DOUBT

Welcome to Fourth Church of New Orleans Wednesday Healing service. Today | will read
selections from the Bible and from Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary
Baker Eddy. Later we will have time for testimonies or other thoughts you may have on
Christian Science.

We will begin today with Hymn

Hymns 476, 473, 547

THE BIBLE

(Numbers 14:1-14)

And all the congregation lifted up their voice, and cried; and the people wept that night.
And all the children of Israel murmured against Moses and against Aaron: and the
whole congregation said unto them, Would God that we had died in the land of Egypt! or
would God we had died in this wilderness! And wherefore hath the LORD brought us
unto this land, to fall by the sword, that our wives and our children should be a prey?
were it not better for us to return into Egypt? And they said one to another, Let us make
a captain, and let us return into Egypt. Then Moses and Aaron fell on their faces before
all the assembly of the congregation of the children of Israel. 1 And Joshua the son of
Nun, and Caleb the son of Jephunneh, which were of them that searched the land, rent
their clothes: And they spake unto all the company of the children of Israel, saying, The
land, which we passed through to search it, is an exceeding good land. If the LORD
delight in us, then he will bring us into this land, and give it us; a land which floweth with
milk and honey. Only rebel not ye against the LORD, neither fear ye the people of the
land; for they are bread for us: their defence is departed from them, and the LORD is
with us: fear them not. But all the congregation bade stone them with stones. And the
glory of the LORD appeared in the tabernacle of the congregation before all the children
of Israel. § And the LORD said unto Moses, How long will this people provoke me? and
how long will it be ere they believe me, for all the signs which | have shewed among
them? | will smite them with the pestilence, and disinherit them, and will make of thee a
greater nation and mightier than they. § And Moses said unto the LORD, Then the
Egyptians shall hear it, (for thou broughtest up this people in thy might from among
them;) And they will tell it to the inhabitants of this land: for they have heard that thou
LORD art among this people, that thou LORD art seen face to face, and that thy cloud
standeth over them, and that thou goest before them, by day time in a pillar of a cloud,
and in a pillar of fire by night.

Numbers-14:1—14)



(Il Chronicles 16:11-14)

1 And, behold, the acts of Asa, first and last, lo, they are written in the book of the kings
of Judah and Israel. And Asa in the thirty and ninth year of his reign was diseased in his
feet, until his disease was exceeding great: yet in his disease he sought not to the
LORD, but to the physicians. 1 And Asa slept with his fathers, and died in the one and
fortieth year of his reign. And they buried him in his own sepulchres, which he had made
for himself in the city of David, and laid him in the bed which was filled with sweet
odours and divers kinds of spices prepared by the apothecaries' art: and they made a
very great burning for him.

(Matthew 12:38-45)

1 Then certain of the scribes and of the Pharisees answered, saying, Master, we would
see a sign from thee. But he answered and said unto them, An evil and adulterous
generation seeketh after a sign; and there shall no sign be given to it, but the sign of the
prophet Jonas: For as Jonas was three days and three nights in the whale's belly; so
shall the Son of man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth. The men
of Nineveh shall rise in judgment with this generation, and shall condemn it: because
they repented at the preaching of Jonas; and, behold, a greater than Jonas is here. The
queen of the south shall rise up in the judgment with this generation, and shall condemn
it: for she came from the uttermost parts of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon;
and, behold, a greater than Solomon is here. When the unclean spirit is gone out of a
man, he walketh through dry places, seeking rest, and findeth none. Then he saith, | will
return into my house from whence | came out; and when he is come, he findeth it
empty, swept, and garnished. Then goeth he, and taketh with himself seven other spirits
more wicked than himself, and they enter in and dwell there: and the last state of that
man is worse than the first. Even so shall it be also unto this wicked generation.

(Luke 24:36-49)

1 And as they thus spake, Jesus himself stood in the midst of them, and saith unto
them, Peace be unto you. But they were terrified and affrighted, and supposed that they
had seen a spirit. And he said unto them, Why are ye troubled? and why do thoughts
arise in your hearts? Behold my hands and my feet, that it is | myself: handle me, and
see; for a spirit hath not flesh and bones, as ye see me have. And when he had thus
spoken, he shewed them his hands and his feet. And while they yet believed not for joy,
and wondered, he said unto them, Have ye here any meat? And they gave him a piece
of a broiled fish, and of an honeycomb. And he took it, and did eat before them. And he



said unto them, These are the words which | spake unto you, while | was yet with you,
that all things must be fulfilled, which were written in the law of Moses, and in the
prophets, and in the psalms, concerning me. Then opened he their understanding, that
they might understand the scriptures, And said unto them, Thus it is written, and thus it
behoved Christ to suffer, and to rise from the dead the third day: And that repentance
and remission of sins should be preached in his name among all nations, beginning at
Jerusalem. And ye are witnesses of these things. 1 And, behold, | send the promise of
my Father upon you: but tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem, until ye be endued with power
from on high.

(Mark 11:23, 24)

For verily | say unto you, That whosoever shall say unto this mountain, Be thou
removed, and be thou cast into the sea; and shall not doubt in his heart, but shall
believe that those things which he saith shall come to pass; he shall have whatsoever
he saith. Therefore | say unto you, What things soever ye desire, when ye pray, believe
that ye receive them, and ye shall have them.

SCIENCE AND HEALTH

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 130:7-11 (np))

It is vain to speak dishonestly of divine Science, which destroys all discord, when you
can demonstrate the actuality of Science. It is unwise to doubt if reality is in perfect
harmony with God, divine Principle, — if Science, when understood and demonstrated,
will destroy all discord, — since you admit that God is omnipotent; for from this premise

it follows that good and its sweet concords have all-power.

Christian Science, properly understood, would disabuse the human mind of material

beliefs which war against spiritual facts; and these material beliefs must be denied and
cast out to make place for truth. You cannot add to the contents of a vessel already full.
Laboring long to shake the adult's faith in matter and to inculcate a grain of faith in God,

— an inkling of the ability of Spirit to make the body harmonious, — the author has often



remembered our Master's love for little children, and understood how truly such as they

belong to the heavenly kingdom.

If thought is startled at the strong claim of Science for the supremacy of God, or Truth,
and doubts the supremacy of good, ought we not, contrariwise, to be astounded at the
vigorous claims of evil and doubt them, and no longer think it natural to love sin and
unnatural to forsake it, — no longer imagine evil to be ever-present and good absent?
Truth should not seem so surprising and unnatural as error, and error should not seem
so real as truth. Sickness should not seem so real as health. There is no error in
Science, and our lives must be governed by reality in order to be in harmony with God,

the divine Principle of all being.

When once destroyed by divine Science, the false evidence before the corporeal
senses disappears. Hence the opposition of sensuous man to the Science of Soul and
the significance of the Scripture, “The carnal mind is enmity against God.” The central

fact of the Bible is the superiority of spiritual over physical power.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 230:27-232:2)

We think that we are healed when a disease disappears, though it is liable to reappear;
but we are never thoroughly healed until the liability to be ill is removed. So-called
mortal mind or the mind of mortals being the remote, predisposing, and the exciting
cause of all suffering, the cause of disease must be obliterated through Christ in divine

Science, or the so-called physical senses will get the victory.

Unless an il is rightly met and fairly overcome by Truth, the ill is never conquered. If
God destroys not sin, sickness, and death, they are not destroyed in the mind of
mortals, but seem to this so-called mind to be immortal. What God cannot do, man need
not attempt. If God heals not the sick, they are not healed, for no lesser power equals
the infinite All-power; but God, Truth, Life, Love, does heal the sick through the prayer



of the righteous.

If God makes sin, if good produces evil, if truth results in error, then Science and
Christianity are helpless; but there are no antagonistic powers nor laws, spiritual or
material, creating and governing man through perpetual warfare. God is not the author
of mortal discords. Therefore we accept the conclusion that discords have only a

fabulous existence, are mortal beliefs which divine Truth and Love destroy.

To hold yourself superior to sin, because God made you superior to it and governs man,
is true wisdom. To fear sin is to misunderstand the power of Love and the divine
Science of being in man's relation to God, — to doubt His government and distrust His
omnipotent care. To hold yourself superior to sickness and death is equally wise, and is
in accordance with divine Science. To fear them is impossible, when you fully
apprehend God and know that they are no part of His creation.

Man, governed by his Maker, having no other Mind, — planted on the Evangelist's

statement that “all things were made by Him [the Word of God]; and without Him was

not anything made that was made,” — can triumph over sin, sickness, and death.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 429:19-12)

If man did not exist before the material organization began, he could not exist after the
body is disintegrated. If we live after death and are immortal, we must have lived before
birth, for if Life ever had any beginning, it must also have an ending, even according to
the calculations of natural science. Do you believe this? No! Do you understand it? No!
This is why you doubt the statement and do not demonstrate the facts it involves. We
must have faith in all the sayings of our Master, though they are not included in the

teachings of the schools, and are not understood generally by our ethical instructors.

Jesus said (John viii. 51), “If a man keep my saying, he shall never see death.” That



statement is not confined to spiritual life, but includes all the phenomena of existence.
Jesus demonstrated this, healing the dying and raising the dead. Mortal mind must part
with error, must put off itself with its deeds, and immortal manhood, the Christ ideal, will
appear. Faith should enlarge its borders and strengthen its base by resting upon Spirit
instead of matter. When man gives up his belief in death, he will advance more rapidly
towards God, Life, and Love. Belief in sickness and death, as certainly as belief in sin,
tends to shut out the true sense of Life and health. When will mankind wake to this great
fact in Science?

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 444:13-26 (np))

Students are advised by the author to be charitable and kind, not only towards differing
forms of religion and medicine, but to those who hold these differing opinions. Let us be
faithful in pointing the way through Christ, as we understand it, but let us also be careful
always to “judge righteous judgment,” and never to condemn rashly. “Whosoever shall
smite thee on thy right cheek, turn to him the other also.” That is, Fear not that he will
smite thee again for thy forbearance. If ecclesiastical sects or medical schools turn a
deaf ear to the teachings of Christian Science, then part from these opponents as did
Abraham when he parted from Lot, and say in thy heart: “Let there be no strife, | pray
thee, between me and thee, and between my herdmen and thy herdmen; for we be
brethren.” Immortals, or God's children in divine Science, are one harmonious family;
but mortals, or the “children of men” in material sense, are discordant and ofttimes false
brethren.

The teacher must make clear to students the Science of healing, especially its ethics, —
that all is Mind, and that the Scientist must conform to God's requirements. Also the
teacher must thoroughly fit his students to defend themselves against sin, and to guard
against the attacks of the would-be mental assassin, who attempts to kill morally and
physically. No hypothesis as to the existence of another power should interpose a doubt
or fear to hinder the demonstration of Christian Science. Unfold the latent energies and



capacities for good in your pupil. Teach the great possibilities of man endued with divine
Science. Teach the dangerous possibility of dwarfing the spiritual understanding and
demonstration of Truth by sin, or by recourse to material means for healing. Teach the
meekness and might of life “hid with Christ in God,” and there will be no desire for other
healing methods. You render the divine law of healing obscure and void, when you
weigh the human in the scale with the divine, or limit in any direction of thought the

omnipresence and omnipotence of God.

Christian Science silences human will, quiets fear with Truth and Love, and illustrates
the unlabored motion of the divine energy in healing the sick. Self-seeking, envy,
passion, pride, hatred, and revenge are cast out by the divine Mind which heals
disease. The human will which maketh and worketh a lie, hiding the divine Principle of

harmony, is destructive to health, and is the cause of disease rather than its cure.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 493:17—4)

Mind must be found superior to all the beliefs of the five corporeal senses, and able to
destroy all ills. Sickness is a belief, which must be annihilated by the divine Mind.
Disease is an experience of so-called mortal mind. It is fear made manifest on the body.
Christian Science takes away this physical sense of discord, just as it removes any
other sense of moral or mental inharmony. That man is material, and that matter suffers,
— these propositions can only seem real and natural in illusion. Any sense of soul in

matter is not the reality of being.

If Jesus awakened Lazarus from the dream, illusion, of death, this proved that the Christ
could improve on a false sense. Who dares to doubt this consummate test of the power
and willingness of divine Mind to hold man forever intact in his perfect state, and to
govern man's entire action? Jesus said: “Destroy this temple [body], and in three days |

[Mind] will raise it up;” and he did this for tired humanity's reassurance.



(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, p. 495:14)

When the illusion of sickness or sin tempts you, cling steadfastly to God and His idea.
Allow nothing but His likeness to abide in your thought. Let neither fear nor doubt
overshadow your clear sense and calm trust, that the recognition of life harmonious —
as Life eternally is — can destroy any painful sense of, or belief in, that which Life is not.
Let Christian Science, instead of corporeal sense, support your understanding of being,
and this understanding will supplant error with Truth, replace mortality with immortality,

and silence discord with harmony.

(Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy, pp. 39:18-5)

“Now,” cried the apostle, “is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation,” —
meaning, not that now men must prepare for a future-world salvation, or safety, but that
now is the time in which to experience that salvation in spirit and in life. Now is the time
for so-called material pains and material pleasures to pass away, for both are unreal,
because impossible in Science. To break this earthly spell, mortals must get the true
idea and divine Principle of all that really exists and governs the universe harmoniously.
This thought is apprehended slowly, and the interval before its attainment is attended

with doubts and defeats as well as triumphs.

Who will stop the practice of sin so long as he believes in the pleasures of sin? When
mortals once admit that evil confers no pleasure, they turn from it. Remove error from
thought, and it will not appear in effect. The advanced thinker and devout Christian,
perceiving the scope and tendency of Christian healing and its Science, will support

them.



We will now have a moment of silent prayer to be followed by

the audible repetition of the Lord’s Prayer.
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Boston, MA. This church is committed to
understanding and practicing the works of
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Information for all these Church Services can be
found on the Church website:



CHRISTIANSCIENCE4NEWORLEANS.COM



