Woman/Mother

Welcome to Fourth Church of New Orleans Wednesday Healing service. Today I will read
selections from the Bible and from Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary
Baker Eddy. Later we will have time for testimonies or other thoughts you may have on
Christian Science.

We will begin today with Hymn

Hymns 485, 556, 174

THE BIBLE

(Genesis 1:26, 27)

9 And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let them have dominion over
the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over
every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth. So God created man in his own image, in the

image of God created he him; male and female created he them.

(Numbers 27:1-11)

Then came the daughters of Zelophehad, the son of Hepher, the son of Gilead, the son of Machir,
the son of Manasseh, of the families of Manasseh the son of Joseph: and these are the names of his
daughters; Mahlah, Noah, and Hoglah, and Milcah, and Tirzah. And they stood before Moses, and
before Eleazar the priest, and before the princes and all the congregation, by the door of the
tabernacle of the congregation, saying, Our father died in the wilderness, and he was not in the
company of them that gathered themselves together against the LORD in the company of Korah; but
died in his own sin, and had no sons. Why should the name of our father be done away from among
his family, because he hath no son? Give unto us therefore a possession among the brethren of our
father. And Moses brought their cause before the LORD. { And the LORD spake unto Moses,
saying, The daughters of Zelophehad speak right: thou shalt surely give them a possession of an

inheritance among their father's brethren; and thou shalt cause the inheritance of their father to pass



unto them. And thou shalt speak unto the children of Israel, saying, If a man die, and have no son,
then ye shall cause his inheritance to pass unto his daughter. And if he have no daughter, then ye
shall give his inheritance unto his brethren. And if he have no brethren, then ye shall give his
inheritance unto his father's brethren. And if his father have no brethren, then ye shall give his
inheritance unto his kinsman that is next to him of his family, and he shall possess it: and it shall be

unto the children of Israel a statute of judgment, as the LORD commanded Moses.

(Proverbs 31:10-31)

1 Who can find a virtuous woman? for her price is far above rubies. The heart of her husband doth
safely trust in her, so that he shall have no need of spoil. She will do him good and not evil all the
days of her life. She seeketh wool, and flax, and worketh willingly with her hands. She is like the
merchants' ships; she bringeth her food from afar. She riseth also while it is yet night, and giveth
meat to her household, and a portion to her maidens. She considereth a field, and buyeth it: with the
fruit of her hands she planteth a vineyard. She girdeth her loins with strength, and strengtheneth her
arms. She perceiveth that her merchandise is good: her candle goeth not out by night. She layeth
her hands to the spindle, and her hands hold the distaff. She stretcheth out her hand to the poor;
yea, she reacheth forth her hands to the needy. She is not afraid of the snow for her household: for
all her household are clothed with scarlet. She maketh herself coverings of tapestry; her clothing is
silk and purple. Her husband is known in the gates, when he sitteth among the elders of the land.
She maketh fine linen, and selleth it; and delivereth girdles unto the merchant. Strength and honour
are her clothing; and she shall rejoice in time to come. She openeth her mouth with wisdom; and in
her tongue is the law of kindness. She looketh well to the ways of her household, and eateth not the
bread of idleness. Her children arise up, and call her blessed; her husband also, and he praiseth her.
Many daughters have done virtuously, but thou excellest them all. Favour is deceitful, and beauty is
vain: but a woman that feareth the LORD, she shall be praised. Give her of the fruit of her hands;

and let her own works praise her in the gates.

(Luke 8:43-48)

1 And a woman having an issue of blood twelve years, which had spent all her living upon
physicians, neither could be healed of any, Came behind him, and touched the border of his

garment: and immediately her issue of blood stanched. And Jesus said, Who touched me? When all



denied, Peter and they that were with him said, Master, the multitude throng thee and press thee,
and sayest thou, Who touched me? And Jesus said, Somebody hath touched me: for | perceive that
virtue is gone out of me. And when the woman saw that she was not hid, she came trembling, and
falling down before him, she declared unto him before all the people for what cause she had touched
him, and how she was healed immediately. And he said unto her, Daughter, be of good comfort: thy

faith hath made thee whole; go in peace.

(John 20:11-18)

1 But Mary stood without at the sepulchre weeping: and as she wept, she stooped down, and looked
into the sepulchre, And seeth two angels in white sitting, the one at the head, and the other at the
feet, where the body of Jesus had lain. And they say unto her, Woman, why weepest thou? She
saith unto them, Because they have taken away my Lord, and | know not where they have laid him.
And when she had thus said, she turned herself back, and saw Jesus standing, and knew not that it
was Jesus. Jesus saith unto her, Woman, why weepest thou? whom seekest thou? She, supposing
him to be the gardener, saith unto him, Sir, if thou have borne him hence, tell me where thou hast
laid him, and | will take him away. Jesus saith unto her, Mary. She turned herself, and saith unto
him, Rabboni; which is to say, Master. Jesus saith unto her, Touch me not; for | am not yet
ascended to my Father: but go to my brethren, and say unto them, | ascend unto my Father, and
your Father; and to my God, and your God. Mary Magdalene came and told the disciples that she

had seen the Lord, and that he had spoken these things unto her.

(Revelation 12:1-14)

And there appeared a great wonder in heaven; a woman clothed with the sun, and the moon under
her feet, and upon her head a crown of twelve stars: And she being with child cried, travailing in
birth, and pained to be delivered. And there appeared another wonder in heaven; and behold a great
red dragon, having seven heads and ten horns, and seven crowns upon his heads. And his tail drew
the third part of the stars of heaven, and did cast them to the earth: and the dragon stood before the
woman which was ready to be delivered, for to devour her child as soon as it was born. And she
brought forth a man child, who was to rule all nations with a rod of iron: and her child was caught up
unto God, and to his throne. And the woman fled into the wilderness, where she hath a place

prepared of God, that they should feed her there a thousand two hundred and threescore days. And



there was war in heaven: Michael and his angels fought against the dragon; and the dragon fought
and his angels, And prevailed not; neither was their place found any more in heaven. And the great
dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world:
he was cast out into the earth, and his angels were cast out with him. And | heard a loud voice
saying in heaven, Now is come salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of our God, and the power
of his Christ: for the accuser of our brethren is cast down, which accused them before our God day
and night. And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony; and
they loved not their lives unto the death. Therefore rejoice, ye heavens, and ye that dwell in them.
Woe to the inhabiters of the earth and of the sea! for the devil is come down unto you, having great
wrath, because he knoweth that he hath but a short time. And when the dragon saw that he was cast
unto the earth, he persecuted the woman which brought forth the man child. And to the woman were
given two wings of a great eagle, that she might fly into the wilderness, into her place, where she is

nourished for a time, and times, and half a time, from the face of the serpent.

SCIENCE AND HEALTH

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 587:3)

GIHON (river). The rights of woman acknowledged morally, civilly, and socially.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 592:16)

MOTHER. God; divine and eternal Principle; Life, Truth, and Love.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 63:5-27)

In Science man is the offspring of Spirit. The beautiful, good, and pure constitute his ancestry. His
origin is not, like that of mortals, in brute instinct, nor does he pass through material conditions prior

to reaching intelligence. Spirit is his primitive and ultimate source of being; God is his Father, and



Life is the law of his being.

Civil law establishes very unfair differences between the rights of the two sexes. Christian Science
furnishes no precedent for such injustice, and civilization mitigates it in some measure. Still, itis a
marvel why usage should accord woman less rights than does either Christian Science or

civilization.

Our laws are not impatrtial, to say the least, in their discrimination as to the person, property, and
parental claims of the two sexes. If the elective franchise for women will remedy the evil without
encouraging difficulties of greater magnitude, let us hope it will be granted. A feasible as well as
rational means of improvement at present is the elevation of society in general and the achievement

of a nobler race for legislation, — a race having higher aims and motives.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 29:20-13)

The illumination of Mary's spiritual sense put to silence material law and its order of generation, and
brought forth her child by the revelation of Truth, demonstrating God as the Father of men. The Holy
Ghost, or divine Spirit, overshadowed the pure sense of the Virgin-mother with the full recognition
that being is Spirit. The Christ dwelt forever an idea in the bosom of God, the divine Principle of the

man Jesus, and woman perceived this spiritual idea, though at first faintly developed.

Man as the offspring of God, as the idea of Spirit, is the immortal evidence that Spirit is harmonious
and man eternal. Jesus was the offspring of Mary's self-conscious communion with God. Hence he
could give a more spiritual idea of life than other men, and could demonstrate the Science of Love —

his Father or divine Principle.

Born of a woman, Jesus' advent in the flesh partook partly of Mary's earthly condition, although he
was endowed with the Christ, the divine Spirit, without measure. This accounts for his struggles in
Gethsemane and on Calvary, and this enabled him to be the mediator, or way-shower, between God
and men. Had his origin and birth been wholly apart from mortal usage, Jesus would not have been

appreciable to mortal mind as “the way.”



(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 533:21-7)

Materiality, so obnoxious to God, is already found in the rapid deterioration of the bone and flesh
which came from Adam to form Eve. The belief in material life and intelligence is growing worse at

every step, but error has its suppositional day and multiplies until the end thereof.

Truth, cross-questioning man as to his knowledge of error, finds woman the first to confess her fault.
She says, “The serpent beguiled me, and | did eat;” as much as to say in meek penitence, “Neither
man nor God shall father my fault.” She has already learned that corporeal sense is the serpent.
Hence she is first to abandon the belief in the material origin of man and to discern spiritual creation.
This hereafter enabled woman to be the mother of Jesus and to behold at the sepulchre the risen
Saviour, who was soon to manifest the deathless man of God's creating. This enabled woman to be

first to interpret the Scriptures in their true sense, which reveals the spiritual origin of man.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 516:27-24)

To emphasize this momentous thought, it is repeated that God made man in His own image, to
reflect the divine Spirit. It follows that man is a generic term. Masculine, feminine, and neuter
genders are human concepts. In one of the ancient languages the word for man is used also as the
synonym of mind. This definition has been weakened by anthropomorphism, or a humanization of
Deity. The word anthropomorphic, in such a phrase as “an anthropomorphic God,” is derived from
two Greek words, signifying man and form, and may be defined as a mortally mental attempt to
reduce Deity to corporeality. The life-giving quality of Mind is Spirit, not matter. The ideal man
corresponds to creation, to intelligence, and to Truth. The ideal woman corresponds to Life and to
Love. In divine Science, we have not as much authority for considering God masculine, as we have

for considering Him feminine, for Love imparts the clearest idea of Deity.

The world believes in many persons; but if God is personal, there is but one person, because there
is but one God. His personality can only be reflected, not transmitted. God has countless ideas, and
they all have one Principle and parentage. The only proper symbol of God as person is Mind's
infinite ideal. What is this ideal? Who shall behold it? This ideal is God's own image, spiritual and
infinite. Even eternity can never reveal the whole of God, since there is no limit to infinitude or to its

reflections.



(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 247:31-249:10)

The recipe for beauty is to have less illusion and more Soul, to retreat from the belief of pain or

pleasure in the body into the unchanging calm and glorious freedom of spiritual harmony.

Love never loses sight of loveliness. Its halo rests upon its object. One marvels that a friend can
ever seem less than beautiful. Men and women of riper years and larger lessons ought to ripen into
health and immortality, instead of lapsing into darkness or gloom. Immortal Mind feeds the body with
supernal freshness and fairness, supplying it with beautiful images of thought and destroying the

woes of sense which each day brings to a nearer tomb.

The sculptor turns from the marble to his model in order to perfect his conception. We are all
sculptors, working at various forms, moulding and chiseling thought. What is the model before mortal
mind? Is it imperfection, joy, sorrow, sin, suffering? Have you accepted the mortal model? Are you
reproducing it? Then you are haunted in your work by vicious sculptors and hideous forms. Do you
not hear from all mankind of the imperfect model? The world is holding it before your gaze
continually. The result is that you are liable to follow those lower patterns, limit your life-work, and

adopt into your experience the angular outline and deformity of matter models.

To remedy this, we must first turn our gaze in the right direction, and then walk that way. We must
form perfect models in thought and look at them continually, or we shall never carve them out in
grand and noble lives. Let unselfishness, goodness, mercy, justice, health, holiness, love — the
kingdom of heaven — reign within us, and sin, disease, and death will diminish until they finally

disappear.

Let us accept Science, relinquish all theories based on sense-testimony, give up imperfect models
and illusive ideals; and so let us have one God, one Mind, and that one perfect, producing His own

models of excellence.

Let the “male and female” of God's creating appear. Let us feel the divine energy of Spirit, bringing
us into newness of life and recognizing no mortal nor material power as able to destroy. Let us

rejoice that we are subject to the divine “powers that be.” Such is the true Science of being.



(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 568:24)

For victory over a single sin, we give thanks and magnify the Lord of Hosts. What shall we say of the
mighty conquest over all sin? A louder song, sweeter than has ever before reached high heaven,
now rises clearer and nearer to the great heart of Christ; for the accuser is not there, and Love
sends forth her primal and everlasting strain. Self-abnegation, by which we lay down all for Truth, or
Christ, in our warfare against error, is a rule in Christian Science. This rule clearly interprets God as
divine Principle, — as Life, represented by the Father; as Truth, represented by the Son; as Love,
represented by the Mother. Every mortal at some period, here or hereafter, must grapple with and

overcome the mortal belief in a power opposed to God.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 561:32—-21)

John the Baptist prophesied the coming of the immaculate Jesus, and John saw in those days the
spiritual idea as the Messiah, who would baptize with the Holy Ghost, — divine Science. As Elias
presented the idea of the fatherhood of God, which Jesus afterwards manifested, so the Revelator
completed this figure with woman, typifying the spiritual idea of God's motherhood. The moon is
under her feet. This idea reveals the universe as secondary and tributary to Spirit, from which the

universe borrows its reflected light, substance, life, and intelligence.

The spiritual idea is crowned with twelve stars. The twelve tribes of Israel with all mortals, —
separated by belief from man's divine origin and the true idea, — will through much tribulation yield
to the activities of the divine Principle of man in the harmony of Science. These are the stars in the
crown of rejoicing. They are the lamps in the spiritual heavens of the age, which show the workings
of the spiritual idea by healing the sick and the sinning, and by manifesting the light which shines

“unto the perfect day” as the night of materialism wanes.

We will now have a moment of silent prayer to be followed by

the audible repetition of the Lord’s Prayer.
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