GUIDANCE

Welcome to Fourth Church of New Orleans Wednesday Healing service. Today I will read
selections from the Bible and from Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary
Baker Eddy. Later we will have time for testimonies or other thoughts you may have on
Christian Science.

We will begin today with Hymn

Hymns 70, 121, 282

THE BIBLE

(Genesis 12:1-9)

Now the LORD had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from thy
father's house, unto a land that | will shew thee: And | will make of thee a great nation, and | will
bless thee, and make thy name great; and thou shalt be a blessing: And | will bless them that bless
thee, and curse him that curseth thee: and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed. So
Abram departed, as the LORD had spoken unto him; and Lot went with him: and Abram was seventy
and five years old when he departed out of Haran. And Abram took Sarai his wife, and Lot his
brother's son, and all their substance that they had gathered, and the souls that they had gotten in
Haran; and they went forth to go into the land of Canaan; and into the land of Canaan they came.
And Abram passed through the land unto the place of Sichem, unto the plain of Moreh. And the
Canaanite was then in the land. And the LORD appeared unto Abram, and said, Unto thy seed will |
give this land: and there builded he an altar unto the LORD, who appeared unto him. And he
removed from thence unto a mountain on the east of Beth—el, and pitched his tent, having Beth—el
on the west, and Hai on the east: and there he builded an altar unto the LORD, and called upon the

name of the LORD. And Abram journeyed, going on still toward the south.

(Il Chronicles 1:7-12)

1 In that night did God appear unto Solomon, and said unto him, Ask what | shall give thee. And

Solomon said unto God, Thou hast shewed great mercy unto David my father, and hast made me to



reign in his stead. Now, O LORD God, let thy promise unto David my father be established: for thou
hast made me king over a people like the dust of the earth in multitude. Give me now wisdom and
knowledge, that | may go out and come in before this people: for who can judge this thy people, that
is so great? And God said to Solomon, Because this was in thine heart, and thou hast not asked
riches, wealth, or honour, nor the life of thine enemies, neither yet hast asked long life; but hast
asked wisdom and knowledge for thyself, that thou mayest judge my people, over whom | have
made thee king: Wisdom and knowledge is granted unto thee; and | will give thee riches, and wealth,
and honour, such as none of the kings have had that have been before thee, neither shall there any

after thee have the like.

(Il Timothy 2:1, 11-26)

Thou therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. ...

It is a faithful saying: For if we be dead with him, we shall also live with him: If we suffer, we shall
also reign with him: if we deny him, he also will deny us: If we believe not, yet he abideth faithful: he
cannot deny himself. Of these things put them in remembrance, charging them before the Lord that
they strive not about words to no profit, but to the subverting of the hearers. Study to shew thyself
approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.
But shun profane and vain babblings: for they will increase unto more ungodliness. And their word
will eat as doth a canker: of whom is Hymenaeus and Philetus; Who concerning the truth have erred,
saying that the resurrection is past already; and overthrow the faith of some. Nevertheless the
foundation of God standeth sure, having this seal, The Lord knoweth them that are his. And, Let
every one that nameth the name of Christ depart from iniquity. But in a great house there are not
only vessels of gold and of silver, but also of wood and of earth; and some to honour, and some to
dishonour. If a man therefore purge himself from these, he shall be a vessel unto honour, sanctified,
and meet for the master's use, and prepared unto every good work. Flee also youthful lusts: but
follow righteousness, faith, charity, peace, with them that call on the Lord out of a pure heart. But
foolish and unlearned questions avoid, knowing that they do gender strifes. And the servant of the
Lord must not strive; but be gentle unto all men, apt to teach, patient, In meekness instructing those
that oppose themselves; if God peradventure will give them repentance to the acknowledging of the
truth; And that they may recover themselves out of the snare of the devil, who are taken captive by

him at his will.



(John 14:12-31)

Verily, verily, | say unto you, He that believeth on me, the works that | do shall he do also; and
greater works than these shall he do; because | go unto my Father. And whatsoever ye shall ask in
my name, that will | do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If ye shall ask any thing in my
name, | will do it.  If ye love me, keep my commandments. And | will pray the Father, and he shall
give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever; Even the Spirit of truth; whom the
world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but ye know him; for he
dwelleth with you, and shall be in you. | will not leave you comfortless: | will come to you. Yet a little
while, and the world seeth me no more; but ye see me: because | live, ye shall live also. At that day
ye shall know that | am in my Father, and ye in me, and | in you. He that hath my commandments,
and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me: and he that loveth me shall be loved of my Father, and |
will love him, and will manifest myself to him. Judas saith unto him, not Iscariot, Lord, how is it that
thou wilt manifest thyself unto us, and not unto the world? Jesus answered and said unto him, If a
man love me, he will keep my words: and my Father will love him, and we will come unto him, and
make our abode with him. He that loveth me not keepeth not my sayings: and the word which ye
hear is not mine, but the Father's which sent me. These things have | spoken unto you, being yet
present with you. But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my
name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever | have
said unto you. Peace | leave with you, my peace | give unto you: not as the world giveth, give | unto
you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid. Ye have heard how | said unto you, | go
away, and come again unto you. If ye loved me, ye would rejoice, because | said, | go unto the
Father: for my Father is greater than I. And now | have told you before it come to pass, that, when it
is come to pass, ye might believe. Hereafter | will not talk much with you: for the prince of this world
cometh, and hath nothing in me. But that the world may know that | love the Father; and as the

Father gave me commandment, even so | do. Arise, let us go hence.



SCIENCE AND HEALTH

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 7:18)

If spiritual sense always guided men, there would grow out of ecstatic moments a higher experience
and a better life with more devout self-abnegation and purity. A self-satisfied ventilation of fervent
sentiments never makes a Christian. God is not influenced by man. The “divine ear” is not an
auditory nerve. It is the all-hearing and all-knowing Mind, to whom each need of man is always

known and by whom it will be supplied.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 25:13-32)

Jesus taught the way of Life by demonstration, that we may understand how this divine Principle
heals the sick, casts out error, and triumphs over death. Jesus presented the ideal of God better
than could any man whose origin was less spiritual. By his obedience to God, he demonstrated more
spiritually than all others the Principle of being. Hence the force of his admonition, “If ye love me,

keep my commandments.”

Though demonstrating his control over sin and disease, the great Teacher by no means relieved
others from giving the requisite proofs of their own piety. He worked for their guidance, that they
might demonstrate this power as he did and understand its divine Principle. Implicit faith in the
Teacher and all the emotional love we can bestow on him, will never alone make us imitators of him.
We must go and do likewise, else we are not improving the great blessings which our Master worked
and suffered to bestow upon us. The divinity of the Christ was made manifest in the humanity of

Jesus.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 149:26-17)

Since God, divine Mind, governs all, not partially but supremely, predicting disease does not dignify
therapeutics. Whatever guides thought spiritually benefits mind and body. We need to understand
the affirmations of divine Science, dismiss superstition, and demonstrate truth according to Christ.
To-day there is hardly a city, village, or hamlet, in which are not to be found living witnesses and

monuments to the virtue and power of Truth, as applied through this Christian system of healing



disease.

To-day the healing power of Truth is widely demonstrated as an immanent, eternal Science, instead
of a phenomenal exhibition. Its appearing is the coming anew of the gospel of “on earth peace,
good-will toward men.” This coming, as was promised by the Master, is for its establishment as a
permanent dispensation among men; but the mission of Christian Science now, as in the time of its
earlier demonstration, is not primarily one of physical healing. Now, as then, signs and wonders are
wrought in the metaphysical healing of physical disease; but these signs are only to demonstrate its
divine origin, — to attest the reality of the higher mission of the Christ-power to take away the sins of

the world.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 257:12-29)

Mind creates His own likeness in ideas, and the substance of an idea is very far from being the
supposed substance of non-intelligent matter. Hence the Father Mind is not the father of matter. The
material senses and human conceptions would translate spiritual ideas into material beliefs, and
would say that an anthropomorphic God, instead of infinite Principle, — in other words, divine Love,
— is the father of the rain, “who hath begotten the drops of dew,” who bringeth “forth Mazzaroth in

his season,” and guideth “Arcturus with his sons.”

Finite mind manifests all sorts of errors, and thus proves the material theory of mind in matter to be
the antipode of Mind. Who hath found finite life or love sufficient to meet the demands of human
want and woe, — to still the desires, to satisfy the aspirations? Infinite Mind cannot be limited to a
finite form, or Mind would lose its infinite character as inexhaustible Love, eternal Life, omnipotent
Truth.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 164:3—29)
Sir John Forbes, M.D., F.R.S., Fellow of the Royal College of Physicians, London, said:
“No systematic or theoretical classification of diseases or of therapeutic agents, ever yet

promulgated, is true, or anything like the truth, and none can be adopted as a safe guidance in

practice.”



Itis just to say that generally the cultured class of medical practitioners are grand men and women,
therefore they are more scientific than are false claimants to Christian Science. But all human
systems based on material premises are minus the unction of divine Science. Much yet remains to
be said and done before all mankind is saved and all the mental microbes of sin and all diseased

thought-germs are exterminated.

If you or | should appear to die, we should not be dead. The seeming decease, caused by a majority
of human beliefs that man must die, or produced by mental assassins, does not in the least disprove
Christian Science; rather does it evidence the truth of its basic proposition that mortal thoughts in
belief rule the materiality miscalled life in the body or in matter. But the forever fact remains
paramount that Life, Truth, and Love save from sin, disease, and death. “When this corruptible shall
have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on immortality [divine Science], then shall be

brought to pass the saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory” (St. Paul).

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 126:15-31)

The point at issue between Christian Science on the one hand and popular theology on the other is
this: Shall Science explain cause and effect as being both natural and spiritual? Or shall all that is
beyond the cognizance of the material senses be called supernatural, and be left to the mercy of

speculative hypotheses?

| have set forth Christian Science and its application to the treatment of disease just as | have
discovered them. | have demonstrated through Mind the effects of Truth on the health, longevity, and
morals of men; and | have found nothing in ancient or in modern systems on which to found my own,
except the teachings and demonstrations of our great Master and the lives of prophets and apostles.
The Bible has been my only authority. | have had no other guide in “the straight and narrow way” of
Truth.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 226:25-13)

The lame, the deaf, the dumb, the blind, the sick, the sensual, the sinner, | wished to save from the

slavery of their own beliefs and from the educational systems of the Pharaohs, who to-day, as of



yore, hold the children of Israel in bondage. | saw before me the awful conflict, the Red Sea and the
wilderness; but | pressed on through faith in God, trusting Truth, the strong deliverer, to guide me
into the land of Christian Science, where fetters fall and the rights of man are fully known and

acknowledged.

| saw that the law of mortal belief included all error, and that, even as oppressive laws are disputed
and mortals are taught their right to freedom, so the claims of the enslaving senses must be denied
and superseded. The law of the divine Mind must end human bondage, or mortals will continue
unaware of man's inalienable rights and in subjection to hopeless slavery, because some public
teachers permit an ignorance of divine power, — an ignorance that is the foundation of continued

bondage and of human suffering.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 458:32-460:2)

Christianity causes men to turn naturally from matter to Spirit, as the flower turns from darkness to
light. Man then appropriates those things which “eye hath not seen nor ear heard.” Paul and John
had a clear apprehension that, as mortal man achieves no worldly honors except by sacrifice, so he
must gain heavenly riches by forsaking all worldliness. Then he will have nothing in common with the
worldling's affections, motives, and aims. Judge not the future advancement of Christian Science by

the steps already taken, lest you yourself be condemned for failing to take the first step.

Any attempt to heal mortals with erring mortal mind, instead of resting on the omnipotence of the
divine Mind, must prove abortive. Committing the bare process of mental healing to frail mortals,
untaught and unrestrained by Christian Science, is like putting a sharp knife into the hands of a blind
man or a raging maniac, and turning him loose in the crowded streets of a city. Whether animated by
malice or ignorance, a false practitioner will work mischief, and ignorance is more harmful than wilful

wickedness, when the latter is distrusted and thwarted in its incipiency.

To mortal sense Christian Science seems abstract, but the process is simple and the results are
sure if the Science is understood. The tree must be good, which produces good fruit. Guided by
divine Truth and not guesswork, the theologus (that is, the student — the Christian and scientific
expounder — of the divine law) treats disease with more certain results than any other healer on the

globe. The Christian Scientist should understand and adhere strictly to the rules of divine



metaphysics as laid down in this work, and rest his demonstration on this sure basis.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 489:1-2 (np))

The less mind there is manifested in matter the better. When the unthinking lobster loses its claw,
the claw grows again. If the Science of Life were understood, it would be found that the senses of
Mind are never lost and that matter has no sensation. Then the human limb would be replaced as
readily as the lobster's claw, — not with an artificial limb, but with the genuine one. Any hypothesis
which supposes life to be in matter is an educated belief. In infancy this belief is not equal to guiding
the hand to the mouth; and as consciousness develops, this belief goes out, — yields to the reality of

everlasting Life.

Corporeal sense defrauds and lies; it breaks all the commands of the Mosaic Decalogue to meet its
own demands. How then can this sense be the God-given channel to man of divine blessings or
understanding? How can man, reflecting God, be dependent on material means for knowing,
hearing, seeing? Who dares to say that the senses of man can be at one time the medium for
sinning against God, at another the medium for obeying God? An affirmative reply would contradict

the Scripture, for the same fountain sendeth not forth sweet waters and bitter.

The corporeal senses are the only source of evil or error. Christian Science shows them to be false,
because matter has no sensation, and no organic construction can give it hearing and sight nor
make it the medium of Mind. Outside the material sense of things, all is harmony. A wrong sense of
God, man, and creation is non-sense, want of sense. Mortal belief would have the material senses
sometimes good and sometimes bad. It assures mortals that there is real pleasure in sin; but the

grand truths of Christian Science dispute this error.

We will now have a moment of silent prayer to be followed by

the audible repetition of the Lord’s Prayer.



Fourth Church of New Orleans is a branch of
The Mother Church of Christ, Scientist, in
Boston, MA. This church is committed to
understanding and practicing the works of
Christ Jesus and his disciples. Our church is a
healing church and all mankind is included in
the blessing this service imparts.

In addition to this Wednesday Service, we have
Sunday Service right here on Zoom at 10:30 am
and we also have on Zoom our Sunday School
for young people up to the age of 20.

Information for all these Church Services can be
found on the Church website:

CH RISTIANSCIENCE4N EWORLEANS.COM



