Righteousness

Welcome to Fourth Church of New Orleans Wednesday Healing service. Today | will read
selections from the Bible and from Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary
Baker Eddy. Later we will have time for testimonies or other thoughts you may have on
Christian Science.

We will begin today with Hymn

Hymns 458, 522, 590

THE BIBLE

(Genesis 6:5-22)

1 And God saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every imagination of the
thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. And it repented the LORD that he had made man on
the earth, and it grieved him at his heart. And the LORD said, | will destroy man whom | have
created from the face of the earth; both man, and beast, and the creeping thing, and the fowls of the
air; for it repenteth me that | have made them. But Noah found grace in the eyes of the LORD. 1
These are the generations of Noah: Noah was a just man and perfect in his generations, and Noah
walked with God. And Noah begat three sons, Shem, Ham, and Japheth. The earth also was corrupt
before God, and the earth was filled with violence. And God looked upon the earth, and, behold, it
was corrupt; for all flesh had corrupted his way upon the earth. And God said unto Noah, The end of
all flesh is come before me; for the earth is filled with violence through them; and, behold, | will
destroy them with the earth.  Make thee an ark of gopher wood; rooms shalt thou make in the ark,
and shalt pitch it within and without with pitch. And this is the fashion which thou shalt make it of:
The length of the ark shall be three hundred cubits, the breadth of it fifty cubits, and the height of it
thirty cubits. A window shalt thou make to the ark, and in a cubit shalt thou finish it above; and the
door of the ark shalt thou set in the side thereof; with lower, second, and third stories shalt thou
make it. And, behold, I, even I, do bring a flood of waters upon the earth, to destroy all flesh, wherein
is the breath of life, from under heaven; and every thing that is in the earth shall die. But with thee
will I establish my covenant; and thou shalt come into the ark, thou, and thy sons, and thy wife, and
thy sons' wives with thee. And of every living thing of all flesh, two of every sort shalt thou bring into
the ark, to keep them alive with thee; they shall be male and female. Of fowls after their kind, and of
cattle after their kind, of every creeping thing of the earth after his kind, two of every sort shall come
unto thee, to keep them alive. And take thou unto thee of all food that is eaten, and thou shalt gather

it to thee; and it shall be for food for thee, and for them. Thus did Noah; according to all that God



commanded him, so did he.

(Il Chronicles 19:4-11)

And Jehoshaphat dwelt at Jerusalem: and he went out again through the people from Beer—sheba to
mount Ephraim, and brought them back unto the LORD God of their fathers. { And he set judges in
the land throughout all the fenced cities of Judah, city by city, And said to the judges, Take heed
what ye do: for ye judge not for man, but for the LORD, who is with you in the judgment. Wherefore
now let the fear of the LORD be upon you; take heed and do it: for there is no iniquity with the LORD
our God, nor respect of persons, nor taking of gifts. I Moreover in Jerusalem did Jehoshaphat set of
the Levites, and of the priests, and of the chief of the fathers of Israel, for the judgment of the LORD,
and for controversies, when they returned to Jerusalem. And he charged them, saying, Thus shall ye
do in the fear of the LORD, faithfully, and with a perfect heart. And what cause soever shall come to
you of your brethren that dwell in their cities, between blood and blood, between law and
commandment, statutes and judgments, ye shall even warn them that they trespass not against the
LORD, and so wrath come upon you, and upon your brethren: this do, and ye shall not trespass.
And, behold, Amariah the chief priest is over you in all matters of the LORD; and Zebadiah the son
of Ishmael, the ruler of the house of Judah, for all the king's matters: also the Levites shall be officers
before you. Deal courageously, and the LORD shall be with the good.

(Psalms 1:1-6)

Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way of sinners,
nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful. But his delight is in the law of the LORD; and in his law doth he
meditate day and night. And he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth forth
his fruit in his season; his leaf also shall not wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper. The
ungodly are not so: but are like the chaff which the wind driveth away. Therefore the ungodly shall
not stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous. For the LORD knoweth

the way of the righteous: but the way of the ungodly shall perish.

(Luke 6:47-49)

Whosoever cometh to me, and heareth my sayings, and doeth them, | will shew you to whom he is
like: He is like a man which built an house, and digged deep, and laid the foundation on a rock: and

when the flood arose, the stream beat vehemently upon that house, and could not shake it: for it was



founded upon a rock. But he that heareth, and doeth not, is like a man that without a foundation built
an house upon the earth; against which the stream did beat vehemently, and immediately it fell; and

the ruin of that house was great.

(Mark 2:13-17)

And he went forth again by the sea side; and all the multitude resorted unto him, and he taught
them. And as he passed by, he saw Levi the son of Alpheeus sitting at the receipt of custom, and
said unto him, Follow me. And he arose and followed him. And it came to pass, that, as Jesus sat at
meat in his house, many publicans and sinners sat also together with Jesus and his disciples: for
there were many, and they followed him. And when the scribes and Pharisees saw him eat with
publicans and sinners, they said unto his disciples, How is it that he eateth and drinketh with
publicans and sinners? When Jesus heard it, he saith unto them, They that are whole have no need

of the physician, but they that are sick: | came not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.

SCIENCE AND HEALTH

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 56:1)

When our great Teacher came to him for baptism, John was astounded. Reading his thoughts,
Jesus added: “Suffer it to be so now: for thus it becometh us to fulfil all righteousness.” Jesus'
concessions (in certain cases) to material methods were for the advancement of spiritual good.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 36:30—-38:20)

Religious history repeats itself in the suffering of the just for the unjust. Can God therefore overlook
the law of righteousness which destroys the belief called sin? Does not Science show that sin brings
suffering as much to-day as yesterday? They who sin must suffer. “With what measure ye mete, it
shall be measured to you again.”

History is full of records of suffering. “The blood of the martyrs is the seed of the Church.” Mortals try
in vain to slay Truth with the steel or the stake, but error falls only before the sword of Spirit. Martyrs
are the human links which connect one stage with another in the history of religion. They are earth's
luminaries, which serve to cleanse and rarefy the atmosphere of material sense and to permeate
humanity with purer ideals. Consciousness of right-doing brings its own reward; but not amid the
smoke of battle is merit seen and appreciated by lookers-on.



When will Jesus' professed followers learn to emulate him in all his ways and to imitate his mighty
works? Those who procured the martyrdom of that righteous man would gladly have turned his
sacred career into a mutilated doctrinal platform. May the Christians of to-day take up the more
practical import of that career! It is possible, — yea, it is the duty and privilege of every child, man,
and woman, — to follow in some degree the example of the Master by the demonstration of Truth
and Life, of health and holiness. Christians claim to be his followers, but do they follow him in the
way that he commanded? Hear these imperative commands: “Be ye therefore perfect, even as your
Father which is in heaven is perfect!” “Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every
creature!” “Heal the sick!”

Why has this Christian demand so little inspiration to stir mankind to Christian effort? Because men
are assured that this command was intended only for a particular period and for a select number of
followers. This teaching is even more pernicious than the old doctrine of foreordination, — the
election of a few to be saved, while the rest are damned; and so it will be considered, when the
lethargy of mortals, produced by man-made doctrines, is broken by the demands of divine Science.

Jesus said: “These signs shall follow them that believe; . . . they shall lay hands on the sick, and they
shall recover.” Who believes him? He was addressing his disciples, yet he did not say, “These signs
shall follow you,” but them — “them that believe” in all time to come. Here the word hands is used
metaphorically, as in the text, “The right hand of the Lord is exalted.” It expresses spiritual power;
otherwise the healing could not have been done spiritually. At another time Jesus prayed, not for the
twelve only, but for as many as should believe “through their word.”

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 28:22-11)

Remember, thou Christian martyr, it is enough if thou art found worthy to unloose the sandals of thy
Master's feet! To suppose that persecution for righteousness' sake belongs to the past, and that
Christianity to-day is at peace with the world because it is honored by sects and societies, is to
mistake the very nature of religion. Error repeats itself. The trials encountered by prophet, disciple,
and apostle, “of whom the world was not worthy,” await, in some form, every pioneer of truth.

There is too much animal courage in society and not sufficient moral courage. Christians must take
up arms against error at home and abroad. They must grapple with sin in themselves and in others,
and continue this warfare until they have finished their course. If they keep the faith, they will have
the crown of rejoicing.

Christian experience teaches faith in the right and disbelief in the wrong. It bids us work the more

earnestly in times of persecution, because then our labor is more needed. Great is the reward of
self-sacrifice, though we may never receive it in this world.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 202:24-16)



Our beliefs about a Supreme Being contradict the practice growing out of them. Error abounds
where Truth should “much more abound.” We admit that God has almighty power, is “a very present
help in trouble;” and yet we rely on a drug or hypnotism to heal disease, as if senseless matter or
erring mortal mind had more power than omnipotent Spirit.

Common opinion admits that a man may take cold in the act of doing good, and that this cold may
produce fatal pulmonary disease; as though evil could overbear the law of Love, and check the
reward for doing good. In the Science of Christianity, Mind — omnipotence — has all-power, assigns
sure rewards to righteousness, and shows that matter can neither heal nor make sick, create nor
destroy.

If God were understood instead of being merely believed, this understanding would establish health.
The accusation of the rabbis, “He made himself the Son of God,” was really the justification of Jesus,
for to the Christian the only true spirit is Godlike. This thought incites to a more exalted worship and
self-abnegation. Spiritual perception brings out the possibilities of being, destroys reliance on aught
but God, and so makes man the image of his Maker in deed and in truth.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 291:12-32)

Universal salvation rests on progression and probation, and is unattainable without them. Heaven is
not a locality, but a divine state of Mind in which all the manifestations of Mind are harmonious and
immortal, because sin is not there and man is found having no righteousness of his own, but in
possession of “the mind of the Lord,” as the Scripture says.

“In the place where the tree falleth, there it shall be.” So we read in Ecclesiastes. This text has been
transformed into the popular proverb, “As the tree falls, so it must lie.” As man falleth asleep, so shall
he awake. As death findeth mortal man, so shall he be after death, until probation and growth shall
effect the needed change. Mind never becomes dust. No resurrection from the grave awaits Mind or
Life, for the grave has no power over either.

No final judgment awaits mortals, for the judgment-day of wisdom comes hourly and continually,
even the judgment by which mortal man is divested of all material error. As for spiritual error there is
none.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 323:6—6 (np))

Through the wholesome chastisements of Love, we are helped onward in the march towards
righteousness, peace, and purity, which are the landmarks of Science. Beholding the infinite tasks of
truth, we pause, — wait on God. Then we push onward, until boundless thought walks enraptured,
and conception unconfined is winged to reach the divine glory.

In order to apprehend more, we must put into practice what we already know. We must recollect that
Truth is demonstrable when understood, and that good is not understood until demonstrated. If
“faithful over a few things,” we shall be made rulers over many; but the one unused talent decays
and is lost. When the sick or the sinning awake to realize their need of what they have not, they will
be receptive of divine Science, which gravitates towards Soul and away from material sense,



removes thought from the body, and elevates even mortal mind to the contemplation of something
better than disease or sin. The true idea of God gives the true understanding of Life and Love, robs
the grave of victory, takes away all sin and the delusion that there are other minds, and destroys
mortality.

The effects of Christian Science are not so much seen as felt. It is the “still, small voice” of Truth
uttering itself. We are either turning away from this utterance, or we are listening to it and going up
higher. Willingness to become as a little child and to leave the old for the new, renders thought
receptive of the advanced idea. Gladness to leave the false landmarks and joy to see them
disappear, — this disposition helps to precipitate the ultimate harmony. The purification of sense and
self is a proof of progress. “Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God.”

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 364:32—-366:2)

Did the careless doctor, the nurse, the cook, and the brusque business visitor sympathetically know
the thorns they plant in the pillow of the sick and the heavenly homesick looking away from earth, —
Oh, did they know! — this knowledge would do much more towards healing the sick and preparing
their helpers for the “midnight call,” than all cries of “Lord, Lord!” The benign thought of Jesus,
finding utterance in such words as “Take no thought for your life,” would heal the sick, and so enable
them to rise above the supposed necessity for physical thought-taking and doctoring; but if the
unselfish affections be lacking, and common sense and common humanity are disregarded, what
mental quality remains, with which to evoke healing from the outstretched arm of righteousness?

If the Scientist reaches his patient through divine Love, the healing work will be accomplished at one
visit, and the disease will vanish into its native nothingness like dew before the morning sunshine. If
the Scientist has enough Christly affection to win his own pardon, and such commendation as the
Magdalen gained from Jesus, then he is Christian enough to practise scientifically and deal with his
patients compassionately; and the result will correspond with the spiritual intent.

If hypocrisy, stolidity, inhumanity, or vice finds its way into the chambers of disease through the
would-be healer, it would, if it were possible, convert into a den of thieves the temple of the Holy
Ghost, — the patient's spiritual power to resuscitate himself. The unchristian practitioner is not giving
to mind or body the joy and strength of Truth. The poor suffering heart needs its rightful nutriment,
such as peace, patience in tribulation, and a priceless sense of the dear Father's loving-kindness.

We will now have a moment of silent prayer to be followed by

the audible repetition of the Lord’s Prayer.



Fourth Church of New Orleans is a branch of
The Mother Church of Christ, Scientist, in
Boston, MA. This church is committed to
understanding and practicing the works of
Christ Jesus and his disciples. Our church is a
healing church and all mankind is included in
the blessing this service imparts.

In addition to this Wednesday Service, we have
Sunday Service right here on Zoom at 10:30 am
and we also have on Zoom our Sunday School
for young people up to the age of 20.

Information for all these Church Services can be
found on the Church website:

CH RISTIANSCIENCE4N EWORLEANS.COM



