it up. And some fell on stony ground, where it had not much
earth; and immediately it sprang up, because it had no depth of earth: But when the sun was up, it
was scorched; and because it had no root, it withered away. And some fell among thorns, and the
thorns grew up, and choked it, and it yielded no fruit. And other fell on good ground, and did yield
fruit that sprang up and increased; and brought forth, some thirty, and some sixty, and some an
hundred. And he said unto them, He that hath ears to hear, let him hear. And when he was alone,
they that were about him with the twelve asked of him the parable. And he said unto them, Unto you
it is given to know the mystery of the kingdom of God: but unto them that are without, all these things
are done in parables: That seeing they may see, and not perceive; and hearing they may hear, and
not understand; lest at any time they should be converted, and their sins should be forgiven them.
And he said unto them, Know ye not this parable? and how then will ye know all parables? q The
sower soweth the word. And these are they by the way side, where the word is sown; but when they
have heard, Satan cometh immediately, and taketh away the word that was sown in their hearts.
And these are they likewise which are sown on stony ground; who, when they have heard the word,
immediately receive it with gladness; And have no root in themselves, and so endure but for a time:

afterward, when affliction or persecution ariseth for the word's sake, immediately they are offended.



And these are they which are sown among thorns; such as hear the word, And the cares of this
world, and the deceitfulness of riches, and the lusts of other things entering in, choke the word, and
it becometh unfruitful. And these are they which are sown on good ground; such as hear the word,

and receive it, and bring forth fruit, some thirtyfold, some sixty, and some an hundred.

(John 6:5-14)

1 When Jesus then lifted up his eyes, and saw a great company come unto him, he saith unto Philip,
Whence shall we buy bread, that these may eat? And this he said to prove him: for he himself knew
what he would do. Philip answered him, Two hundred pennyworth of bread is not sufficient for them,
that every one of them may take a little. One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter's brother, saith
unto him, There is a lad here, which hath five barley loaves, and two small fishes: but what are they
among so many? And Jesus said, Make the men sit down. Now there was much grass in the place.
So the men sat down, in number about five thousand. And Jesus took the loaves; and when he had
given thanks, he distributed to the disciples, and the disciples to them that were set down; and
likewise of the fishes as much as they would. When they were filled, he said unto his disciples,
Gather up the fragments that remain, that nothing be lost. Therefore they gathered them together,
and filled twelve baskets with the fragments of the five barley loaves, which remained over and
above unto them that had eaten. Then those men, when they had seen the miracle that Jesus did,

said, This is of a truth that prophet that should come into the world.

(Acts 4:24-35)

And when they heard that, they lifted up their voice to God with one accord, and said, Lord, thou art
God, which hast made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and all that in them is: Who by the mouth of
thy servant David hast said, Why did the heathen rage, and the people imagine vain things? The
kings of the earth stood up, and the rulers were gathered together against the Lord, and against his
Christ. For of a truth against thy holy child Jesus, whom thou hast anointed, both Herod, and Pontius
Pilate, with the Gentiles, and the people of Israel, were gathered together, For to do whatsoever thy
hand and thy counsel determined before to be done. And now, Lord, behold their threatenings: and
grant unto thy servants, that with all boldness they may speak thy word, By stretching forth thine
hand to heal; and that signs and wonders may be done by the name of thy holy child Jesus.  And

when they had prayed, the place was shaken where they were assembled together; and they were



all filled with the Holy Ghost, and they spake the word of God with boldness. And the multitude of
them that believed were of one heart and of one soul: neither said any of them that aught of the
things which he possessed was his own; but they had all things common. And with great power gave
the apostles witness of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus: and great grace was upon them all.
Neither was there any among them that lacked: for as many as were possessors of lands or houses
sold them, and brought the prices of the things that were sold, And laid them down at the apostles’

feet: and distribution was made unto every man according as he had need.

SCIENCE AND HEALTH

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 72:1)

There is but one spiritual existence, — the Life of which corporeal sense can take no cognizance.
The divine Principle of man speaks through immortal sense. If a material body — in other words,
mortal, material sense — were permeated by Spirit, that body would disappear to mortal sense,

would be deathless. A condition precedent to communion with Spirit is the gain of spiritual life.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 238:6-24)

To obey the Scriptural command, “Come out from among them, and be ye separate,” is to incur
society's frown; but this frown, more than flatteries, enables one to be Christian. Losing her crucifix,
the Roman Catholic girl said, “I have nothing left but Christ.” “If God be for us, who can be against

us?’

To fall away from Truth in times of persecution, shows that we never understood Truth. From out the
bridal chamber of wisdom there will come the warning, “I| know you not.” Unimproved opportunities
will rebuke us when we attempt to claim the benefits of an experience we have not made our own,
try to reap the harvest we have not sown, and wish to enter unlawfully into the labors of others. Truth
often remains unsought, until we seek this remedy for human woe because we suffer severely from

error.



Attempts to conciliate society and so gain dominion over mankind, arise from worldly weakness. He

who leaves all for Christ forsakes popularity and gains Christianity.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 253:32-23)

The divine demand, “Be ye therefore perfect,” is scientific, and the human footsteps leading to
perfection are indispensable. Individuals are consistent who, watching and praying, can “run, and not
be weary; . . . walk, and not faint,” who gain good rapidly and hold their position, or attain slowly and
yield not to discouragement. God requires perfection, but not until the battle between Spirit and flesh
is fought and the victory won. To stop eating, drinking, or being clothed materially before the spiritual
facts of existence are gained step by step, is not legitimate. When we wait patiently on God and
seek Truth righteously, He directs our path. Imperfect mortals grasp the ultimate of spiritual
perfection slowly; but to begin aright and to continue the strife of demonstrating the great problem of

being, is doing much.

During the sensual ages, absolute Christian Science may not be achieved prior to the change called
death, for we have not the power to demonstrate what we do not understand. But the human self
must be evangelized. This task God demands us to accept lovingly to-day, and to abandon so fast

as practical the material, and to work out the spiritual which determines the outward and actual.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 260:7-18)

The conceptions of mortal, erring thought must give way to the ideal of all that is perfect and eternal.
Through many generations human beliefs will be attaining diviner conceptions, and the immortal and

perfect model of God's creation will finally be seen as the only true conception of being.
Science reveals the possibility of achieving all good, and sets mortals at work to discover what God

has already done; but distrust of one's ability to gain the goodness desired and to bring out better

and higher results, often hampers the trial of one's wings and ensures failure at the outset.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 263:32—-265:9)



The fading forms of matter, the mortal body and material earth, are the fleeting concepts of the
human mind. They have their day before the permanent facts and their perfection in Spirit appear.
The crude creations of mortal thought must finally give place to the glorious forms which we
sometimes behold in the camera of divine Mind, when the mental picture is spiritual and eternal.
Mortals must look beyond fading, finite forms, if they would gain the true sense of things. Where
shall the gaze rest but in the unsearchable realm of Mind? We must look where we would walk, and

we must act as possessing all power from Him in whom we have our being.

As mortals gain more correct views of God and man, multitudinous objects of creation, which before
were invisible, will become visible. When we realize that Life is Spirit, never in nor of matter, this
understanding will expand into self-completeness, finding all in God, good, and needing no other

CONSCIOUSNESS.

Spirit and its formations are the only realities of being. Matter disappears under the microscope of
Spirit. Sin is unsustained by Truth, and sickness and death were overcome by Jesus, who proved
them to be forms of error. Spiritual living and blessedness are the only evidences, by which we can
recognize true existence and feel the unspeakable peace which comes from an all-absorbing

spiritual love.

When we learn the way in Christian Science and recognize man's spiritual being, we shall behold

and understand God's creation, — all the glories of earth and heaven and man.

The universe of Spirit is peopled with spiritual beings, and its government is divine Science. Man is
the offspring, not of the lowest, but of the highest qualities of Mind. Man understands spiritual
existence in proportion as his treasures of Truth and Love are enlarged. Mortals must gravitate
Godward, their affections and aims grow spiritual, — they must near the broader interpretations of

being, and gain some proper sense of the infinite, — in order that sin and mortality may be put off.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 322:3)

When understanding changes the standpoints of life and intelligence from a material to a spiritual
basis, we shall gain the reality of Life, the control of Soul over sense, and we shall perceive
Christianity, or Truth, in its divine Principle. This must be the climax before harmonious and immortal

man is obtained and his capabilities revealed. It is highly important — in view of the immense work



to be accomplished before this recognition of divine Science can come — to turn our thoughts

towards divine Principle, that finite belief may be prepared to relinquish its error.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 326:3—-20)

If we wish to follow Christ, Truth, it must be in the way of God's appointing. Jesus said, “He that
believeth on me, the works that | do shall he do also.” He, who would reach the source and find the
divine remedy for every ill, must not try to climb the hill of Science by some other road. All nature
teaches God's love to man, but man cannot love God supremely and set his whole affections on

spiritual things, while loving the material or trusting in it more than in the spiritual.

We must forsake the foundation of material systems, however time-honored, if we would gain the
Christ as our only Saviour. Not partially, but fully, the great healer of mortal mind is the healer of the
body.

The purpose and motive to live aright can be gained now. This point won, you have started as you
should. You have begun at the numeration-table of Christian Science, and nothing but wrong

intention can hinder your advancement.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 328:4)

Mortals suppose that they can live without goodness, when God is good and the only real Life. What
is the result? Understanding little about the divine Principle which saves and heals, mortals get rid of
sin, sickness, and death only in belief. These errors are not thus really destroyed, and must
therefore cling to mortals until, here or hereafter, they gain the true understanding of God in the

Science which destroys human delusions about Him and reveals the grand realities of His allness.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 335:16 Soul)

... Soul and Spirit being one, God and Soul are one, and this one never included in a limited mind or
a limited body. Spirit is eternal, divine. Nothing but Spirit, Soul, can evolve Life, for Spirit is more

than all else. Because Soul is immortal, it does not exist in mortality. Soul must be incorporeal to be



Spirit, for Spirit is not finite. Only by losing the false sense of Soul can we gain the eternal unfolding

of Life as immortality brought to light.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 273:21-25 (np))

God never ordained a material law to annul the spiritual law. If there were such a material law, it
would oppose the supremacy of Spirit, God, and impugn the wisdom of the creator. Jesus walked on
the waves, fed the multitude, healed the sick, and raised the dead in direct opposition to material
laws. His acts were the demonstration of Science, overcoming the false claims of material sense or

law.

Science shows that material, conflicting mortal opinions and beliefs emit the effects of error at all
times, but this atmosphere of mortal mind cannot be destructive to morals and health when it is
opposed promptly and persistently by Christian Science. Truth and Love antidote this mental
miasma, and thus invigorate and sustain existence. Unnecessary knowledge gained from the five
senses is only temporal, — the conception of mortal mind, the offspring of sense, not of Soul, Spirit,
— and symbolizes all that is evil and perishable. Natural science, as it is commonly called, is not
really natural nor scientific, because it is deduced from the evidence of the material senses. Ideas,

on the contrary, are born of Spirit, and are not mere inferences drawn from material premises.

The senses of Spirit abide in Love, and they demonstrate Truth and Life. Hence Christianity and the
Science which expounds it are based on spiritual understanding, and they supersede the so-called
laws of matter. Jesus demonstrated this great verity. When what we erroneously term the five
physical senses are misdirected, they are simply the manifested beliefs of mortal mind, which affirm
that life, substance, and intelligence are material, instead of spiritual. These false beliefs and their

products constitute the flesh, and the flesh wars against Spirit.

Divine Science is absolute, and permits no half-way position in learning its Principle and rule —

establishing it by demonstration.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 313:23)



Jesus of Nazareth was the most scientific man that ever trod the globe. He plunged beneath the
material surface of things, and found the spiritual cause. To accommodate himself to immature ideas
of spiritual power, — for spirituality was possessed only in a limited degree even by his disciples, —
Jesus called the body, which by spiritual power he raised from the grave, “flesh and bones.” To show
that the substance of himself was Spirit and the body no more perfect because of death and no less
material until the ascension (his further spiritual exaltation), Jesus waited until the mortal or fleshly
sense had relinquished the belief of substance-matter, and spiritual sense had quenched all earthly
yearnings. Thus he found the eternal Ego, and proved that he and the Father were inseparable as
God and His reflection or spiritual man. Our Master gained the solution of being, demonstrating the

existence of but one Mind without a second or equal.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 46:20-8)

Jesus' unchanged physical condition after what seemed to be death was followed by his exaltation
above all material conditions; and this exaltation explained his ascension, and revealed
unmistakably a probationary and progressive state beyond the grave. Jesus was “the way;” that is,
he marked the way for all men. In his final demonstration, called the ascension, which closed the
earthly record of Jesus, he rose above the physical knowledge of his disciples, and the material

senses saw him no more.

His students then received the Holy Ghost. By this is meant, that by all they had witnessed and
suffered, they were roused to an enlarged understanding of divine Science, even to the spiritual
interpretation and discernment of Jesus' teachings and demonstrations, which gave them a faint
conception of the Life which is God. They no longer measured man by material sense. After gaining
the true idea of their glorified Master, they became better healers, leaning no longer on matter, but

on the divine Principle of their work. The influx of light was sudden.

We will now have a moment of silent prayer to be followed by

the audible repetition of the Lord’s Prayer.



Fourth Church of New Orleans is a branch of
The Mother Church of Christ, Scientist, in
Boston, MA. This church is committed to
understanding and practicing the works of
Christ Jesus and his disciples. Our church is a
healing church and all mankind is included in
the blessing this service imparts.

In addition to this Wednesday Service, we have
Sunday Service right here on Zoom at 10:30 am
and we also have on Zoom our Sunday School
for young people up to the age of 20.

Information for all these Church Services can be
found on the Church website:
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