PARABLE

Welcome to Fourth Church of New Orleans Wednesday Healing service. Today | will read
selections from the Bible and from Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary
Baker Eddy. Later we will have time for testimonies or other thoughts you may have on
Christian Science.

We will begin today with Hymn

Hymns 277, 279, 289

THE BIBLE

(Matthew 13:10-17, 34, 35)

And the disciples came, and said unto him, Why speakest thou unto them in parables? He
answered and said unto them, Because it is given unto you to know the mysteries of the
kingdom of heaven, but to them it is not given. For whosoever hath, to him shall be given, and
he shall have more abundance: but whosoever hath not, from him shall be taken away even that
he hath. Therefore speak | to them in parables: because they seeing see not; and hearing they
hear not, neither do they understand. And in them is fulfilled the prophecy of Esaias, which
saith, By hearing ye shall hear, and shall not understand; and seeing ye shall see, and shall not
perceive: For this people's heart is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of hearing, and their
eyes they have closed; lest at any time they should see with their eyes, and hear with their ears,
and should understand with their heart, and should be converted, and | should heal them. But
blessed are your eyes, for they see: and your ears, for they hear. For verily | say unto you, That
many prophets and righteous men have desired to see those things which ye see, and have not
seen them; and to hear those things which ye hear and have not heard them. ...

All these things spake Jesus unto the multitude in parables; and without a parable spake he not
unto them: That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet, saying, | will open my
mouth in parables; | will utter things which have been kept secret from the foundation of the
world.

(Luke 6:37—-49)

Judge not, and ye shall not be judged: condemn not, and ye shall not be condemned: forgive,
and ye shall be forgiven: Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed down,
and shaken together, and running over, shall men give into your bosom. For with the same
measure that ye mete withal it shall be measured to you again. And he spake a parable unto
them, Can the blind lead the blind? shall they not both fall into the ditch? The disciple is not
above his master: but every one that is perfect shall be as his master. And why beholdest thou
the mote that is in thy brother's eye, but perceivest not the beam that is in thine own eye? Either
how canst thou say to thy brother, Brother, let me pull out the mote that is in thine eye, when
thou thyself beholdest not the beam that is in thine own eye? Thou hypocrite, cast out first the
beam out of thine own eye, and then shalt thou see clearly to pull out the mote that is in thy



brother's eye. For a good tree bringeth not forth corrupt fruit; neither doth a corrupt tree bring
forth good fruit. For every tree is known by his own fruit. For of thorns men do not gather figs,
nor of a bramble bush gather they grapes. A good man out of the good treasure of his heart
bringeth forth that which is good; and an evil man out of the evil treasure of his heart bringeth
forth that which is evil: for of the abundance of the heart his mouth speaketh.  And why call ye
me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things which | say? Whosoever cometh to me, and heareth my
sayings, and doeth them, I will shew you to whom he is like: He is like a man which built an
house, and digged deep, and laid the foundation on a rock: and when the flood arose, the
stream beat vehemently upon that house, and could not shake it: for it was founded upon a
rock. But he that heareth, and doeth not, is like a man that without a foundation built an house
upon the earth; against which the stream did beat vehemently, and immediately it fell; and the
ruin of that house was great.

(Luke 7:36-50)

9 And one of the Pharisees desired him that he would eat with him. And he went into the
Pharisee's house, and sat down to meat. And, behold, a woman in the city, which was a sinner,
when she knew that Jesus sat at meat in the Pharisee's house, brought an alabaster box of
ointment, And stood at his feet behind him weeping, and began to wash his feet with tears, and
did wipe them with the hairs of her head, and kissed his feet, and anointed them with the
ointment. Now when the Pharisee which had bidden him saw it, he spake within himself, saying,
This man, if he were a prophet, would have known who and what manner of woman this is that
toucheth him: for she is a sinner. And Jesus answering said unto him, Simon, | have somewhat
to say unto thee. And he saith, Master, say on. There was a certain creditor which had two
debtors: the one owed five hundred pence, and the other fifty. And when they had nothing to
pay, he frankly forgave them both. Tell me therefore, which of them will love him most? Simon
answered and said, | suppose that he, to whom he forgave most. And he said unto him, Thou
hast rightly judged. And he turned to the woman, and said unto Simon, Seest thou this woman?
| entered into thine house, thou gavest me no water for my feet: but she hath washed my feet
with tears, and wiped them with the hairs of her head. Thou gavest me no kiss: but this woman
since the time | came in hath not ceased to kiss my feet. My head with oil thou didst not anoint:
but this woman hath anointed my feet with ointment. Wherefore | say unto thee, Her sins, which
are many, are forgiven; for she loved much: but to whom little is forgiven, the same loveth little.
And he said unto her, Thy sins are forgiven. And they that sat at meat with him began to say
within themselves, Who is this that forgiveth sins also? And he said to the woman, Thy faith
hath saved thee; go in peace.

(Mark 4:21-33)

9 And he said unto them, Is a candle brought to be put under a bushel, or under a bed? and not
to be set on a candlestick? For there is nothing hid, which shall not be manifested; neither was
any thing kept secret, but that it should come abroad. If any man have ears to hear, let him
hear. And he said unto them, Take heed what ye hear: with what measure ye mete, it shall be
measured to you: and unto you that hear shall more be given. For he that hath, to him shall be
given: and he that hath not, from him shall be taken even that which he hath. { And he said, So



is the kingdom of God, as if a man should cast seed into the ground; And should sleep, and rise
night and day, and the seed should spring and grow up, he knoweth not how. For the earth
bringeth forth fruit of herself; first the blade, then the ear, after that the full corn in the ear. But
when the fruit is brought forth, immediately he putteth in the sickle, because the harvest is
come. § And he said, Whereunto shall we liken the kingdom of God? or with what comparison
shall we compare it? It is like a grain of mustard seed, which, when it is sown in the earth, is
less than all the seeds that be in the earth: But when it is sown, it groweth up, and becometh
greater than all herbs, and shooteth out great branches; so that the fowls of the air may lodge
under the shadow of it. And with many such parables spake he the word unto them, as they
were able to hear it.

(Luke 18:1-14)

And he spake a parable unto them to this end, that men ought always to pray, and not to faint;
Saying, There was in a city a judge, which feared not God, neither regarded man: And there
was a widow in that city; and she came unto him, saying, Avenge me of mine adversary. And he
would not for a while: but afterward he said within himself, Though | fear not God, nor regard
man; Yet because this widow troubleth me, I will avenge her, lest by her continual coming she
weary me. And the Lord said, Hear what the unjust judge saith. And shall not God avenge his
own elect, which cry day and night unto him, though he bear long with them? | tell you that he
will avenge them speedily. Nevertheless when the Son of man cometh, shall he find faith on the
earth? And he spake this parable unto certain which trusted in themselves that they were
righteous, and despised others: Two men went up into the temple to pray; the one a Pharisee,
and the other a publican. The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, God, | thank thee,
that | am not as other men are, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this publican. | fast
twice in the week, | give tithes of all that | possess. And the publican, standing afar off, would
not lift up so much as his eyes unto heaven, but smote upon his breast, saying, God be merciful
to me a sinner. | tell you, this man went down to his house justified rather than the other: for
every one that exalteth himself shall be abased; and he that humbleth himself shall be exalted.

SCIENCE AND HEALTH

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 26:28—-21)

Our Master taught no mere theory, doctrine, or belief. It was the divine Principle of all real being
which he taught and practised. His proof of Christianity was no form or system of religion and
worship, but Christian Science, working out the harmony of Life and Love. Jesus sent a
message to John the Baptist, which was intended to prove beyond a question that the Christ
had come: “Go your way, and tell John what things ye have seen and heard; how that the blind
see, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, to the poor the
gospel is preached.” In other words: Tell John what the demonstration of divine power is, and he
will at once perceive that God is the power in the Messianic work.

That Life is God, Jesus proved by his reappearance after the crucifixion in strict accordance with
his scientific statement: “Destroy this temple [body], and in three days | [Spirit] will raise it up.” It
is as if he had said: The | — the Life, substance, and intelligence of the universe — is not in



matter to be destroyed.

Jesus' parables explain Life as never mingling with sin and death. He laid the axe of Science at
the root of material knowledge, that it might be ready to cut down the false doctrine of
pantheism, — that God, or Life, is in or of matter.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 117:6—-25 (np))

God is Spirit; therefore the language of Spirit must be, and is, spiritual. Christian Science
attaches no physical nature and significance to the Supreme Being or His manifestation; mortals
alone do this. God's essential language is spoken of in the last chapter of Mark's Gospel as the
new tongue, the spiritual meaning of which is attained through “signs following.”

Ear hath not heard, nor hath lip spoken, the pure language of Spirit. Our Master taught
spirituality by similitudes and parables. As a divine student he unfolded God to man, illustrating
and demonstrating Life and Truth in himself and by his power over the sick and sinning. Human
theories are inadequate to interpret the divine Principle involved in the miracles (marvels)
wrought by Jesus and especially in his mighty, crowning, unparalleled, and triumphant exit from
the flesh.

Evidence drawn from the five physical senses relates solely to human reason; and because of
opacity to the true light, human reason dimly reflects and feebly transmits Jesus' works and
words. Truth is a revelation.

Jesus bade his disciples beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and of the Sadducees, which he
defined as human doctrines. His parable of the “leaven, which a woman took, and hid in three
measures of meal, till the whole was leavened,” impels the inference that the spiritual leaven
signifies the Science of Christ and its spiritual interpretation, — an inference far above the
merely ecclesiastical and formal applications of the illustration.

Did not this parable point a moral with a prophecy, foretelling the second appearing in the flesh
of the Christ, Truth, hidden in sacred secrecy from the visible world?

Ages pass, but this leaven of Truth is ever at work. It must destroy the entire mass of error, and
so be eternally glorified in man's spiritual freedom.

In their spiritual significance, Science, Theology, and Medicine are means of divine thought,
which include spiritual laws emanating from the invisible and infinite power and grace. The
parable may import that these spiritual laws, perverted by a perverse material sense of law, are
metaphysically presented as three measures of meal, — that is, three modes of mortal thought.
In all mortal forms of thought, dust is dignified as the natural status of men and things, and
modes of material motion are honored with the name of laws. This continues until the leaven of
Spirit changes the whole of mortal thought, as yeast changes the chemical properties of meal.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 343:14-24)

Jesus strips all disguise from error, when his teachings are fully understood. By parable and
argument he explains the impossibility of good producing evil; and he also scientifically
demonstrates this great fact, proving by what are wrongly called miracles, that sin, sickness,



and death are beliefs — illusive errors — which he could and did destroy.

It would sometimes seem as if truth were rejected because meekness and spirituality are the
conditions of its acceptance, while Christendom generally demands so much less.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 539:8—-24 (np))

What can be the standard of good, of Spirit, of Life, or of Truth, if they produce their opposites,
such as evil, matter, error, and death? God could never impart an element of evil, and man
possesses nothing which he has not derived from God. How then has man a basis for wrong-
doing? Whence does he obtain the propensity or power to do evil? Has Spirit resigned to matter
the government of the universe?

The Scriptures declare that God condemned this lie as to man's origin and character by
condemning its symbol, the serpent, to grovel beneath all the beasts of the field. It is false to say
that Truth and error commingle in creation. In parable and argument, this falsity is exposed by
our Master as self-evidently wrong. Disputing these points with the Pharisees and arguing for
the Science of creation, Jesus said: “Do men gather grapes of thorns?” Paul asked: “What
communion hath light with darkness? And what concord hath Christ with Belial?”

The divine origin of Jesus gave him more than human power to expound the facts of creation,
and demonstrate the one Mind which makes and governs man and the universe. The Science of
creation, so conspicuous in the birth of Jesus, inspired his wisest and least-understood sayings,
and was the basis of his marvellous demonstrations. Christ is the offspring of Spirit, and spiritual
existence shows that Spirit creates neither a wicked nor a mortal man, lapsing into sin,

sickness, and death.

In Isaiah we read: “| make peace, and create evil. | the Lord do all these things;” but the prophet
referred to divine law as stirring up the belief in evil to its utmaost, when bringing it to the surface
and reducing it to its common denominator, nothingness. The muddy river-bed must be stirred
in order to purify the stream. In moral chemicalization, when the symptoms of evil, illusion, are
aggravated, we may think in our ignorance that the Lord hath wrought an evil; but we ought to
know that God's law uncovers so-called sin and its effects, only that Truth may annihilate all
sense of evil and all power to sin.

Science renders “unto Caesar the things which are Caesar's; and unto God the things that are
God's.” It saith to the human sense of sin, sickness, and death, “God never made you, and you
are a false sense which hath no knowledge of God.” The purpose of the Hebrew allegory,
representing error as assuming a divine character, is to teach mortals never to believe a lie.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 272:3-32)

The spiritual sense of truth must be gained before Truth can be understood. This sense is
assimilated only as we are honest, unselfish, loving, and meek. In the soil of an “honest and
good heart” the seed must be sown; else it beareth not much fruit, for the swinish element in
human nature uproots it. Jesus said: “Ye do err, not knowing the Scriptures.” The spiritual sense
of the Scriptures brings out the scientific sense, and is the new tongue referred to in the last



chapter of Mark's Gospel.

Jesus' parable of “the sower” shows the care our Master took not to impart to dull ears and
gross hearts the spiritual teachings which dulness and grossness could not accept. Reading the
thoughts of the people, he said: “Give not that which is holy unto the dogs, neither cast ye your
pearls before swine.”

It is the spiritualization of thought and Christianization of daily life, in contrast with the results of
the ghastly farce of material existence; it is chastity and purity, in contrast with the downward
tendencies and earthward gravitation of sensualism and impurity, which really attest the divine
origin and operation of Christian Science. The triumphs of Christian Science are recorded in the
destruction of error and evil, from which are propagated the dismal beliefs of sin, sickness, and
death.

The divine Principle of the universe must interpret the universe. God is the divine Principle of all
that represents Him and of all that really exists. Christian Science, as demonstrated by Jesus,
alone reveals the natural, divine Principle of Science.

We will now have a moment of silent prayer to be followed by the audible repetition of the Lord’s
Prayer.

Fourth Church of New Orleans is a branch of The Mother Church of Christ, Scientist, in Boston, MA. This
church is committed to understanding and practicing the works of Christ Jesus and his disciples. Our
church is a healing church and all mankind is included in the blessing this service imparts.

In addition to this Wednesday Service, we have Sunday Service right here on Zoom at 10:30 am and we
also have on Zoom our Sunday School for young people up to the age of 20.

Information for all these Church Services can be found on the Church website:

CHRISTIANSCIENCEANEWORLEANS.COM



