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King James Bible�

Genesis Chapter 1�

... God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male and
female created he them. And God blessed them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful,
and multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it: and have dominion over the fish
of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over every living thing that moveth upon
the earth. ...

... God saw every thing that he had made, and, behold, it was very good. ...

Genesis Chapter 2�

But there went up a mist from the earth, and watered the whole face of the ground.
And the LORD God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his
nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul. ¶ And the LORD God planted a
garden eastward in Eden; and there he put the man whom he had formed. And out of
the ground made the LORD God to grow every tree that is pleasant to the sight, and
good for food; the tree of life also in the midst of the garden, and the tree of knowledge
of good and evil. ...

And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of the garden thou
mayest freely eat: But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat
of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die. ¶ And the LORD God
said, It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him an help meet for
him. ...

And the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam, and he slept: and he took
one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh instead thereof; And the rib, which the LORD
God had taken from man, made he a woman, and brought her unto the man.
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Now the serpent was more subtil than any beast of the field which the LORD God had
made. And he said unto the woman, Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree
of the garden? And the woman said unto the serpent, We may eat of the fruit of the
trees of the garden: But of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God
hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die. And the serpent
said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die: For God doth know that in the day ye eat
thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and
evil. And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was
pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise, she took of the fruit
thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her husband with her; and he did eat. ...

And the LORD God called unto Adam, and said unto him, Where art thou? ...

And the man said, The woman whom thou gavest to be with me, she gave me of the
tree, and I did eat. And the LORD God said unto the woman, What is this that thou hast
done? And the woman said, The serpent beguiled me, and I did eat. ...

... ¶ And the LORD God said, Behold, the man is become as one of us, to know good and
evil: and now, lest he put forth his hand, and take also of the tree of life, and eat, and
live for ever: Therefore the LORD God sent him forth from the garden of Eden, to till
the ground from whence he was taken.

There was a man in the land of Uz, whose name was Job; and that man was perfect
and upright, and one that feared God, and eschewed evil. ...

... ¶ Now there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the
LORD, and Satan came also among them. And the LORD said unto Satan, Whence
comest thou? Then Satan answered the LORD, and said, From going to and fro in the
earth, and from walking up and down in it. And the LORD said unto Satan, Hast thou
considered my servant Job, that there is none like him in the earth, a perfect and an
upright man, one that feareth God, and escheweth evil? Then Satan answered the
LORD, and said, Doth Job fear God for nought? Hast not thou made an hedge about
him, and about his house, and about all that he hath on every side? thou hast blessed
the work of his hands, and his substance is increased in the land. But put forth thine
hand now, and touch all that he hath, and he will curse thee to thy face. And the LORD
said unto Satan, Behold, all that he hath is in thy power; ... So Satan went forth from
the presence of the LORD. ...

And there came a messenger unto Job, and said, The oxen were plowing, and the asses
feeding beside them: And the Sabeans fell upon them, and took them away; ...

While he was yet speaking, there came also another, and said, The fire of God is fallen
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from heaven, and hath burned up the sheep, and the servants, and consumed them; ...

While he was yet speaking, there came also another, and said, The Chaldeans made
out three bands, and fell upon the camels, and have carried them away, yea, and slain
the servants with the edge of the sword; ...

While he was yet speaking, there came also another, and said, Thy sons and thy
daughters were eating and drinking wine in their eldest brother’s house: And, behold,
there came a great wind from the wilderness, and smote the four corners of the house,
and it fell upon the young men, and they are dead; ...

After this opened Job his mouth, and cursed his day. And Job spake, and said, Let the
day perish wherein I was born, and the night in which it was said, There is a man child
conceived. Let that day be darkness; ...

For the thing which I greatly feared is come upon me, and that which I was afraid of is
come unto me. I was not in safety, neither had I rest, neither was I quiet; yet trouble
came.

¶ Then answered the LORD unto Job out of the whirlwind, and said, Gird up thy loins
now like a man: I will demand of thee, and declare thou unto me. Wilt thou also
disannul my judgment? wilt thou condemn me, that thou mayest be righteous? Hast
thou an arm like God? or canst thou thunder with a voice like him? Deck thyself now
with majesty and excellency; and array thyself with glory and beauty.

Then Job answered the LORD, and said, I know that thou canst do every thing, and that
no thought can be withholden from thee. Who is he that hideth counsel without
knowledge? therefore have I uttered that I understood not; things too wonderful for
me, which I knew not. ...

I have heard of thee by the hearing of the ear: but now mine eye seeth thee.

As the hart panteth after the water brooks, so panteth my soul after thee, O God. My
soul thirsteth for God, for the living God: when shall I come and appear before God?
My tears have been my meat day and night, while they continually say unto me, Where
is thy God? When I remember these things, I pour out my soul in me: for I had gone
with the multitude, I went with them to the house of God, with the voice of joy and
praise, with a multitude that kept holyday. Why art thou cast down, O my soul? and
why art thou disquieted in me? hope thou in God: for I shall yet praise him for the
help of his countenance. O my God, my soul is cast down within me: therefore will I
remember thee from the land of Jordan, and of the Hermonites, from the hill Mizar.
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Deep calleth unto deep at the noise of thy waterspouts: all thy waves and thy billows
are gone over me. Yet the LORD will command his lovingkindness in the daytime, and
in the night his song shall be with me, and my prayer unto the God of my life. I will
say unto God my rock, Why hast thou forgotten me? why go I mourning because of the
oppression of the enemy? As with a sword in my bones, mine enemies reproach me;
while they say daily unto me, Where is thy God? Why art thou cast down, O my soul?
and why art thou disquieted within me? hope thou in God: for I shall yet praise him,
who is the health of my countenance, and my God.

... Every kingdom divided against itself is brought to desolation; and a house divided
against a house falleth. ...

When a strong man armed keepeth his palace, his goods are in peace: But when a
stronger than he shall come upon him, and overcome him, he taketh from him all his
armour wherein he trusted, and divideth his spoils. He that is not with me is against
me: and he that gathereth not with me scattereth. When the unclean spirit is gone out
of a man, he walketh through dry places, seeking rest; and finding none, he saith, I will
return unto my house whence I came out. And when he cometh, he findeth it swept
and garnished. Then goeth he, and taketh to him seven other spirits more wicked than
himself; and they enter in, and dwell there: and the last state of that man is worse
than the first. ...

The light of the body is the eye: therefore when thine eye is single, thy whole body also
is full of light; but when thine eye is evil, thy body also is full of darkness. Take heed
therefore that the light which is in thee be not darkness. If thy whole body therefore be
full of light, having no part dark, the whole shall be full of light, as when the bright
shining of a candle doth give thee light.

... no man hath ascended up to heaven, but he that came down from heaven, even the
Son of man which is in heaven.

Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary Baker Eddy�

The foundation of mortal discord is a false sense of man’s origin. To begin rightly is to
end rightly.

The first mention of evil is in the legendary Scriptural text in the second chapter of
Genesis. God pronounced good all that He created, and the Scriptures
declare that He created all. The “tree of life” stands for the idea of Truth,
and the sword which guards it is the type of divine Science. The “tree of
knowledge” stands for the erroneous doctrine that the knowledge of evil is as real,

Record of
error
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hence as God-bestowed, as the knowledge of good. Was evil instituted through God,
Love? Did He create this fruit-bearer of sin in contradiction of the first creation? This
second biblical account is a picture of error throughout.

No one can reasonably doubt that the purpose of this allegory — this second account
in Genesis — is to depict the falsity of error and the effects of error.
Subsequent Bible revelation is coordinate with the Science of creation
recorded in the first chapter of Genesis. Inspired writers interpret the Word
spiritually, while the ordinary historian interprets it literally. Literally taken, the text is
made to appear contradictory in some places, and divine Love, which blessed the earth
and gave it to man for a possession, is represented as changeable. The literal meaning
would imply that God withheld from man the opportunity to reform, lest man should
improve it and become better; but this is not the nature of God, who is Love always, —
Love infinitely wise and altogether lovely, who “seeketh not her own.”

Inspired
interpreta-

tion

Whence comes a talking, lying serpent to tempt the children of divine Love? The
serpent enters into the metaphor only as evil. We have nothing in the
animal kingdom which represents the species described, — a talking
serpent, — and should rejoice that evil, by whatever figure presented,
contradicts itself and has neither origin nor support in Truth and good. Seeing this, we
should have faith to fight all claims of evil, because we know that they are worthless
and unreal.

Mythical
serpent

If we have triumphed sufficiently over the errors of material sense to allow Soul to
hold the control, we shall loathe sin and rebuke it under every mask.

To fall away from Truth in times of persecution, shows that we never understood
Truth. From out the bridal chamber of wisdom there will come the warning, “I know
you not.” Unimproved opportunities will rebuke us when we attempt to
claim the benefits of an experience we have not made our own, try to reap
the harvest we have not sown, and wish to enter unlawfully into the labors
of others. Truth often remains unsought, until we seek this remedy for human woe
because we suffer severely from error.

Attempts to conciliate society and so gain dominion over mankind, arise from worldly
weakness. He who leaves all for Christ forsakes popularity and gains Christianity.

Society is a foolish juror, listening only to one side of the case. Justice often comes too
late to secure a verdict. People with mental work before them have no time
for gossip about false law or testimony. To reconstruct timid justice and
place the fact above the falsehood, is the work of time.

Unimproved
opportunities

Society and
intolerance
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Revelation xii. 7, 8. And there was war in heaven: Michael and his angels fought
against the dragon; and the dragon fought, and his angels, and prevailed not; neither
was their place found any more in heaven.

The Old Testament assigns to the angels, God’s divine messages, different offices.
Michael’s characteristic is spiritual strength. He leads the hosts of heaven
against the power of sin, Satan, and fights the holy wars. Gabriel has the
more quiet task of imparting a sense of the ever-presence of ministering
Love. These angels deliver us from the depths. Truth and Love come nearer in the
hour of woe, when strong faith or spiritual strength wrestles and prevails through the
understanding of God. The Gabriel of His presence has no contests. To infinite, ever-
present Love, all is Love, and there is no error, no sin, sickness, nor death. Against
Love, the dragon warreth not long, for he is killed by the divine Principle. Truth and
Love prevail against the dragon because the dragon cannot war with them. Thus
endeth the conflict between the flesh and Spirit.

Revelation xii. 9. And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the devil,
and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world: he was cast out into the earth, and his
angels were cast out with him.

That false claim — that ancient belief, that old serpent whose name is devil (evil),
claiming that there is intelligence in matter either to benefit or to injure
men — is pure delusion, the red dragon; and it is cast out by Christ, Truth,
the spiritual idea, and so proved to be powerless. The words “cast unto the
earth” show the dragon to be nothingness, dust to dust; and therefore, in his pretence
of being a talker, he must be a lie from the beginning.

Angelic
offices

Dragon
cast down

to earth

The utterance of truth is designed to rebuke and destroy error. Why should truth not
be efficient in sickness, which is solely the result of inharmony?

Spiritual draughts heal, while material lotions interfere with truth, even as ritualism
and creed hamper spirituality. If we trust matter, we distrust Spirit.

If your patient from any cause suffers a relapse, meet the cause mentally and
courageously, knowing that there can be no reaction in Truth. Neither
disease itself, sin, nor fear has the power to cause disease or a relapse.
Disease has no intelligence with which to move itself about or to change
itself from one form to another. If disease moves, mind, not matter, moves it;
therefore be sure that you move it off. Meet every adverse circumstance as its master.
Observe mind instead of body, lest aught unfit for development enter thought. Think
less of material conditions and more of spiritual.

Relapse
unnecessary
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Mind produces all action. If the action proceeds from Truth, from immortal Mind,
there is harmony; but mortal mind is liable to any phase of belief. A relapse
cannot in reality occur in mortals or so-called mortal minds, for there is but
one Mind, one God. Never fear the mental malpractitioner, the mental
assassin, who, in attempting to rule mankind, tramples upon the divine Principle of
metaphysics, for God is the only power. To succeed in healing, you must conquer your
own fears as well as those of your patients, and rise into higher and holier
consciousness.

If it is found necessary to treat against relapse, know that disease or its symptoms
cannot change forms, nor go from one part to another, for Truth destroys disease.
There is no metastasis, no stoppage of harmonious action, no paralysis. Truth not
error, Love not hate, Spirit not matter, governs man.

Conquer
beliefs

and fears

True government
of man

Walking in the light, we are accustomed to the light and require it; we cannot see in
darkness. But eyes accustomed to darkness are pained by the light. When
outgrowing the old, you should not fear to put on the new. Your advancing
course may provoke envy, but it will also attract respect. When error
confronts you, withhold not the rebuke or the explanation which destroys error.

Egotistic
darkness

Every day makes its demands upon us for higher proofs rather than professions of
Christian power. These proofs consist solely in the destruction of sin,
sickness, and death by the power of Spirit, as Jesus destroyed them. This is
an element of progress, and progress is the law of God, whose law demands
of us only what we can certainly fulfil.

Profession
and proof


